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Vovaces and TRAVELS along 


Brie. fome armed Laptots. However, the right Side a in fome Places covered with lofty Trees. It be- 3r 


“= of the River from the Bar is a much better Coun- 
tr ait is called Terre de Guinea*, which, in the 
o Language, fignifies the Devil’s Lend. 
The Surface is evel, and covered with Verdure, 
hefides Groves of Trees of different Kinds, in- 
terfperfed with Cocoa and Palm-Trees, which 
‘eae a delightful Profpeé&t. This Territory be- 
ongs to the Diftri& of Breurt, or Biyurt, making 
Part of the Kingdom of Kayor, which is bounded 
on this Side by the Point of Bife/ha, about fix 
Leagues trom the Bar. 
Ys Bokos "1 wo Leagues above the Bar lies a Channel, 
vad Moshor Branch of a River, which goes up to the Vil- 
lage of Biyurt, It has a Shoal at the Entry, 
wich is fometimes dangerous. It inclofes two 
Jittle Ifands ; that neareft the main River is called 
the Bokes. Here the Company fettled their firft 
Factory, the Remains of which were ftill vifible 
in 1724. The Ground is low and unhealthy, 
ser being fubject- tothe Inundations ° of the River, 
which obliged the F?%nch to quit it. The Ifle of 
AMogha lies behind that of Bokes nearer the 
Main ; it is defert, and uncultivated. All round 
this Creek or Shore there are Salt-Pits, as ex- 
traordinary as they are rich, They are in eight 
Places at about a League or two diftant from 
cach other. The five chief are thefe, Guianean, 
{where the Company load) Dambir, Luiange, 
Guingha, Quiert ; Lefier Yunja‘, Matay, 
and Kas 4, 

Txst-are great Pools of falt Water, anda 
fmall Diftance from the Shore, where the Salt 
cakes at the Bottom. This they break with Iron 
Crows, and dry it in the Sun. As faft as they 
take it out, it renews again in the Pools. It ts 
ufed in falting Hides, is of a corrofive Nature, 
and much inferior to the Ewropean Salt for Goad- 
nefs. Each Poo} has its particular Farmer, (un- 
der the King of Kayor) who is called Ghisdin, 
or Komeffi, This Creck alfo abounds in Oyfters, 
of whofe Shells the Negros make vaft Quantities 
of an excellent Lime, which they ufe in their 
Buildings. The Oyfters, which are very large, 
they dry for Ufc, and trade with them up the 
Country. 

Berweren the Ifle of Bokos, and the great 
Ife of Biftfha, is an oblong Ile of five or fix 
Leagues in Circumference, called the Jfle of 
Fobn Barre. The Wett-Side of it lies on the 
main Branch of the Sanaga. The Soil is fertile, 


Devil's 
Land, 


Salt. Pats 


fi of Jelm 
Mane. 


d only ninety 


c 


longs to two NegroChiefs, ‘Fobn Barre and Yan/ek, —— 
wie have wh aNilees ah The firft of hate 
is Hereditary Interpreter to the Company at 
Fort St. Louis. Near this Ile are two f{maller, 
belonging likewife to Negro Chiefs: The firft is 
called the Ife of Ghiogd; and the fecond Dore- 
mir, There is afmaller Ifle lies near above that 
of ‘Fohn Barre, called the Ifle of Galet ; from its 
Superficies being covered with a flat oval Kind of 
b Flints, hard, fmooth, and heavy: Of thefe they 
fometimes make Lime. Oppofite to the Ifle of 
Bokos is a little Me, about a Quarter of a Mile Englit 
long, called, by the French, the Ile aux Anglois, 
or - Englifh the, low and marfhy, and of no 
Note*. About three Quarters of a League higher- 
up the Sanaga, lies the Ifle of Sanaga, or of 
St. Louis, on Account of its Fort, which is the 
Refidence of the French Direétor-General ¢. 
THE Ife of Sanaga lies in fixteen Degrees five /M of St- 
c Minutes North Latitude, in the Middle of the ©” 
River of the fame Name; and two, three, or 
four Leagues from the Mouth, according to the 
Variatinns of the Bar. Some have reckoned itabout 
a League in Circumference. The Sieur Froger, 
who meafured it in 1705, makes it one thoufand 
one hundred ang fifty Toifes long from North to 
South; but the Breadth is unequal, he has 
not determined§it. Another Engineer, who mea- 
fured it in 1714, makes the End next the Bar 
to in Breadth, the other End an 







- 






hundred wo; and the Part where 
Fort St. Lo $4n hundred and thirty. ‘The 
Eaft Branch of the Sanaga is three hundred and 


eighty Toifes in Breadth, and the Weftern two 
hundred and ten. The Siol is fandy, flat, and bar- 
ren. TheSouth End was low formerly, and fub- 
ject to Inundations ; but the ‘Tide and Northerly 

Ninds have driven-up fuch Quantities of Sand, 
that it confifts of Downs, which cover the Fost, 
and make it appear as lying in aHollow. There re- 
mains, however, at this Point, a Marigot, or Pool 
of falt Water. The North Point is covered with 
tall Trees, which appear like a Foreft, but are 
only Mangrove’, which grow always with their 
Rocts in the Water. There is alfu another Pool 
amongit thefe Trecs, and a fmaller one towards 
the Middle of the Ifle, with a finall Grove of 
Trees near it. This ferves as a Shelter for the 
Sheep and Goats belonging to the Fort, which, 
f though the Soil be fandy, fd a fhort Grafs here, 


* This feems to be a Remains of the Country of Ghinca ot Gebeno2, which, according to Lro and Marmol, 


Jay towards the Mouth of the Samage on the South-Side. = ® 


Thefe Inundations are occalinned, like thofe of 


the Ni/e, by the continual Rains that fall in the Parts between the Tropics in June, July, Augu/l, and Septem- 
ber, of which an Account will be given hereafter. ‘In Labat, Junge. 4 Ibid. p.ts2, OF hgg. * Labuit 
takes a great deal of Paing Xo make oat, that the Engii/> never were’ poffefled of this Ifland ; and after all, 


Jeaves the Matter juft as found it. But why nog Matters of this Mand, as well as that of St. Lewis ? 
t Labat, xl. 2. p. pe, &#: gg. t In Labat, Maughs, or Peletuniers, 


that 
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une shes, toro Poets to the and. Weft of t*, eee 2 
lene rae is fot.the Refidence of 


TITTLE AKER A, about half a Mile dif- 
tant from Soke, was a handfome and commodious geen! in Strength rege ~ thew. 
Market- are thitmer ». tmnt Pill os obferves, that 
to, this Forty being much higher the Encl, 
pag tema Str Houfes ftanding. Four- over-loaks.it ; and in Cale of a War ( 
ri, Kin Abkra, chole rather to Jive here, b near as within Mufket-fhot‘ and mountin 
Gon an Greet uthtre, rwbicht a.1up tho Inland. tecn Guns) would be able to do it a great 
‘The Author faw him here feveral Times in Milchief; for no Men could ply the Earle 
1679: He was a Man of a good Mein, anda Guns, but what the Durch could ‘pick-off with 
me ome oe eee it, but of too reft- their {mall Shot *. 
a Spirit, which occaiioned his Ruin: ORSOKO, ly a confiderable as it 
For, having too ashe 7 a Nation to contend has been, es rn ed as 
° with in the dguambos, they at laitforced himto and the pita 
abandon his Dominions. Sith obferves, that the Tue Fort of Fort of Chrifianjburg 4 — built here Danes Few 
pups) en hee wee obey nope ~ en eorhgee se chy and f called in Honour of ther aa 
pig ar yer 2 thems the Names ¢ Rin: tis a fquare 
of Englifd, and Dutchmen «. g! feast tit Batterics, pe reer tices “he eae 
Dutch Fet, AT this Place the Dutch have a ftrong Fart, - very beautiful, looking Hike one continued Bat. 
Creveceear, called Crevecarwr, fituated about half a Cannon- teryy as in Effedt it is; for the Roof being en- 
Shot * from why ona rocky Head-Land; tirely fiat, the Cannon may conveniently be 
and though and Pinnacescan come-upto the planted on all Parts of it ®. 
in Safety, yet the Landing is well Nefend- SMITH fays, that this Fort (lying within 
— the Fort, {mall Arms of an Soa Ss See ee SO) ey ia 
and ftrong *. Bo/men obferves, that it would . 
opel built with fourBatteries*, which, be too for the united Force of both the 
well as the Curtains, are of Rock-Suone and d others *. Notwithftanding thefe Ad it 








hath undergone fome unlucky Changes of For- 
tune. 
lw 1679, it was by Olirieks sia 
of Ghathed, 1 worthy Man oy wa Blacks Portuguese. 
treach murdered at the Inftigation of a 


Greek, wie bad lived pi Years under iar. 
This Villain foon after fold the Place xo Julian 
de Barette, formerly Governor of St. Téhe~ 
os, a Sum not exceeding feven Marks of 
c 2 (two hundred and twe' t Pound.) 
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615 
di- dont to Fiti, (be 3 nets Relation to. diem a #0 ave retained perfell the Leffons of their Crgropty> 
On Abrive, King of Fred) to deliver bimfelt "old Matters, the Norman’, on this Arsice, | To ——~ 
from the arbitrary Power of the Aguambes ; who t their Neighbours to the North from)!" 
are encouraged by their King to plunder the ad- faring the Gain make by trading with the 
Jacent Countries. Eurepeans jg Bas not fuffer dem « Pullage 
‘Tre three Forts at Atéra are fubfifted by through their Country; fo that they are obliged 
Provifions brought from Cape on Manfrow, to buy from them at what Price they pleafe to fix 
Arnamabe, and Kormantin ; che try round their Goods. However, to keep fone Mealures, 
them having been quite depopulated by the Wars they prudently fixed 2 Market three Times a 
with the #; $3 Which occafioned fuch a Week at Adena, two Leagues beyond @rewt 4E- 
Searcity of Corn, that a Cheft of Maiz of two by Ara, and eight from the Coaft, where the Ne- 
Bufhels was railed to ten Pieces of Eight *, gros from the Inland Countries refort; and where 
Tre King of Aééra and his Nobles, or rather all Sorts of cages Goods are exch for 
Favourites, are f very rich in Gold and Slaves, Gold, Tvory, Wax, Civet, Slaves, and al! other 
that Ba/men thought this Country finaly pollefled Commodities brought from all Parts, Abbra 
greater Treafure than the whole Godd-Coa/l be- formerly furnifhed one Third of the Gold found 
fides, Adarchais fays, he is both rich and pow- on the Coaft '. The Trade of Attra chielly 
erful; fo, that in Cafe of Need, he can raife  confifts in Gold and Slaves. Ba/man oblerves, 
fifteen or fixteen thoufand Men © there is fuch Plenty here of thole two 
Tir tehas- THe chicf Employments of the Inlubitants Commodities, that the three Forts live peaceably 
tae are Merchandize, Agriculture and War; to which ¢ together, no one being in Danger of wanting ic 
Jatt, they are particularly addicted. And h Share and cach being ftocked with Conuneticice 
che Soil & fufticien fertile, yet commonly the other have not, is very often a Help to the 
fall thort of Proviieus tomate the + End of Trade. 
the Year; and accordingly are obliged to fetch Ar this Place alone fometimes more Gold is? ony of” 
them from other Places. received than on the whole Coaft befides ; and? 
HEY trouble themfelves neither with Fifbing, its Traffic would be yet enlarged, if the Negros 
boiling Salt ; though this Country affords a of Aguembs and iim would » as they ge~ 
Plenty of it. ‘That they leave to the Coaft are at Difference: The latter pretending 
egros, either born here, or come hither from 2 feuda) Right over the former, and i 
Parts to live; who are very numerous, and dan annual Tribute of them, which thofe of 
ferve to feveral fine Towns. Thefe, not Aguambe will by no Means fubmit to; and the 





conteat with Fifhing and making Salt, drive as Kang. to fecure his Quiet, iv fubtil cnough, 
confiderable « Trade with Foreign Ships as thofeof fair Words and Prefents, to fow Dileafiens be 
Axim and Fantin. This , in the Slave-  twixt the governing Men of déim®. Adarchais 
‘Trade, at leaft, equals that of the whole Coalt, affirms, Gold is fo common at Akéra, that an 
Annamabe not 3 contioually in Ounce of Gunpowder is fold for two Drams of 
War with fome of their Marches, Gold-Duft*, Accocding to Barbet, itis of the 
who being very populous, take them pureft Sort ', much like thar of Axim, which 
a valt Number of Prifoncrs; moft of whom they comes from /gwira. Mott of it is brought from 
fell to the Eurapeans *. ethe Country of Méeni, and thac Quato, 
es 8 MITA reckons the Inhabitants of the three which is beyond the other, and very nch in 
Aquambs, in their Way down, drive the greatett 
Part of that Trade. Yn Time of Wari fur- 
nifhes a Number of Slaves, to all the reft 
the Coat *, Smith fays, Attra feldom fails of 
Pig nae gt aber sate ger 
ly for Slaves; whereof feveral are . 
be brought from very far, becaufe it is not un- 
ee ARP Oe SAD SOY 
Tux Goods which went-off beft at Atkra,comnditia 
> 
* 2; jon of Guinte, 
aint Napa page Pe 
nent Os aie tel cee Te aon 
3 
184. t Smith, as belore, p. 135. > 
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North- 
b is the belt 


i in this Country, are Cliffs runs afine, white, fand 
or Temina, Sinche*, or derate Breadth. The Town 
Ponpena, or Penni, Great of a little Hill, Jooking towards the North, fo 
Ni pb arena and Ofka; all barren c’that few of the Aloufes can be feen from the 
Places, to land at. Thofe moft Road. The Inhabicants are civilized and fair 
noted or Trades are Sinche, Great Nings, and Dealers, but fo fulpicious, —— fearce ven- 
Lay; though, in 1689, the Dutch had fome ture on board any Ships, till Hoftages are firlt 

‘Trade at Tena, or Temina. fent afhore * 


CHINKA, ot Sinche, Vies five Leagues Eat  4LAMPI, which is a confiderable Place for 
om Aééra, a Place much reforted to from the Mares, Dae tats SRS by. Goo Aeon vee 
wg of the laft Century, when it was firft y for fome Years, having had 3 Factory with 


to the Dutch; though now the Inhabi- five Whites, ten Grometter, and fmall Arms. 
» to 









themfelves much to Fithi fupply They made fome Steps towards building a Fort 
ket at Spife, a large Town inland. for d there, but the Duteh interpofed with the Natives, 

y no Duty to the The and it has been difcantinued for fome Time; 
a) Sat hess s Sorts of however, they are about refettling it *. 





for 
the Coaft from hence to Rie Volta. Their War, here is commonly a great Number off" 
: fromethat of Jhéra, TheLand Slaves to difpofe of, the Prifoners taken on either 
of Provifions, and Abundance offine, Side being fold to the Eurspeans. The Asim- 
i Thorn- carry theirs to Ley, and the 4ywambes 
theirs to Akera, somanctage hrs: them for Kowris, 
it-Cloths, Silefia~ 
red and yellow, Knives, Fire- 
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‘Trade, as doall theBlacks © Wen the Aguambe and Axim-Blacks are atSieve-Thode 
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47 
Brie, that fattens and gives them a Tafte. Thefe a General of his Vifit; and to defire he would fend Brie. 
w—— Marigots ferve for feeding Hogs, which refort a Boat to the other Side of the River to carryvr~ 
thither for the Shade, and to cool themfelves in him to the Fort. As foon as he landed, :nd are, Recep 
the Puddle: But the Men dare not venture into rived at the Gate thereof, he fquatted down wich of 4 


Fort St, THERE remain only four old Towers of the his Beard and Hair grey, his Face thin and 

Lous, ancient Fort of St. Louis, each of them round, wrinkled, his Eyes lively, his Voice agreeable ; 
and about twenty Feet in Diamettr: They form and had a certain Air of Quality, that fhewed 
an obeufe Quadrangle, the two middle ones be- his Birth. He had on a white Gown that reach- 
ing but four Toifes and an half diftant, andthofe ed to his Knees, made of Pagnes*, or Cotton 
at the Ends cleven *. They aré well built in Cloths, ftriped with Blue, fhaped like the Sur- 
the antique Way, and covered gach with 2 py Ta d plices worn by the Oratorian Friars, with wide 
midal Roof of Tiles. “Phy sav-~\been {ince cess. Under this he had a Pair of Breeches 
joined with Walls, and incl fymop’ Fortifica- of the fame Stuff, fo wide, that they contained 
tion of Palifados, terrafled with Barth, beneath near fix Yards; and were plaited behind in fuch- 
which lie the Magazines, with fome ill-contrived a Manner, that the Folds or Lappets ferved for 
Baftions: So that this Fort is of no greatStrength, a Cufhion to fit-on. Over his Gown he wore a 
unlefs by its natural Situation. There are thirty Band or Swathe of Scarlet Cloth, near half a. 
Guns mounted on feveral Batteries, with 2 good Foot broad, which ferved him for a Belt; and to 
Magazine of {mall Arms and Ammunition. Our which hung a Sabre, the Hilt and Sheath whereof 
Author does not mention how many Men there were ornamented with Silver, in a Manner fur- 
are in Garifon; heonly obferves, that the Com- e prifing, confidering it was done by Negros. 
pany ufually employ about two hundred Men, Att his Gown and Belt were ftrowed with Genedwisté 
who are diftributed among their fix Settlements Grifgris, neatly fewed up in Pieces of Scarlet +" 
which they have upon the Coaft, and within Cloth, red Turty Leather, and the Skins of wild 
Land, as the General thinks fit. Thefe we take Beafts. Thefe Pieces were of different Shapes, 
to be the Factors and other Servants of theCom- fome fquare, others round, others long, or-mul- 
pany. } tangular, like Diamonds ; and faftened over the 

Governor's Tne State, in which the French Governor, or Part of the Body they were inténded to preferve 


ture, 


‘(in 


the Thickets for the Midges, or Gnats, which 
fwarm. in Legions, ‘sloctially towards Evening. 
Tue Ifle is at a great Lofs for want of Irefh 
Water for half the Year, there being neither 
Well nor Spring on it; and the Sanaga, during 
the Southerly Monfon, that is, from December to 
Fuly, being fait. In the Time of the Inunda- 
tions, the Water is good; but for the dry Sea- 
fon, they are forced to dig Wells in the Sand, 
the Water of which being brackifh, is not fit to 
ufe till filtred through a Stone brought from 
the Canaries. To cool it, they put it in carthen 
Pots not varnifhed, and fet them in a Place ex- 
ofed to the North Wind ; having Openings or 
Fietle Loop-Holes on the North-Side, narrow with- 
out, and widening within. ‘Mhis Place muft be 
vaulted and covered with a Roof that muit not 
touch the Cieling. It is remarkable of thefe 
Wells, that the Water in them becomes falt, as 
that in the River becomes frefh, & wice verfa*. 


Direétor-General, lives here, may appear from 
the Account of the Reception given a Négro 
Prince, called the Littl Brat, by the Sieur Brite 
in 1697- This Chief being come from Maka 

the {ftand of Bifefa) with fifteen or twenty 
Attendants, fent a Canoa to inform the /rexc 


* Labat, vol.z. p. 220, &F /egg. 
by “Yolyon im his Voyage to the Gambra, 


® Sez the Figure; al(a its Sieges, p. 16. ¢. 
4 This we think was mot audacious Infolence ; fuch as mult 


all his Attendants, who were armed with Aila- 
gayess Sabres, Knives, and Targets. In this 

ofture he fat, till his Interpreter went to know 
if the General was at Leifure to receive his Vifit. 
The Interpreter was imnicdiatcly fent to conduct 
him, and introduced him to the Hall of Audience 


b with only two of his Officers, and two of his 


Guiriots *, or poetical Muficians, who on thefe 
Occafions always attend their Mafters. The Ge- 
neral was feated in an Arm-Chair, covered ; with 
his Officers round him. When the Negro Prince 
entered, he took-off his Bonnet, put his Hand 
in that of M. Brie, and then lifted it up to his 
Forchead. This he repeated three or four Times 
without fpeaking. The Governor did the fame, 
without rifing or pulling off his Hat 4. 


c THE Prince then fat-down on 2 Form, wit!:ee- . 
. ” . eee 
his two Officers on each Side in the fame Poftures ,j, p, jie. 


and his two Guiricts behind him on the Ground. 


He was a well-looking old Man, of about fixty ; His Digi. 


their Virtue. In thefe, Breeches’ were no 
Pockets; but there hung on the right Side of his 

f Breaft a Jittle Bag, which held his Treafure. 
The Gown was not clofed above like our Sur- 
lices, but open and fcallopped like a Woman’s 
ite 3 and adorned round the Neck with a Sort 


© Called Fudddics 


eseate Averfion in thoie Princes: Tne leaft of whom ure far more defpofitic, and ufed to greater Submiffions 


"from their Subjeéts, than the Kings of Europe. 


© From the Portugueze, Panne, agreeable to the Larix. 
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frie. of Embrodcry in red Cloth, reprefenting Buttons a conducted to a feparate Apartment, 
yo and other Figures. 


Nis Bonnet was of the fame 
Stuff with his Gown, and narrow below; but 
faige and wide at Top, fo that it fell back on 
one Side of his Head *. He fat for fuinc Time 
filent, looking attentively on the General, and 
at laft made lus Speech, which was explained by 
the Governor's Interpreter. ‘The Subftance was, 
» * That being informed of the Sieur Briie’s Ar- 
** rival at Senaga, in Quality of General for the 
** Company, and having heard his Charaéter, he 
*€ thought it his Duty to fee him, and offer him 
‘© his Friendfhip: That he had always borne a 
“¢ Kindnefs for the French Nation, and done 
** them all the Services in his Power: That he 
would {till continue to do fo, and in particular 
that the Sieur Brie might depend on his Af- 
fection, as a Mark of which he had brought 
him a Prefent of a Slave >,” 

THE Prince's two Officers and the Guiriots 
next made their Compliments, which the Gene- 
~ ral received with Civility, After this Brandy was 
brought-in : For although fome Negros, as Afe- 
hammedars, arc {crupulous on this Head, yet, for 
the moft Part, they lock ai this Command of 
the Kordn as a Countel rather than a Precept, and 
drink as much as they can. This Prince was no 
Flincher at his Bottle. One of his Officers filled- 
out a Cup, avd after tafting it, gave it tu his 
Mafter; who rofe, and drinking the Gencra!’s 
Health, returned the Cup, with the Remainder, 
to the Officer ws a Favour. After the firlt Glafs, 
the Prince and his two Officers lighted their Pipes, 
and fell to fmoaking. Mean Time the Guiriots 
began to fing, accompanying their Voice with a 
finall Lnftrument of Uiree Strings, like our Lutes ; 
the Belly of which is formed of a Piece of a 
Calabash, with « Mandle fixed to it. The Bridge 
is very low, and the Stings of Horfc-Flair. 
Theft they ferape and ftrike in Meafure, fo that 
the Sound is not dilagrecuble. ‘Their Songs are 
martial, aud turned on the Praifes of their Prince 
and the General ; who they faid, in their Stile, 
was a Man of great People, that is, of high 
Birth: That he was Lord of the Sea: That . 
overcame all his Enemies; and that they had 
never feen fo magnificent and liberal a Man: A 
Compliment they never fail to throw in for their 
own dukes; concluding with Withes for his Health 
and long Life. 

Tris Mufic no Way interrupted their Con- 
verfation : After which, the Gencral invited the 
Negro-Piince to lodge in the Fort, who, as it 
was late, accepted the Offer. Hercupon he was 
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p.230, & fegy. © Mbid. p. 241. 
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not liking to eat with the Whites. “Ihe Gene- 
ral touk Care to fend him Ki/kis and Meat, 
which his Servants dreffed his own Way, with 
Brandy and Palm Wine. His Arrival had drawn 
many Negros to the Ifle, who danced all Night. 
In the Morning he took his Leave, seg Dae 
ceived his Tago or Prefent in Return tor his Save. 
The General alfo gave Prefents to his Officers 
and Muficians ; who, without that, would have 


b foon changed their Praifes into Malediétions *. 


SECT. I. 


Hoval Kingdom: Its great Fertility. Ifle of Palm- 
Tree. Beriareta, wR idence o, shen Brak. 
Lake Pania Fuli, Jake ¢ ae Ife of 
Menage. Ife of rg Lali Village. ‘Terrier 
Rouge. Platon de Donghel. Ife of Bilbas. 
Giimel : Refidence of the King of the Fuli. 


Ghiorel. Layda. Tuabo: Refidence of the 
King of Galam. River Falema. Town of 
Dramanct. Mankanct. Ife and Town of 


Kayegni. Rock of Fela. Katlon Kingdom, and 


Lake. 
HE Poine of the 


Leagues above Fort St. Louis. ‘This is the Li- 
mit or Boundary of the Kingdoms of Kaysr and 
lying to the Right; and the 
thARever, This Country was 
the Name of the Kingdom 

£8") general Name comprehending 
the People of different Diftri€ts here, as that of 
Europeans includes Englifh, French, &c. The 
Kingdom of Ffoval extends about forty-fix 
T.cagues from Eaft to Weft. Its Bounds on the 
North-Side are uncertain, it being frequently 
fubje&t to the Incurfions of the Moers. The 
King is ftiled Brak, which fignifies King of Kings. 
It is purely, like the Damel and Siratik, a Title of 
Majefty, refembling the Pharaohs and Cw/fars of 
old. The Kingdom of Hoval extends much more 
on the South-Side of the Sanaga, than on the 
North. It is feparated on the Eaft from the King- 
dom of the Fulis, by the Lake of Kayor; and ex- 
tends along to the Sanaga to the Village of Em- 
bakdna, or Embakani, on the Frontiers of Galam : 
Which is an hundred and ninety-fix Leagues from 






f Eaft to Weft. Its Limits to the South are yet un- 


known. The Emperor is called the Sirati&. 
TEN or twelve Leagues above Fort St. Louis lies 
a Point of Land, where the Fertility of the Soil 


A Cp was adorned by way of Feather, with the Head of an African Peacock, in which was a Grifgris: 
His Legs were bare, and he had on his Feet Sandals, like thofe of the Romans. 
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far. 


Ifleof Palm- 
ree, 


Serinpati. 


The Western Coast of AFRICA. 


indwoad the Negros to build feven or eight a the bet and 


, the chief of which is called Bué/ar *. 
The farther you go from the Sea, the 
the River feems more fruitful, and well im-: 
ed. It abounds in Maiz, which is a never, 
ing Commodity here *. 
Tue Me of Bifefa is about twenty Leagues 
long, and eight in the broadeft Part. It is 
by an Arm of the Sanaga, which fepa- 
rates from it at the Village of Anjhoye, and di- 


This Village belo 
Chief, called Kaye, 
above 


» in 1715, to a Negro 
ephew to the Brak. Some 
inpeta, on the North Side of 


the River, lies The Defert; a Place famous for Td Dyer, 


being the Mart of the Gum-Trade, with the 

Moors of the Tribe of Had al Aji. This isa 

vaft barren Plain, bounded by Hills of red Sand, 

8 Gree Diftance, covered with fome Furz- 
es. 
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Canoas ufed onthe Sanaga. Brit. 


vides into two-Branches at the Village of Ube b Two Leagues higher lies Ingherbel, the Refi- BrAdence of 
dence of the great Brak, King of Hoval. This‘ Bra 


i *. This laft Branch fubdivides again at the 
Village of Pima; fo that the Ile of Bifefha is 
bounded on the Eaft by an Arm of the Sanaga, 
called the River of Sagheray, on the Weft by 
the Sanaga itfelf, and is divided into three Parts 
by the little River of ‘Yor *, and the Kor, or 
Bekio. The Soil throughout is rich and fruitful ; 
The Inundations of the Senaga contributing not 
alittle thereto, It abounds in Maiz of both 
Kinds; Rice, Pulfe, Tobacco, and Indigo. c 
Wheat thrives well here after the fecond Crop, 
and its having Time to be naturalized to the 
Soil. Cotton Trees grow alfu in vasa 6 Here 
are vait Meadows, which feed large Herds of 
reat and {mall Cattle; all excellent in their 

ind. Poultry are numerous, as well as wild 
Fowl]; fuch as Partridges, Wood-Pigeons, and 
Pintados in Droves. ides Forefts, there are 
great Woods of Palm-Trees; and the Villages, 


is a large Village oppofite to Engherbel. On the 
South-Side, a Rive dif es itfelf into the Sa- 
naga, which comes out of the Lake of Panta 
Fili®. This is called the Portngueze River. It 
lics about thirty-feven Leagues from the Mou 

of the Sanaga; and is a Kind of natural Canal, 
by which the Waters of that River flow into the 
Lake during the Time of its Inundation, and re- 
turn when the Floods abate. This Canal is 
about five or fix Leagues long; its Banks are 
planted with Trees, and adorned with Villages; 
and the Soil is as fertile, as the Natives are lazy. 
This Portuguexe River has a {mall Shoal at the 


Entry, but not s The Lake itfelf iste Pania 
of an oval Sha ee Leagues in Fub 


from North to » and three in Breadth from’ 
Eaft to Weft. It is clofed by two Points, and a 
fmall Ifland, which open into a Creek, made. 


that lic thick on the River, thew the Country is d by a large Rivulet; whofe Banks are over- 


well peopled. a) ? 
Asove the Ifle of? sg, the Ife of 
* Bikfar, called by the Frenc¥FTfle aux Bois, 
woody. It lies about half a 


becaule of its bein 
a ae from the North-Point of St. Louis ; and 
is t three Leagues and an half long, and 
three Quarters of a sage broad. The Ile of 
Bichon ‘, or of the Palm-Tree, is nine Leagues 
from St. Louis, about two long, and 
very narrow. Both thefe Ifles are cultivated and ¢ 
inhabited by the Negros; who build their Vil- 
lages on the rifing Grounds, to fecure them from 
sar annual Inundations of Hf tardy La mA 2 
N proceedin the a, on 
Hand, the firt Rane akie Place.is Serinpeta, or 
Serimfalli; vthere the River, which has hitherto 
lain North and South, alters its Courfe to Eaft 
and Weft. Between this Place and Béé/ar is 
Pafture Ground, where the Tribe of A@zers, cal- 
led Sargantes, come ‘in 
Camels, and other Cattle, 


flowed in the Time of the Senoga’s Inundation.- 
When the Floods are fallen, the greater Part of 
the Lake remains dry, and yields large Crops of 
Maiz, Rice, Tobacco, and Pulfe: Notwith- 
ftanding which, and the Populoufnefs of the 
Sones round, the Negros are, through Lazi+ 
nefs, often reduced to Famine; efpecially in bad 
Harvefts, or when the Locufts devour their Pro- 
duct. The Negros eat thefe Infeéts, which of- 
ten come in fuch Swarms as to darken the Air, 
— deftroy every Thing green that lies in their 
ay '. 

A LITTLE higher on the North-Side, the Sa- 
naga receives 
which iffwes from the 
This Lake lies about fifty a from Fort 
St. Louis; and is made like that of Panier Fiii, 
by the Overflowings of the River. On the left 
Side of the River leading to it, and three 


dry Seafons to feed their F from the Sana, y is the Village of Grain, or In- 
for which they pay a grin, 


by a Negro Grandee, fubject to the 
é The oe i youth 


Tribute to the Brat. At Serinpgeta, they make great Braé. Country here is and 

- © In Labet, Bomar, » Labat, abi fapra, p.152, & foggy. © - * Thefe two Villages are written if 

Labat, Bachoie and Ouchefour : But we have reduced the Names where from the French to the Englifo 

+. € Called ao The ewe Brat. +: :9daLabety:Beexar.  ‘ Bicbim, ina Lap-Dog. 

. Spra ram. 64 to 193, » In Labas,.Pawier Feult, ' Lebar, vol. 3. 9. 88 and 107. 
DL. 2. p. 174. . 
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the Marigot, or Rivulet of Kayor Lake of 
re of the fame Nase Karer. 
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Brie. well cultivated. Four Leagues higher on the a the Floods,, The French had 9 {mall Factory Brte 
nigh Side lies the Village of Queda, which is here formerly, but they have abandoned it. The === 
fubje& to the Siratit, King of the Filip There Village of Berghe! lies on the South-Side of the 
is no pafling farther than this Village in the dry River, in the of Ivory, and is a Place of 
Seafon, on account of the Reeds that intirely fome Trade». 
choak-up that Part of the River, which commu- Tuts Mag a © of Barti lies at the Weft-End yp. of ni 
nicates with the Lake+. of the fi Ifle, where it meets that of Bi/bas ston 
Some re bighee up the Sanega Jies a from which it is span only by a Branch of 
oe of Mc- fall Ifle, called by the French, the Ile of Me- the Sanaga‘. This Ifle is not near fo large as the 


Re Mor- 


i 


i 
ahey 
i: 


nage, from a Village of the fame Name op- 
fite to it, on the South-Side of the River, 
his Ifle is fertile and agreeable, but lies fo low, 
that it is annually overflowed. The Negros 
fow here their Légans, or Plantations of Rice, 
Millet, Tobacco and Pulfe, when the Floods 
‘0 off, and get plentiful Crops. Five Leagues 
ighér, ;on the fame Side, lies the Village called 
the Cock; direct! oppofite to the Eaft-End of 
the Ife of Mal or Jvory, and to the Village 
of Eine feate be it. 

HE Ifle of Jvory is forty four Leagues long, 
and from three to fix in Breadth, ite formed 
by an Arm of the Sanaga, which goes off at 

‘au, and feparates it from the Ile of Bilbas, 
which Bical may be reckoned Part of it. The 
main ch, which runs on the North-Side, 
retains the Name of Sanaga ; that which hounds 
it to the South, is called the River of Jvery. 

Tue Country to the South of the River of 
Foory is level, ruitful, and well improved; a- 
bounding in 
pe wegnclnd Min lbenss re Se 

ts, who fe ly in Flecks of forty 
or yen rome and wali they can get into 
the tations of the Negros, make a terrible 
Havock. Ten Leagues from the Weft-Point of 
the Ife of Jvory, on the North-Side of the Sa- 
naga, is the Village of Lali; near which is a 
Pace called, by the French, Terrier Rouge, or 
the Red Burrow, feventy Leagues from the 
Mouth of the Sanaga, noted for the Gum 
Trade carried on with the Moors of the Tribe 
of Ebre-ghena, in the fame Manner as it is at 
the Defert. From this Place to Hovalalda, the 
Sides of the River are charming; confifting of 
vait Plains, ftocked with Catthe of all Kinds, 
t all overflowed at the Time of tbe Inunda- 
; when the Inhabitants remove with their 


and Eff i up the Country. Fif- 
iy Fade lies a or. 
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former: It is but thirty five Leagues in 
b and from three to four in Breadth. It is formed 
by two Branches of the Sanaga, which divide 


near a Village called the Cap, on the North-Side 
of that River, The Sail and Produé& refembles 


that of the Ifle of Jvory, and it is equally popu- 
Jous. Higher on the North-Side of the Sanaga 
lies the Village of Kahaydé, which was formerly 
the Né-plus-ultrd of the French on this River. 
A little above this is an Ife, which, befides being 
well planted with Cotton-Trees, produces To- 
bacco and Pulfe in Abundance. Not far from 
hence a large River falls into the Sanaga, which 


es by Gamel, the Refidence or Palace of the gamei, 
iratik, King of the Fiulis. This River, during Reyal Sear, 


the Inundations of the Niger, {wells very much ; 
and overflowing its Banks, forms a Lake of con- 
fiderable Extent, and leaves behind it, when the 
Floods abate, a fat Slime, which contributes 
reatly to the Fertility of the Soil. Near the 
Contiex of this River with the Sanaga, on the 


is the Port of if The Country between 
this and Gimul, diftant, is very 
fruitful, well cultivated and populous *, 

Forty es above Ghiorel, on the fame 


Side, is Layda, a Village or Town of confidera- 
ble Trade. Higher up lies the bers of Em- 
bakana, near which, on the North-Side, and on 
the Frontiers of the Kingdom of Galam, is the 
Village of Bite; a Place remarkable for Plenty 
e of Poultry of all Kinds. Ghilda, which is the 
firft Town in Galam, lies on the fame Side, in 
the Latitude of fourteen fifty-feven Mi- 
nutes North, (by Obfervation.) Oppofite to Gil- 
da, on the Sou ay ot ai noted for fome 
Quarries, or Hills, of fine Marble ; it is 
Refidence of the iy, Gelam. Having pafied 
i i of Fafert, or Ya- 
South-Side of the 
d mae 


Trees, and divided into natural d North-Side, lies Ghiorel, a large Village, which Ghiorel, 


Layda. 


the ufual foe! Beet, 


Thee Waeatern Coast of AFRICA. 


Brie. Bézhta; and near the Town is a Mountain of a 


NN red Marble veined with White*. 
River Fale- ALITTLE below Tafalifga, near the Village 
ma, Dongiama, the River Falemé, after paffing through 
the Country of Bambsk, difcharges itfelf into 
the Sanaga, on the South-Side. Above Tafalifga 
is the Village of Baba Segalle, of no great Note. 
Higher, on the South-Side, is feated the Town 
Brew of of Dramanet; a large populous Place, contain- 
Deamanct. ing near four thoufand Inhabitants, chiefly Ado- 


5s 
es, difcharge themiclves into the Lake of Brie. 
Kaffon, of which the Europeans have yet little 
Knowledge. There is good Ground to fuppofe, 4nd Late. 
that the River of Gamel, which falls into the 
Sanaga at Kahayde before-mentioned, proceeds 
from this Lake, as it regularly overflows, at the 
yr Time, son this River. The Ife of Ka/- 
on is about Leagues long, and fix broad. 
The Soil is sch eed ealivated and the Count 
populous. The King being powerful, is adh 


hammedan Mar bits, who live independent on the b refpeéted ; and moft of the neighbouring Princes, 


King of Galam. Thefe Negros have a Genius 

for Poctihenchs and Trade, as far as the Kingdom 

of Tombét, and to the &nglifh Settlements on 

the Gambra. The Country, on the South-Side 

of the Sanaga hereabouts, ts well inhabited ; but 

there are no Villages to be feen above Ghilda, 

on the North-Side, on account of the Incurfions 

of the Afoors. Here the French built their firft 

Fort St. ‘Fefeph, which was furprized and de- 

ftroyed by the Negros in 1702. From hence they 

;Mankanet, Femoved to Mankanet, a Village a little lower 

on the South-Side of the Sauaga. Between 

Dramanet and Kaygni, the Country is thick of 

Villages, and feveral {mall Rivers enter the Sa- 

naga from the South; the largeft of which is 

that of Ghianon, whofe Courfe lies South South- 

Eaft for about forty Leagues, and is navigable 
for Canoas >, 

From Dramanet it is twenty-five 


and Leagues 


n 


not excepting the King of Galam, pay him 
Tribute ¢. 
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An paguiy concerning the River Niger, and 
whether the Sanaga and Gambra be Branches 
of it. 


The Fa& affirmed: And believed without fufficient 
Grounds. Leo’s Report various, and erroneous. 
No Difcovery yet made this Way. Report o 
the Mundingos. Contradiéted by others. The 
Difference great. Neither Report to be re- 
lied on. Name of the River. 


EFORE we finith our Defcription of the Th Ta? 
Sanaga, it may be proper to enquire, whe- “firm 
ther that River be the Nee 3 a8 many, among 
the Moderns, are inclined to believe. Cada Mo- 


Howe of by Water to the Ifle of Kaygnd, (or Kagnew ) d flo, who is the firlt Voyager extant to the Se- 


Kayend. called, by the French, Poxtcha “train, or Orleans. 


It lies fo high as not’ to be qyite covered in the 
Time of Inundation. The Soil is good and fruit- 
ful. fite to it, on the South-Side of the Sa- 
naga, lies the Town of Kaygna, or Gonghirii; 
containing five thoufand Black Inhabitants, and 
confiderable for its Traffic, the Caravans ftoppin 
here in their Way to the Gambra‘, The Fal 
"Rock of Fe- Of Feld, which are a little above this Town, 
Wi. are the Bounds of the Kingdom of Galam to the 
Eaft, as Guilda is to the Weft. The Sanaga 
falls here thirty Fathom, after running, for fome 
‘Time, in a narrow Channel between Mountains. 
Its North-Weft Limits are the Defarts inhabited 
the Afeors, in moveable Villages or Tents. 
To the i aeters ” the Kin rg of Ka/- 
Kafii, whofe King is called Segadove, 
in al Me to the North of the 
Sanaga, which begins half Way between the 
Falls of Feld and Govina, which are forty 
es diftant. This Lile is formed by two 
Branches of the Sanaga, called the black and 


Kaffon 
Kingdem, Jan, or 
and 


f 


naga, Was this Opinion; and that towards 
the Weftern-Ocean, the River divided into many 
Branches *. Leo afferts the fame as a Faét, but 
the Account he gives of its Origin, thews it was 
very uncertain. He declares that it begins Eaft- 
ward from a Defart, named by the Natives Sew. 
Others affirmed, (fays he) that, fpringing out of 
a Lake, it runs Weftward to the . The 
African Geographers fay, that it comes from 
Nile, and that running under-ground for 

fome Space, it breaks-out again in the Lake 
above-mentioned. Some imagine that this River 
rifes in the Weft, and running Eaftward, forms 
that great Lake. But this, fays he, is not pro~ 
bable, becaufe we fail with the Stream ‘ Welt- 
ward, from Tombiite to Gheneoa and Mellit, And 
elfewheré he tells us, that the Place, where the 
Merchants imbark them(elves, is Kabra; a Town 
on the Niger, twelve Miles from Tombuto 4, 

Upon the Authority of thefe two Authors, gpg recived 
the Matter has been taken for granted, without cis! ou 
farther Examination, by moft Writers, Travel- Grows 


white Rivers; which, after a-Courfe of fixty Jers as well as Geographers, down to this Timc. 


* Lobat, vol. 3. p. 308, & fegy- 


ci 1. fe cn » Thid. ou 7. 


f ? 78. io 


‘ ». ibid. p. 530, & fogg. 
Labat, val. 3. p. 355, Jy: 
r 8 See Lee Defcrit, del Africa, 


H2 


© In the next Seétion, we have given the 
® See before, vol. 1. p. 581. d. 
part 1. -in Rewmfio's Gatledtion, 


Mr, 
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Brie, Mr, Atkins, in bis Voyage to Guinea, in 1721, a they are ftill at a Lofs, the Accounts @ the Brie; 

makes no Scruple to affert, that the Senaga and Natives themfelves being fo different ; here. 
Gambia are Branches of that River *, Mr. either from their Ignorance in the Seomnety 
Moor, in his Travels into the Inland Parts of their Country, or a Defign to difcourage - 
Africa, publifhed in 1738, is of the fame Opi- ers from attempting a erce, which might 
nion, and that the Niger itfelf is a Branch of ruin their own. 
the Nile * 5 yet proves it not from Informations Tue Sieur Brite, who made three V ‘up 
received while at the Gambia, or Gambra, but the Sa ees brought home certain Intelligences 
from the Writings of former Authors; par- from the atives ; which are given us bat. 
ticularly four, Herodotus, the Nubian Geography, The Mandingss, who travel moft, are the Resort of rhe 
Leo the African, and Ludolfus in his Hiftory of b beft Traders am the Blacks, fay, that the Manduigos. 
Ethiopia. "The firft of thefe fays nothing to the Niger ¢ rifes from a Lake called Maberia, whofe 
Purpofe. The Nubian Geography is a Voucher Situation (fays the Auther) cannot be well mark- 
of no Authority, confidering how imperfe&tly ed from their Report, as being Strangers to 
thofe Parts were known to the Arabs; and Lu- Longitude and Latitude. They added, that at a 
dolfus grounds his Argument of the Niger be- Place called Barakota, it divides itfelf into two 
ing a Branch of the Nile, upon the Teftimony Arms, the Southern of which is called Gambea, 
of the Nubian Geographer, and a Report of the or Gambia *; which, after a long Courfe, lofes 
Habafbi or Abiffins 5 which, probably, was all the itfelf in a marfhy Lake, filled with Reeds and 
Foundation that Geographer went upon, Grafs, fo that it is unpaflable: That iffuing out 

Leo's: Report LEO is the only Author of thefe four who c of this Lake, it runs with a full clear Stream to 

warious, 


was upon the Niger; and yet the Reader fees, 
he gives no certain Account either of the Rife or 
Exit of that River ; all he fays being from Reports, 
and thofe very different. With regard to its 
Courfe, see he is very particular; he fays, 
that the Stream from Kabra runs Weftward ; 
that the Merchants fail from that Town to the 
Countries of Ghinea and Melli ; that thefe Coun- 
tries lie upan the Niger and the Weftern Ocean, 


into which the Niger falls. Thefe Matters are d Barakota, where th 


alfo pofitively aflerted ; but then he produces no 
fufficient Vouchers; for he docs not f > as an 
Eye-Witnefs, with refpeét to them all: And 
whoever will examine his Defcription of thefe 
Countries, will find it very fuperficial and defec- 
tive, if not erroneous, in Point of Geography. 
And errom- Among the reft, he fays, that Adelli extends 
mus, three hundred Miles along the Bank of a River, 
which runs into the Niger; whereas, we ma 
venture to afhrm, there is no fuch River in thote 
Parts. But be that as it will, by his Defcription, 
the Niger cannot be the Gamira, but the Sana- 
ga, if cither of thofe Rivers; much lefs can 
Ghinea *, or Gheneoa, a Kingdom five hundred 
Miles in ae oy and extending two hundred and 
fifty along the Niger, be the petty Kingdom of 
Yoni, on the Gambra, as Mr. Moore fuppofes. 
Ne Difeors, THE French, by their Voyages and Settle- 


ty yet made) ments on the Scnaga, have better rtu- 
nities than 
this Secret; but after all their Inquiries hitherto, 


* See his-V: . 35. 
ihe Acuants of tee his, 
G, or rather Gé, in this Name, in a 
was, we cannot fee how any Word could be 
Author calls the Sea,er i 
ie is called Gambra, = © Sti i 


. 


e 


ang other Europeans, of difcovering ¢ for Gold, Ivory, and Slaves. 


® Labat will net allow the leaft Shadow 
who have been in Haba, . See his 4 Occid. vol. 2. p. 119. 

i og, deer bed tgalege Srog like the j Confonant; and 
like Yant = ‘ i 


See eee Ninny opacities Ro, 
° amet, = . 
’s Journal, which fo given hereafter, agrees hergwith ix chis , ; 


Barakonda, where the Englifh and Portugueze, 
fettled lower down the River, come to trade 
with the Mandingo Merchants: That it is na- 
vigable for Boats from Barakenda to this reedy 
Lake, but not for Barks, even in the wet Sca- 
fons ; on Account of a Bank of Rocks between 
thefe Places, which leaves only Intervals for Ca- 
noas to pafs, and that with Difficulty % 

Tuey fay farther, that-at fome Diftance above 

iger forms the Gambia, it 
her Channels : That which 
crofles the ee of Bambiik to the South- 
Eaft, is called the River Faseme; which joins the 
Niger again a little above Guion, in the King- 
dom of Galam. That after the Niger has formed 
the Gambia, it again divides itfelf into two 
Branches, inclofing a large Ifle, which they call 
Baba Degi. ‘The Channel, that flows to the 
Left, they call:-The Black River ; and that to the 
Right, the Wbite. Vhefe two Branches re-unite 
at Kaffon, about twenty Leagues below the Ca- 
taraét of Gavina, and form the Continuation of 
the Niger. 

AccorpIno to their Account, to the Eaft of 
the Lake Materia, lies the Country or Kingdom 
of Ghinbala, governed by a Negro Prince, called . 
Tonka Queta; In whofe Country-is the River of 
Ghien, which paffes through the Town of Tom- 
bate; where a confiderable Trade is carried on 
They reckon two 
or fixty Days Journey from the Rock of 


is divided into two 


of Grounds for fach a Notion ; which 
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Feld to this Tuwn, which makes about four 


tv hundred and Leagues *, 


Contradified 


Tue Negro Merchants, whom he afked about 


dy ubers. the Situation of the Kingdom of Tombidte, or 


Read from 


Tombdktd, where they had made feveral Jour- 
neys, informed him, that the Town was not 
_ fituated on the Niger, but at a Diftance, within 
Land ; and that to go thither, they kept on the 
South-Side of the River for feveral Days, and 
after leaving it, had five Days Journey till they 
arrived at that Place. 
From Kaignou, the laft Place where the River 


ae ' js navigable to ‘faga, is about five Days Journey; 


The Diffe- 


* thence to Bayogne, one; thence to Kongiré, 
one; thence to Sabaa, one; thence to Barama- 
ya, two; thence to Goury, one; to Galama, 
one; to Timbi, fifteen. Here, leaving the Ri- 
ver, and going on South-Eaft, you come in five 
Days to. Tombdktd ; whither, they faid, came 
every Year, a grand Caravan of ites, with 
Fire-Arms, who brought Goods there, and car- 
ried others back ; particulary Gold. Thefe feem 
to be the Afcors of Barbary. ' 

Tuese thirty-two Days Journey, at ten 
Leagues a Day, make three hundred and twenty 
Leagues from the Rock Feld to Tombito. ‘The 
Reafon why the Mandingos left the Niger at 
Timbr, was to fhorten the Fairey, becaufe there 
the River fetches a great Compafs to the North- 
ward. Thefe Negros faw Barks on the Niger, a 
few Leagues from Tombste; which the Author 
judges, might have brought-down the Tripoli 
Merchants, who come thither in Karawans every 
Year *, 

THes® two A-counts differ vaftly: Accord+ 


rive great ing to the firft, the Source of the Niger lics 


South-Weft of Tombito, at a great Diftance from 
it®; and the River that pafies by or near that 
Town, runs Eaftward inftead of Weftward, 
agreeable to the Opinion of fome, mentioned by 

0. And this Hypothefis De /' J/ie has followed in 
his later Maps, naming the River, at its pafling out 
of the Lake Maberia, the Sanagal or the Niger. 
The laft Account agrees with Lro’s own 8 ig 
and fixppofes the Niger to come from the Eait, as 
well as to be the fame with the Saxaga: But which 
of the two is to be depended on? For all this 
Clathing and Uncertainty, Labat looks on it as a 


a termined to take the contrary Party, we cannot 


judge ; however, he endeavours to reconcile, in “w= 


fome Meafure, both Accounts tozether, by yla- 
cing Timbi on the Lake of Maberia, about forty” 
Miles from the Head of the Ghien, which he makes 
to rife from another Lake: But then the Diftances 
affigned to the Places in his Map, do nat at all gor- 
refpond with the Mandingo Journal. On the other 
Hand, it does not appear, that Barks ever arrive 
on the Sanaga from Yombiéto; or that the Mer- 
b chants come thence by Water as well as by Land : 
Whence it may be prefumed, either, that the Vi- 
ger, or River near Tombdéto, has no Communica- 
tion with the Sanaga, or that it is embarrafled 
with Falls and Shoals. Be which it will, Leo’s 
Account (as well as Aarmol’s) muft needs be 
falfe, that the Merchants failed down the Niger 
into the Kingdoms of Ghinea and Melli, fince they 
muft have been {topped by the Falls in the Sena- 
ga; fome of which are known to be nine hun- 
c dred Miles from the Sea. 

Ir is plain, from the wide Difference of thefe 
Reports, that if Europeans would know the 
Truth of this Matter, they muft difcover it 
themfelves. And, indeed, Ladat propofes a Me- 
thod for the Purpofe; which is, for fome of the 
Factors at Arguin, and Galam, to travel to 
Tombite along with the Arab or Mandingo Mer- 
chants“. But whether they will ever permit 
them, may be queftioned, fince, hitherto, they 

d could never be prevailed upon at any Rate °. 
However, we are of Opinion, that this Matter 
could not have poffibly been fo long a Secret, if 
the Merchants and Factors, who go into thofe 
Countries, took any Pains about it. Laat, 
fpeaking of the Arabs trading to Tombite for 
Gold, fays, it is not owing to their Want of 
fufficient Knowledge to inftruét others, that the 
Europeans, who have hitherto traded with them, 
are fo intirely ignorant of that Commerce, but 

e to the Europeans themfelves, whofe Views are 
confined folely to the Branch of ‘Trade which 
they are ingaged in, without the leaft Curiofity 
to extend or improve it. At the fame Time, he 
lays the Fault originally on the Companies, who 

~ neither fet their Agents upon fuch Undertakings, 
nor reward them for any Difcoveries they fhould 
make of their own Accord. ‘, 


a Thing beyond Doubt, that the Niger is the s tothe Name of the River Niger, accord= Nene of i) 


Sanaga, and.the Gambra a Branch of it: Al- 
though this laft,, 2a being much the larger 
Stream, fhould rather be the principal. 


A 

ing to Marmel, it came from the Arabs, who ki 
call it Hued.(or sather, Wad). Nikbar, that is, 

the Black River ®.. But this feems forced; for 


f 


geo « Upon what farther Lights, De /'J/le wasde- we mect with no fuch Word a Nikhar, (or 
Y reiied on, 

® Labat, vol. 2. p. 162, &fegq.: > Hid. vol. 3. p. 361; & fagg. © This Situation of the River, 

will alfo require cro the Soath-Side) to get to Tombire ; whereas, in tue other Sicu- 


g it, we yee travel al 


ation, is no Necefliry..for -it, to the lait Journal. 4 Ibid, vol. 1. p. 501, & figg. 
4 3-p- 967. ® See vol. 4, p. 5, OF jeg € See vol. 1. p. 301, OF fey. & Marmei’s 

‘ Afrique in reach, ol, 1. ps 35+, ‘ 
Nijar, 
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tes it) fiznifying Black a above them again, Kolle*; the People of a 16q¥, 
Whe Nene” Dek aha Country till more to the Eaft, Zimbale; and MeL 
that in the Ki of Tombito, it is called ———d 


5+ 
1697, Nijar, as Ortelius 
Brie, among the Arabs. 


wy 


“NJ give it, is Nil al Siiddn, or the Nile of the 


Blacks, However that be, Wad Nikbar is a 
Name unknown to the Inhabitants: Much kf 
is it to be found among thofe given to the Sana- 
ga, by the Nations who dwell upon its Banks. 
Marmol, after obferving that it took the Name 
of Saxaga from a Lord, known to the Ports- 
guexe, who firft difcovered it, tells us, that the 


Tza; which Name it retains as far as its Source‘. 

Tuis ‘Trace of the Names would be as good 
a Proof as any, that the Senaga is the Niger, 
could it be depended upon; but M@armol does 
not inform us how he came by his Intelligence ; 
and fuppofing he had it from the People he 
mentions, it would not follow, that there was 


Seneghi * call it Seacdek ; the Falofi, Dengheh; ) no Miftake in the Matter; for if they differ 
the Tukorows, (or Lukcrals) whu live more with- about the Courle of the River, they muit needs 
in Land, Maye; the Saragols, (or Sarakolez) err about the Name. 





cH AP. V, 
Fir Vovace of the Sieur Brite up the Sanaga, in the Year 1697. 


c he was coming to pay his Cuftoms, which the 


I. 
Direétors of the Company had long negleéed : 


SEC T. 


Cccajion of the Voyage. The General leaves Fort They had Orders alfo to trade gen ays and 
Louis. Beauty of the River. Ijle of Ivory. proceed to Galam to wait his Arrival. In the 
Terrier Rouge. Pufbot, or Hurricane. Ledge mean Time, he failed flowly after. The Sanaga 
of Rocks. Bilbas [/le. Kahayda. Vift from was then navigable every-where, and the Mca- 
the Negro Chief. Ghiorel. Other Vifits paid dows and Trees in full Bloom after the wet Sea- 


fon. ‘The Sieur Brie vifited carefully both Sides 
Siratik. Sieur Briie /ets out for Court. Re- of the River, ftopping at the moft confidcrable 
tion at Bikfar. Audience of the Princefs. Places of Trade, and buying what Commodities 
cgro Ball. Met by the Kamalingo. King’s q the Negros brought him; making, at the fame 
Palace -at Gimel. Audience of the Siratik. Time, Prefents to the Chiefs of the Villages §, 
His Anfwer. The General's Prefents. NotuinG could be more beautiful than the Beauty of se 


Sanaga appeared at this Seafon, the Stream being #+«. 
Orvafion of HIS firft Voyage of the Sieur Brite up the half a Le broad, and the Banks adorn 
the Foyayts. Sanaga, was occafioned by the ill State of with lofty Trees, of different Kinds, in full 
the Company’s Affairs, through the Mifmanage- Verdure; and filled with Variety of Birds, as 
ment of their Faétors and Commiflaries on the well as Monkeys and Squirrels, which played a 
River; his Defign being to examine into the thoufand comical Tricks to divert the Spectators. 
Condition of their Settlements, and endeavour Of thefe Birds were fome blue, fome red, and 
to re-eftablifh the Commerce and Credit of the ¢ fome black, of the Size of a Linmet, and of the 
Company with the Negro Princes, ighteft Colours. A little below Donay, (a Place 
Lewes Fry FOR this End he tet out from Fort St. Lewis, where there is fometimes a Trade for Gum with 
St, Laniiss Pulp 28, 1697 ‘, with three Barks, and fome the Tribe of Afcors, called rege et Bear a lit- 
Boath provices wan veranaes eae Lar tle Ifle, called ¥ the French, the Mle de Me- 
for Trade, as well as Cabins, for sage", from a Vi of the fame Name 
ant of which the Company were expofed to fite to it, on the right Side of the River. Tt lies 
: Inconveniences. One of thefc, with two low, and is confequently fubje& to the Inunda- 
» he fent up the River before him, to tion of the River: But the Negros plant thoir 
ee Ne ee ee cially, to Lugans ‘or Plantatians here; and when the 
acquaint the Sirarit*, King of the Fialis, ‘ that £ Floods go~off, never fail of a good Crop. Five 


the Sieur Bric. Duties or Prefents for the 


® The fame with the Sasaghi, or Azanaghi. » Kolex, is a Name for a River among the 
er " Ba P 


Maatlinges, &c. ‘Marmol, ubi fipra, vol. 3. p.-47. 4 In the Original it is put 1 sy 
by Miflake. * Or, Shiratit, Laake . 168. has irda heceneai the from the 
Remarks made by the Sieur Bris in this Voyage : which Recader will ind inlereed in oar 


the the 
, of the. Country, & Labat, vol. 3. p. i Seas. b : 
calls none Lugar, and fays, they pee.spen Fw, Kook, wich P64 = Sadao, Boy Seas, 

Leagues 


1697. 


The Waste rn Coast of AFRICA, 


0% higher, is feated a little Village, called a 


» with a fall Ife of the fame Name, 


oy jult at the Welt Point of the great Mand, called 


Peoftvory. Ivory Lfle, and oppofite to a 


illage, called Ni- 
ole, in that Me. It is of a confiderable Bignefs, 
being forty-four Leagues long, and from three 
to fix Le broad ; and takes the Name of 
the MMe of » from the great Trade for ‘Teeth 
carried on here. The Soil is rich, and well cul- 
tivated. It abounds with Elephants, whu feed 
peaceably, forty or fifty in a Flock, and make b 

eat Havock in the Negro-Plantations*. The 

egros, who are not able to attack them openly, 
revenge themfelves by Artifice of thefe Deva- 
ftations ; digging large Pits, which they cover 
over with Leaves and Branches; and when the 
Elephant falls into them, they foon difpatch him 
with their Arrows, and feaft on his Body, after 
giving the Fleth fufficient Time to mortify. 

Ten Leagues above the Weft Point of the 
Ifle of Jvery, onthe North Side of the Sanaga, lies c 
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It is eafy to gather from hence an Eflimate of 1697. 
the vaft Profit made by the Company, when its Brie. 


Storchoufes are well provided with 
for as a Pint of Brandy, at the Company’s Price, 
is worth but twenty Sols (or nine Pence, Engli/>) 
the leaft they gain 1s Cent per Cent“. 

Ture Banks of the Sanaga, near Hovalaldé, 
abound more than ufually with Kulalot Birds, 
(the River being full of Fifth) who arttully build 
their Nefts on the extreme Branches‘ of the 
Trees, that overlook the River, to avoid the 
Purfuits of the Monkeys, who dare not venture 


is Liquor ; ——-v— 


near them, for Fear of falling in. Fifteen Leagues Ledge of 


beyond Hovalaldé, lies a Ledge of Rocks acrofs “*-. 


the Sanaga, called Platon de Donghel, through 
which a Paflage might cafily be made, by blow- 
ing them up. Above this Place is a fmall Ifle, 
whofe Height preferves it from ie overflowed. 
Here the Ccasipi had once a fmall Settlement, 
or Faétory, for Millet, Hides, Cattle, and Ivo- 

As the River was now navigable, the Sicur 


the Village of Lal, near which is a Place of Brie had no Trouble in pafling this Place, where 
Terier Trade, called the Terrier Rouge, fixty-fix Leagues he left a Faétor and fome Laptots to carry on 
Rouge, from Fort St. Louis, confiderable for a Gum- what Trade fhould offer. 
Trade with the Ebregbena Moors. From hence THese Faétories might have been very advan- 
to Hovalaldé, the Sides of the Sanaga are charm- tageous to the Company, if they had employed 
ing; the Country confifting of vaft Meadows, fewer Servants in them, and fuch as were honett. 
full of Cattle: But in the annual Inundations of A great Nuinber of Officers, as the Author ob- 
the Sanaga, thefe Grounds are all covered with  ferves, inftead of being a Check on exch other, o%- 
Water, and the Inhabitants forced to remove up _ ten agree to cheat their Employers. His Projectfor 
the Country, with their Cattle and Effeéts, till d improving Trade here, was to bring over from 
the Floods stm At this Village the Sieur Briie France, poor Families, whom the Company fhould 
was received by the Farba * Hoevalaldé, or Chief have encouraged to fettle on the Sanaga ; by giv- 
of the Place. He was a Friend to the French, ing them Lands, and furnifhing them with Goods 
and brought the General a Prefunt, who made for Trade, by which means their own Intereft 
him one in Return, and thanked him for his kind would have attached them to. the Company's. 
Ufage of the Crew of a French Bark that had Ar the fame Time the Sieur Brie received 
been funk by a fuddew Blaft of Wind, called here an Exprefs from the Siratit, Emperor of the 
APithot, 2Pé/bot* ; to which this Part of the Sanega is very Fudlis, acquainting him with the Impatience of 
ar Huari- fubjeét, both from the Breadth of the River, and that Prince to fee him, or rather to receive his 
-— the Country lying fo and level. The Farba, ¢ Cuftoms, From hence the Sieur Briie failed to 
or Negro Chief, of Hovalaldi, was rich in Cat- Burti, a Village at the Eaft End of the Ife of 
tle, and a paffionate Lover of Brandy, which /vory, and feparated by a Branch of the Sanaga 
was a fure Commodity to gain his -will. from the Me of Bilbds. This latter is about thir- jp of pu 
He willingly gave a good fat Ox, fora Pint of  ty-five Leagues in Langth, and from two to four -s. 
this darli iquor. [t is mot amifs, on this in Breadth, ‘The Soil is much like that of Jvery 
Occafion, to never to give the Negros a Jfle. The chief ‘I'rade here is for Ivory, which 
Catk or Bottle that is not full; for whotherthrough they purehafed at the Rate of fix Sols the Weight 
Pride or Simplicity, they prefer a -Bottle of ten Pounds; Hides, for forty Sols each ¢ 
full, to a Cafk that wants but an of its Sheep and Goats for three Sols, and other Pro- 
Meafure. In » Brandy is the beft Com- f vifions in ion. But when the Negros 
modity the a they all love it make Prefents they expect Returns of a greater 
to. Excel. alue. For Inftance, if they prefent you an 
‘* Labat, abi fapra, p. 176, * Farba is a Negro Title of Dignity, fignifying the Lord, or 
~~ cake awed ta Teo Vag. oo Goles nl Bow tle Che te led Farin and lamar 
© Chey pull a 2 . Whisiwand, whi down e ing within the Compa’ own 
Ease * Labat, ubi fepra, p. 183, &F fizg. © The Negros call thefe Rows of Nef, Vit- 
of Birds, they -lie fo clofe and chick to other. 


Ox, 
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1697, Ox, they will expect five or fix Yards of Linen; a to great Advantage. But all the Company’s Ef- 16 


Brie. 


ee ee! 


Kahaydé. 
it from 
Nigro Ubsef, 


Ghuorel. 


Vovaces and TRAVELS along 


whereas if you had bought it at the common 
Markct-Ratc, it had coit but twenty-five or 
thirty Sols. 

From hence the Sieur Briie failed to Kabay- 
dé, where he was vifited hy the Chief of that 
Village, who brought with him his Wife and 
Children. He was mounted on a fine Horfe, 
and attended by about twenty Horfemen, well 
equipped, and loaded with Grifgris. His Wife 
and Daughters followed, attended by their Maids, 
on large fat Affes, and covered with fine Pagnes, 
or Cotton-Cloths, ‘This Village was formerly 
the Ne-plus-uitra ofthe French Commerce on the 
Sanaga, jor which Reafon they kept a Factory, 
and paid Cuftom to the Chief of the Negres 
kere; but fince the Extenfion of their Com- 
merce, this Settlement is become unneceffary. 
A little above Kahayde, lies an Ifland well plant- 
cd with Cotton-Trees, and where Tobacco, and 
all Sorts of Pulfe thrive well. It is not fubject 
to the Inundations of the River, and would be 
a good Place for a Settlement, if it were not, 
that when the River is low in the dry Seafon, it 
is {ubjeét to the Incurfions of the Negros and 
Moors, who often infeft thefe Parts *; «and alfo 
for the Inconyenience of being too near the Re- 
fidence of one of the Negro Princes, Thefe 
Princes are fuch importunate Cravers, that the 
es Beggar in Europe might learn of them. 

they can get nothing by way of Gift, they 
will borrow; and in cafe of Refufal, forbid 
Trade, or load it with Exaétions. The Neigh- 
bourhood of thefe Kings is therefore very trou- 
blefome, as they conftantly expect new Prefents ; 
to which if you once accuftom them, they take 
Care to keep-up their Demands. 

Art Kabayde, the Sieur Briie received a fecond 
‘Courier from the Sirati#, prefling his Coming; 
and as it was but two es to Ghiorel, the 


Port of that King on the Sanaga, the General 
foon got thither. This is a large Village, the 
Trading-Place of the Sirati#, whofe Relidence, 

imel, lies about ten to the Eaft 


North-Eaft, on a large River; which fwells very 
much in the Time of the Inundations in the Sa- 
nage, and overflows the adjacent Country. Thefe 
Inundations greatly fatten the Soil, by the Slime 
they leave, and make it produce Two-fold: 
Rice, efpecially, thrives wonderfully in thefe 
Grounds, and yields a prodigious Increafe. This 

y fow before the come-on, but the 
Milles and Rice afterwards. The Tobacco here 
is excellent; and if the Natives were encouraged 


te plant, it might be exported, by the French, 


| § Dabat, ubi fugra, p. 188, & fgg. © Thele Kxpreics go very quick, the Roads being excellent, 
and See Se, 3 Benin ti Bone bola Biba 
a Title given to the aged Wests, by way of Refpea. — men LG = ' 


forts to engage the Negros to cultivate this pro- 
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Brie. 


fitable Plant, have proved ineffectual. ‘The Sieur —an 


Brie often convinced John Barre and Yam/ck, of 
the Advantrges they might reap by planting it 
in their Ifland. They agrecd to what he faid, 
but when the Matter came to Execution, they 
had no Power to begin. ‘They faid, their An- 
ceftors never did fo, and why fhould they? 
Tue Sieur Brie on his Arrival at 


hiorel, Siu Brite 


b fired three Guns, to give Notice of his Coming. vifted. 


Scarce was he anchored, when he was vifited by 
Farba-Ghiorel, ‘This Negro was Uncle to the 
Siratif, and a great Friend to the French. The 
General received him with great Civility on board ; 
and alfo faluted him with his Pedereros when he 
went a-{hore. He atiured the General he would 
immediately difpatch an Exprefs to the Siratié, 
to inform him of his Coming>. The fame 
Evening, Bikar Sire, a Son of the Siratif, 

c whofe Paare lay between Ghiorel and Gitmel, 
came on board; afluring him of his Father's 
Fondnefsto fee him, on the good Charaéter he had 
heard of him, Thefe Compliments were attend- 
cd with the Prefent of two fat Oxen, and a 
Gold Box, well-wrought, weighing about an 
Ounce. ‘The General made the Prince fome 
Prefents in Return, and, at his Departure, fa- 
luted him with his Guns. The Gencral immedi- 
atcly fent a Clerk afhore to open Trade ; and as 

d Goods were then much wanted, his Barks were 
quickly loaded *. 

Tue Siratik having received the Account of 
the Sieur Briie’s Arrival, fent to compliment 
him, by his Grand Bouquenet, or High Steward 
of the King’s Houthold ; a-venecrable old Man, 
of a good Size, with his Beard.and Hair white, 
& Sign of a great Age amongft the Negros.) He 
eemed, however, to be vigorous, of a quick 


App ion, and very.polite: His Name was 
e Bata Milé*, After-the Compliments, this 
N randee: received the Cuftoms, or annual 


Pretati, due to his Mafter. Thefe confifted in Durie, 4 


white and black Cotton-Cloths 
cepa sage cong, coloured Worfteds, Co- 
ral, yellow Amber, Iron in Copper Ket- 
tlea, Sugar, Beaniy, Spices, fome Plate and Dxtch 
Silver Coin, with a Surtout of fcarlet Cloth, 
Brandendurgh Fafhion, with Silver Trimmings, 
f which buttoned before and behind, and two Box- 
ae ae the nr pareicved gp Feepiicas 
ois (Oo receiv’ GJ . payable 

so the Wives of the King, wide len 
half that of the King; his own to near the 
fame Value. The Kamalingo, or Lieutenant;Ge- 


neral 


» fome Pieces of Prefents, 
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1697. neral of the who is commonly the pre- a Milk in Abundance. Though he had his Supper 1699. 
Od! * faraptive Heir, came alfo and received the dreffed in the French Way, yet, out of Compli- 'p,2! 
wow ent or Duty paid to him. All thefe Duties ment, he tafted thefe. At the End of this Re- AyAy 


invited him to Court, and introduced the Ofn- 


cers to him, who were inted to conduc& 
him ; having provided a Number of Horfes 
for his Attendants, and ls to carry his Bag- 


Oar Day the Sieur Briie landed, under the 
Difcharge of the Cannon of his Barks, and fet 
out for the Court of the Sirati. His Train con- 
fifted of fix of his Factors, two Interpreters, two 
Trumpets, two Hautboys, and fome Domettics ; 
with twelve Leptots, or free Blacks, well armed. 
His Convoy, divided intotwo Bodies, led and clofed 
the March. In this Manner he pafled through a 
level Country, well cultivated, and full of Vil- 
lages, intertpested with Groves of lofty Trees. 
In approaching Bukar (ar Bik/ar) he met with 
large Meslows} the lower Grounds of which be- 
gan to be overflowed, by the Inundation now 
coming-on, The Grounds yet dry were covered 
with great and {mall Cattle, fo that the Keepers 
could hardly open a Paflage for the General and 
his Company. He arrived at Bud/ar as Night 
approached *. 

Rince Siré, to whom this Village belonged, 


paft, the Prince came, fat down at Table, with- 
out Ceremony, cat fome Sweetmeats, drank fome 
Glaffes of Wine and Brandy, and fmoaked with 
him till they were told the Folgar, or Ball, was 
rgb This Ball confifts of al] the Youth ofy 
the Village, who dance and fing, while the El- 
ders fit on Mats round that on which the Fo/gar 


b ses and converfed together. This they 


Kalder, that is, to argue or converfe, and is 
one of their greateft Pleafures. Every one talk- 
ed upon the Subject he liked; and it is cafy, at 
thefe Meetings, to perceive what happy Memo- 
ries they are bleffed with; and how great a Pro- 

refs they would make in the Sciences, in cafe 

eir Genius was cultivated with Study. They 
explain themfelves in very choice Terms: Their 
Expreffions are noble, and Manners polite. This 
is to be underftood of the People of Diftinétion, 
as the Officers, Merchants, and the like: For 
Peafants, Workmen and Shepherds are as igno- 
rant in thefe Parts as elfewhere. 

Tre Village of Buk/ar is feated on a fimall 
Eminence, in the Centre of a wide Plain, which 
makes it healthy. The Houfes are like thofe of 
all this Country, round, and pointed like the Ice- 
Houfes in France; but with little Windows, pof- 
fibly becaufe free from Mufquites, which infeft 


met the Sieur Bride at the Entrance of it, ac- d the low Grounds. In the Centre of this Village 


companied about thirty Horfe. As foon as 
ee tae, he came full Gallop, fhaking 
his Affagaye, or Spear, as if he meant to dart it 
athim. ‘The Sieur Brie met him in the fame 
Manner, with his Piftol cock’d and prefented. 
Coming near cach other, they put up their Wea- 
pons, alighted and embraced. After this they 
remounted, and the Prince conducted him to a 
Houfe prepared for him, in the fame Inclofure 
with the Seraglio of his Women. After conduct- 
ing him to his Apartment, the Prince left him ; 


Audicwee of aNd the Sieur Brife was introduced to an Audi- 
thePrincl, ence of the Princefs, his Wife. 


She appeared 
middle-fized, well-fhaped, young and agreeable: 
Her Features regular, her Eyes large, ively and 
well cut : Her Mouth fmall, and herT ceth extreme- 
ly white. Her Olive Complexion would have 
greatly diminifhed her Beauty, if fhe had not 
taken care to heighten it, by a little feafonable Red. 
Sue received the Sieur Brie civilly, and thank- 
ed him for his Prefents. After tho he vifited 
two or three other of the Prince’s Wives, and 
then went to the Prince, with whom he ftayed till 
time. Returning to his own Apartment, 

he the Wives of the Prince had fent him 
foyesal Dithes of KGis, Sangirt, Fruits and 


Vor, , N° 37. 


f Handle adorned with Silver. 


4 
+ Lab, abi fr, p 208, 


was held the Folgar, to which the Sieur Arie 
was invited: It lafted two Hours only, bein 

broken-up by a violent Shower, which oblige 

every one to take Shelter. 

Naxe Morning the Prince fent to enquire af- 
ter the General’s Health, and came foon after, 
fending in Ké/kds and Milk for Breakfaft; and 
fat at Table with the Sieur Bride, contrary to the 
Cuftom of the Country. Afterwards they both 
fet-out together, accompanied by about forty 
Horfe of the Prince’s Retinue. The Roads were 
crowded with People, who flocked to fee the 
Europeans, and hear their Mufic. 
League 
lingo, attended by twenty Horfe, who compli- 
mented him in the King’s Name. ‘This Officer was 
dreffed in wide Breeches, and a fine Cotton Shirt, 
like a Surplice, and had round his Waift, a broad 
fcarlet Cloth Belt, in which hung a Simetar, the 
is Cap and Ha- 
bit were well ftuck with Gri/gris ; and in his 
Hand he carried a lon ye. The General 
received him with a Salvo his fmall Arms. In 

i r continued their March; and 


Tuis 


About ayy, 1,4 
from Gimel, he was met by the Xama- Reeitbiones 
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1697. Tux1s confifted of a great many Cabins, fur- a thofe Places, where they have built Forts. This 16 7. 
¥rie. rounded with an Inclofure of green Reeds, in- Concern for their Liberty makes them very dif- nee 
Kar pe tetwoven together ; cud defended by alive Black-  truftful, and averfe to the Ewrepeans having any ——— 
leva G,. thorn Hedge, planted clofe, which 1cndered it fortified Settlements amongft them ; although they 
mel, impaffable for wild Beafts. The King informed willingly admit their having Warehoufes to lodge 
of the General’s Approach, fent his moft confi- their Goods. On the other Hand, the Europe- 
derable Courtiers to meet and compliment him; ams, who, by long Experience, have found the vaft 
fo that when he arrived at the Palace, his Train Profits arifing from a Trade with thefe People, 
conlifted of near three hundred Horfe, Thefe and are acquainted with the avaritious and exaét- 
all alighted at the firft Gate: But the General, ing Temper of their Kings, as well as the Kna- 
with Prince Siré, and the Kamalingo, entered on b very of the People, are not willing to truft their 
Horfeback ; and alighted within a few Paces of Effeéts to their Mercy; fo that the Liberty of 
the Hall of Audience *. fortifying their Factortes was a Point gained of 
Tue Sieur Briie found the Siretié feated on a__ the beft Cactarneyen 
tle Bed, attended by fome of his Wives and Tn General, after thanking the King for 
Daughters, who fat on Mats. He rofe when his Bounty, caufed the Prefents to be brought 
he faw the General, uncovered at the fame Time, deftined for that Prince, in his own Name. Thefe Te Sieur 
met him fome Steps, gave him his Hand feveral _confifted of fome fine Indian Chintfes, of rich Brie’ Pre 
Times, and then made him fit down by him. Patterns; a Silver-hilted Sword, a Pair of Piftols!”" 
Audience of An Interpreter being called, the General inform- well wrought, fome Telefcopes, Burning-Glaf- 
obec Birauk, ed his Majefty, ‘* That he had come to renew c fes, and other Curiofities, with which the King 
*¢ the antient Alliance which had fubfifted from feemed highly delighted; and the rather, as he 
*© Time immemorial, between him and the _ had received his Cuftoms, and did not expect this 
** Company, who were always willing to afift new Compliment. He careffed the Sieur Briie, 
*¢ his Majel , and fupport him with all their making him fmoke in his own Pipe, and fhewing 
*¢ Force. He next infifted on the Advantages him great Civility . 
se me ahiewte reaped from See. Commneton with 
** the Com ; and concluded with afluring 
** the King of his Refpeét, and Affeétion to his SECT. IL 
“* Service,”” Audience of the Queens and Princeffes. Pleafant 
THE Sieur Briie obferved (as the Interpreter d Incident. The Siratik’s Perfon. Vifits from 
explained what he faid) that the King feemed Grandees. The King’sTroops. Adminiftration 
pleafed, taking his Hand feveral Times, and ¢ Fuftice. Audience of Leave. Order of the 
preffing it to his Breaft ; his Wives and Courti- ing’s March: And State therein. His Power. 
ers often repeating thefe Words - This is right, The Princefs Bakar Siré. Virtues of Tar-Wa- 
nee are good People, they are our Friends, ter. Sieur Brite improves Trade. Reception by 
Bis Anfuxr. HE King replied, ina polite Manner, ‘* That the Kamalingo. Commerce of the Filis. Gold 
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«© he thanked the General for coming fo far to 
*¢ vifit him: That he had a real Friendfhip for 


and Ivory. The General returns. 


** the Company in general, and himfelf in par- 
** ticular: That he was willing to forget fome 
** Grounds of Complaint, given him by the 


Door of the Hall of Audience, and met be Queens, 


H' was reconducted by the King to the Audience of 
e 
‘by two Officers, who carried him to his Audi- 


“ see Servants: That he had heard fo 
a 


ence of the Queens, and Princeffes, Daughters of 


ws haraéter of him, that he was willing theKing. To thefc he made Prefents rather con- 
*« to fhew the Confidence he put in him, by al- fiderable for their Novelty than Value; which 
** lowing him to fettle Factories through all his were,. however, on the former Account well re- 


** Dominions, and build Forts to fecure them. 
“ He concluded by promifing the French his 
“© Favour and Proteétion.” is laft Point was 


@ confiderable Conceffion. Princeffes about feventeen 
To underftand this, it is proper to obferve, that f her Daughter, took a Conceit, he was in Love 
ough the Negro-Kings are very fond ofthe Zw- with her, and {poke to the King to propole the 
Fepeans trading with them, efpecially the French, Match; who agreed to it frankly, and offered. 
who are more conde/cending than the reft; yet him the firft Pofts in the Kingdom, with a large 
Effate, and agreat Number of Slaves. The Gee. 


roy So very jealous of their making Settlements 
in their Dominions, knowing very well the Ty- 
mapnies exercifed by the Pertugueze and Dutch in 


* Labat, uti fapra, p. 24, haa 


ceived. One of thefé Negro-Ladies having ob-pj../r 


ferved, at his Audience of the King, 
Sieur Brite had attentively eyed one of the young 
ears old, who was 


‘néral excaféd hi by. ding to be already. 
mafried.; ahd that his Religion ‘him_to. 


» Bid. p. 221, 9 Jeqq. 


that the Incidenr, 
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1697. take but one Wife. This occafioned much Dif- a filenced thofe of the N » which are very 1697, 
Beie, courfe among the King’s Wives, on the Happi- clumfy; being made of Elephants Teeth of dif- Bris. 


tony nels of the European Women. One Thing pe ferent Sizes, and yielding a difagreeable Sound. “VJ 


zled them, how the Sicur Briée could live fo long Thefe Troops confifted of about feven hundred 7% Siratik's 
without his Wife; and what he thought of her Horfe; the Men well made and mounted. Troopt. 
Fidelity in his Abfence. pafled two and two before the King and the Sieur 

The Siratik's Tue Siratik, or Emperor of the Fulis, was Brite; after which, dividing into two Bodies, 


then aged near fifty-fix, of a Middle Size, his 
Hair and Beard beginning to turn Brey. His Com- 
plexion feemed to have more of the Mulatto than 


they made feveral Evolutions after their Manner 
with great Agility, but without much Order. 
One great Defect of their Horfes, which are all 


the Negro: His Nofe was aquiline, and well b Bards, or fprung from Barbs, is, that they ap- 


fhaped : His Mouth fmall, with fine Teeth; and 
though his Eyes were little, yet he had a good 
Air, with a good-natured lively Countenance. 
His Drefs was quite fimple, having over his 
Drawers a Shirt of black Cotton, with a Cap 
of the fame Stuff and Colours: Half Boots of 
red Spani/b Leather; and a red Velvet Bag hung 
at his Breaft, which contained his Kordn. He 
was at that Time a ftrict Mohammedan; and in 
the End carried his Devotion that Way to a fu- 
perttitious Excefs, 

I was late when the General left the Appart- 
ment of the King’s Wives, who had kept him 
in long Converfation, afking a thoufand Queftions 
about France. At his Return, he found three 
of the King’s Officers, viz. Amadi Ardé, Super- 
intendant of the Houfhold; and Lam Ghrendé 
Bili, with Lam Ghiande Honté, two Governors 
of Provinces, who waited to pay him their Com- 


pear to have no Mouth, ewing to the Bit. They 
fit fhort in their Stirrups, like the Afcers. ‘The 
rand Steward exercifed feveral Horfes of the 
ving’s, that were of the true Barb-Kind, ycry 
beautiful, and valued at fifteen Slaves each . 
Arter this Shew, which lafted three Hours, 
the Sieur Brie returned with the King to the Pa- 
lace about eleven o’'Clock ; who reconduéted him 
to his Apartment, and then went to his Hall of 
Audience, to adminifter Juftice to his Subjects, 


The Sieur Brite, who was curious to fee the Me- 4énieiire- 
thod of this, was carried to a Place where he‘ / J 


could obferve what pafled Incognito. The King 
was furrounded by ten of his oldeft Officers, who 
heard the Parties feparately; and after caufing 
them to retire, confulted his Officers as to the 
Decifion ; after which, the Parties were called 
in, and the Sentence pronounced, and put in 
immediate Execution. He faw none here who 


pliments. They were dreffed in Stuffs ftriped d acted cither as Counfel, or Attorneys‘. Each 


red and white, which they have from the Moors, 
who buy them from the Dutch. The General 
offered them Brandy, which, being ftrict AZ0- 
hammedans, they refufed to touch. He made them 
fome {mall Prefents, with which they appeared 
content, and retired. Soon after the Queens 
Servants brought-in the General’s Supper in great 
wooden Platters and Kalabafhes, confifting of the 
fame Viétuals as the preceding Night. Out of 
Refpect he quitted his own Supper, to tafte that fent 
him by the King's Wives. The King fent him a 
young Slave for his Supper, by Way of Compli- 
ment *. 

Next Morning that Prince, after fending 
to fee how the General had refted, entered his 
Apartment, and fitting-down on his Bed-Side, 
conyerfed freely while he dreffed himfelf. He 
invited him to {ee his Horfes and Cavalry. Horfes 
were brought for the King, the General, and 
his Officers; and they fat out for this Review, 
which was on a great Plain, three Quarters of a 
Mile from the . The General took Care 
$0 have his Trumpets and Hautboys, which quite 


| 0 By this he meant, that he made him a Compliment of this Slave, out of pure good Will. 


whi fupra, p. 227, & feng. © On which 


Scourge of God's Wrath ! 
own Profefion ? 


noon of the fame Day, he pafled partly 


Might not the Lawyers, with equal Juftice, 


leaded his own Caufe in very proper Terms. 

ith re to civil Caufes, the Kin has a 
eee of the Damages adjudged as his Perqui- 

te. 

Crimes here are feldom punifhed with Death, 
unlefs it be Treafon and Murder. For other 
Faults, the ufual Penalty is Banifhment: To 
which End the King generally fells them to the 
Company, and difpofes of their Effedts at his 
Pleafure. In civil Cafes the Debtor, if unable, 
is fold with his Family and Effects, for the Pay- 
ment of the Creditor, and the King has his 
Thirds. 

Tue General being come back to his Lodg- 
ing, found his Dinner fent-in. by the Queens, as 
the Night before. In Return, he fent them fome 
Paftry, or Tarts in the French Way, as well as 
they could be made without Ovens, The After- 
with the 


King, and partly with the Wives of that Prince ; 


f who feemed highly pleafed with his Tarts, and 


took Care to fend-in his Supper. 
Next Day, the King finding himfelf incom- 


> Labar, 
on Labat crys out, Prople who have not yet felt this 
i A by oe Phrafe to thofe of his 


I2 maied 
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1697, moded with the Mufquitos, which the Rifing of a was followed by above four or five hundred Horley 1697. 
were Bric. 


the principal Officers and Lords of his Court, “VJ 


Brie, 


wy move his 


Aodionce of he allowed them to kill them without Form of 


Leave, 


Order of the 
King's 
Maryh. 


nd State 
Murein, 
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the Water {pread through the Air, began to re- 

Coure pa the Country. He 
fent for the Sieur Briie, and in public, hefore all 
his Courtiers, affured him of his Friendthip and 
Proteétion: Adding, that if any of his Subjects 
injured or hurt the French fettied in his Country, 


Procefs. After which he embraced him, made 
him a Prefent of fome Slaves, and promifed, in 


who rode four abreaft. In the firft Ranks 


all well mounted. Befides the Sabre and Affa- 

gaye, each had a Bow and Quiver hung acrofs 
is Shoulders, with Scarfs of different Colours 

round their Waift, which made a A 

ance. All thefe Negro-Grandees faluted the Ge- 

neral; who in return entertained them with his 

Mufic, and a Salvo from his black Mufketeers. 


a fhort Time, to furnith him with a confiderable b The King’s Furniture followed on Camels, Oxen, 


Number. The Grand Bikenet had Orders to 

vide him with the Horfes and Camels nece 

for his Equipage. The General then took Leave 

of the Kings Queens, and principal Lords of the 
at 


Court ; and attended by the above-mentioned Of- 
ficer, and a Guard of thirty Horfe, parted to poft 
himfelf on the Road, and fee the March of the 


King’s Houfhok. 

H18 Proceffion began by a Bedy of an hun- 
dred and fixty Horfe. Thefe had little Drums, 
fome Ivory Trumpets, and Brafs Kettles, cover- 
ed with coarfe Parchment; which made Noife 
enough, if it had not wanted Harmony, The 
Queens and the Women Servants came next: 
‘The former were mounted upon Camels, packed- 
up in, great Ozier Bafkets, fo that only their 
Heads were feen. Thefe Bafkets and the Crup- 
pers of the Camels were covered with Tapeftry, 
or fine Cotton Cloths, with Umbrellas of Cane. 


c 


Each Camel carried two Ladies, and was led by d 


two Men, who held up the Bafkets or Hampers, 
to prevent their overturning. The Servants fol- 
lowed on Affes, and fometimes rode by the Sides 
of thcir Miftreffes to divert them with their Chat, 
light their Pipes, or do what Services they want- 

‘ bgien ies faluted te General very po- 
litely, withing him a good e. After thefe 
iia a long "Train of Curseb, ¢ Carriage-Oxen, 
and Affes, loaded with the Baggage of the Court. 
Each Camel was led by two Conduétors: A Bod 
of three hundred Horfemen followed by Way of 


Guard *. 
AT fome little Diftance appeared the King’s 
Drums, Trumpets, and Ti » fucceeded 


a wen of two hundred Horfe, well equi 

armed,’ and mounted: After whom the Ki 
rode alone, dreffed in a Scarlet Surtout, with a 
Belt and Sword in the French Fathion. He had 
on his Head a Beaver > Hat, laced with Gold, with 


ye 


&e, fome carried by Negro-Porters. All 
this long March was clofed by two hundred arm- 
ed Horfemen, who ferved as a Rear-Guard. 


Tue Siratié can bring alarge Body of Troops {fis Pewen 


into the Field, his Governors of Provinces and 
other Officers being obliged to furnifh cach his 
Quota, and on that Account is formidable to the 
neighbouring Kings: But as thefe Troops are 
undifciplined, and ill-provided with Fire-Arms, 
the Europeans have not much to fear from him. 


Tue Sieur Brie purfued his Journey, and Ti Pr ner 
foon after met the Princefs Bikar Sivé, Daughter- ik 51° 


in-Law to the King, who was on her Way to 
join the Court. She was with one of her Daughters 
on a Camel, attended by feveral Maid-Servants, 
fome on Foot, fome on Affes; with an Efcort 
of about an hundred Horfes, and feveral Camels 
loaded with her Baggage. She ftopped to receive 
the General’s Compliments, which fhe anfwered 
with t Civility, and continued her Rout. 
Two 5 a after, the Prince Bikar Siré her 
Hufband joined the Sieur Brite with ten Horfe ; 
and told him his Father had commanded him to 
conduét him fafely to his Vaflals. In the Way 
the General’s Attendants killed a blue Bird of 
an uncommon Kind, different from thofe before- 
mentioned, being larger, and the Plumage of a 
bright Sky-Blue. They faw in their Journey 
but one fingle Bird of this Sort, and the Prince 
affured the General they were very {carce in the 
Country ; but that they were found, at certain 
Times of the Year, near the Ife of Sade/, and 
that they were obferved to come from the North 
of the River. 


Tuey arrived at Bikfar the fame Evening, Rewrw rs} 
where the Prince entertained him as before; fup- Bakfar. 


with him, and gave him a grand Folgar, or 
» which lafted a good Part of the Night. 
Four or five Hours Dancing, as violent as this 


a white Feather, given him by the Sieur Brite. At f Exercife is, is a Refrefhment to the Negros after 


nedenarg 37 hye a Pair of ep and in 
his an Affaga’ in approachi 

the both uncovered ; and afer thaking 
Hands feveral Times, with a few fhort Compli- 
ments, took Leave of cach other. The King 


* Labat,. ubi fupra, p. 235, & /azq- 
4 


a fatiguing Day’s March. Next he diverted 
him with w inapcians Bitch where had good 
Sport. On the third Day they left Bék/ar, and 
the fame Night reached Ghiore] on the Sanaga, 
where the Sieur Briie entertained the Prince and 


» Not mentioned tin the Prefents. 


er 


eye with his Cannon as t 


Virtues 


tr, 


Siew 


r Brie 


rmiproves 
Trade. 


The Waestern Coast of AFRICA. 


Officers on board ; and after mutual Prefents and a for the Journey to Laka, his Place of Refidence, 1697. 
a great Village about four Leagues to the North Brie. 


Civilities, took Leave of them, faluting them 
went re *, 
Tue General, at his Return to Ghiorel, was 


Bilge-We- Witnefs to a pleafant Traffic carried-on in his 


Abfence. The Negreffes at Ghiorel had taken a 
Fancy, that the foul Water, pumped-out of the 
Sink of the Bark, had a great Virtue to cure all 
Difeafes in the Eyes, Tooth-Ach, and Deafnefs. 
All who were troubled with thefe Diforders 


of Ghiorel. He paffed throu 
his Way thither; and remarked that the Coun 

was extremely populous, and well improved. 
The Kamalingo’s Seat was about five hundred 
Paces diftant from Lafa on an Eminence, with 
an E/planade before it, and covered with tall 
Trees to the South and South-Eaft. This Clufter 
of Houfes refembled much ths large Farm-Houfes 


brought Milk, which they offered in Exchange b in France, where there are feveral Courts with 


for the Bilge. ASurgeon, called Beranger, ma- 
naged this ‘Trade; and difagreeing one Day with 
one of thefe poor Women about the Quantity 
of Milk to be given, gravely poured back the 
Water into the bees as if it were a Liquor of 
real Value. On this Occafion, Labat fays, it 
would not be amifs to try this new Remedy in 
France, where the Women are as fimple as thofe 
in Africa ; and the Quacks as greedy of Gain, 
and free from Scruples, as the Sieur Beranger. 

Tue Sicur Brice had brought with him certain 
white Shells, gathered at the Point of Barbary, 
(at the Mouth of the Sanaga) which were of a 
Silver Hue on both Sides, and pretty flat. At 
firft he gave them as Prefents to the ordinary 
Negros, for the little Services they did him: But 
perceiving that thofe, who lived at a Diftance 
from the Sea, fet a Value upon them, made 
them round like Medals, cut them into different 
Shapes, and engraved Characters on them to ferve 
for Griferis, he immediately refolved to fhare 
the Profits with the Marbits, who afcribed more 
extraordinary Virtues to them for coming from a 
great Diftance, and efpecially from the Sea, 
which thefe People have a great Veneration for. 
The Womenalfo wore them as Ornaments. After 
this, therefore, he forbore being fo liberal of 
them; and found they turned-out a profitable 
Commodity. 

SoME Days after the Sieur Brife’s Arrival at 
Ghiorel, (where he had now fettled a Faétory, 
and opened a very profitable Trade) he was join- 
ed by the two Barks, which he had fent to Ga- 
lam, but had gone no farther than Laydé, on 
the Frontiers of that Kingdom; having found 
there fo quick a Trade for Slaves, Gold, and 
Cotton-Cloths, that the Voyage to Galam was 
deferred till they could return to Fort St. Louis, 
and take-in a new Cargo. 


Recipsion ty Wru1re the Sieur Brie waited here for the 


thr, 
Bing 


cama- 
oO, 


Return of thefe Barks from Fort St. Lous, the 
Kamalingo, or Lieutenant-General of the King, 
invited him to ftay fome Days with him. The 
Sieur Briie thought it prudent to oblige this Lord, 
who had a great Influence at Court; and the Ka- 
matings took Care to provide him with Horfes 


* Eabat, uli fepra, p. 244, & Jeqq. 


d 


¢ 


Lodges on all Sides. This Dwelling had three 
fpactous Courts: The firft inclofed with a Hedge 
of Reeds and Thorns, contained the Stables and 
Stalls for Cattle: The fecond Court comprifed 
the Houfes of the Kemalingo, his Wives, and 
Domeftics, with the Store-Houfes: The third 
was a large Inclofure behind them. The Gene- 
ral and his Attendants were lodged in the fecond 
Court, near the Apartment of the Kamalingo, 
who took Care to entertain him handfomely 
during theirStay. The Wives of the Kamalings 
were charmed with the Genersl’s Mufic, and 
never weary of hearing it. The Gencral_ob- 
ferved here, that the Wives of this Negro-Lord 
covered their Faces whenever their Hufband 
brought him into Company, which Cuftom they 
do not follow when their Hufband is alfent*. 
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feveral Villages in == 


Tuts whole Diftri&, although the Soil is the Commerce of 


worft in the whole Country, yet being well cul-' 
tivated, it is very fruitful. ‘Whe Inhabitants ure 
laborious, and better to pafs than the Negros uli- 
ally are. They carry on a confiderable “Trade 
with the Afoors their Neighbours, which the Ge- 
neral wanted to deftroy; becaufe it carricd away 
the Gold and Ivory, which otherwile would come 
into the Hands of the Company. ‘lo cffeél this, 
his only Method was to furnifh the Fulrs, by 
Factories fettled among them, with Store of not 
only French Goods, but alfo coloured Calicos, 
Iron-Ware, Haiks*; and Spani/i-Leather, red, 
black, and yellow, and fell them cheaper than 
the Moors, who brought the two laft from AZa- 
rokko and Barbary. The reft they had of the 
Dutch fettled at Arguin, whofe Trade would allo 
be ruined by this Means. 


br Pulm 


Tue Gold that is among them comes from¢‘yi! 
Galam, for they fcem to have no Mines in their’ , - 


own Country: But they have much Ivory, the 
Land on the South-Side of the River abounding 


f with Elephants, as that on the North is filled 


> Bid. p. 250, & fey 


with Lions, Tigers, and other wild Beafts. 
Thefe People have likewife om Sia. both of 
their own and the neighbouring Kingdoms: And 
though they keep them to cultivate their Lands, 


yet they often arc obliged by Neceflity to fell: 


thew. 


© A Moorife Garment. 
Tue 
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1697. _ THe General's Barks being returned from St. a in Bardot’s Memoits: However, this cannot be 169%, 
Brie. Louis with the new Parcels of Goods for trading afferted as a Fact, fince Labat docs not name Brie. 
Lup the River as high as Galam, he was hindered that Gentleman here, or mention his ever having wy“ 
eee from proceeding on that important Voyage by performed a Voyage up the Sanaga, which he 

* the Arrival of Ships at the Bar of the Sanaga. could fearce have omitted in his Preface to the 
Wherefore, fending Faétors in his Stead, he re- Chevalier’s Voyage to Guinea *, wherc he fpeaks 
turned to Fort St. Louis in fix or feven Days; of his feveral Travels, efpecially if the Account 
whereas, he had fpent forty in the Way from thereof had been publifhed. owever, the faid 
thence to Ghiorel, exclufive of thofe he ftaid at Difcovery being affigned as the Occafion of des 
different Places. The Reafun was, becaufe there Marchais being knighted, makes the Thing the 
is no pafling up the River without the Affiftance b more probable. 
of the Negro-Laptots, who hawl the Boats often 


up to the Middle in Water; the Banks being S.CT. HE 
covered with Trees, fo that they cannot make fy Account of the Vilis, their Country and Go- 
ufe of Horfes. Indced, with a Wefterly Wind, “ernment, 


they may advance quick enough: But that f€l- ¢:) aioe, Eatent. Soil. The Filis tawny. Love 


dom blows, the Winds being generally contrary, : . , < 
confequently of no Ufe, FP Shen eteain he ri ’ aS Lined Dancing : rs i refi. 
want of Room to tack. On the other Hand, G6 umes 90 DE Citatels ty ung A ot 
the Defcent of the River is very eafy, let the sah Ti Per Prince Sa b: ca D ‘os 
Wind blow how it will, the Stream being always tafe Poh Tifary of ie di a4 ‘bab = 
ftrong enough to carry the Boats at a good Rate ; age of Ini ae bs iis Preach R sme ea 
and as there is no Occafion for hawling them, Pt CG = Pct : their 9, nee oe 
you go continually Day and Night, and confe- e General, State of their Queens. 
quently the Voyage down the River is finifhed Tr Lake of Kayer divides the Kingdom 
in a fhort Time *. of the Jaldfs, whofe King bears the Title Sitwarien. 
Gam dif. _ WITH regard to the trading-Voyage to Ga- of Brak, from that of the Fad, whofe King is 
covered by lam by the French Fa&tors, mentioned a little a-  ftiled the Sirati#, or Sheyrati#, which is a Title 
- bove, it may not be amifs to cite a Paflage from of Honour added to his Family Name: So that 
Barbot, who informs us, That in November,1711, Sheyrati# Siré and Brak Jhearé are the fame a- 
a French Gentleman, who was brought Prifoner of d mong the Negros, as King George or the Em- 
War to Southampton, and had for feveral Yearsufed  peror Charles with Europeans *. 
the Guinea Trade as Agent for the Affienta Com- Tuis is a larger Country than Hoval. It ex- 
ny at Peris, for furnifhing the Vf Indies with tends from the e of Kayor up the River as 
aves, affured him: That about eleven or twelve far as the Village Embakane, or Embatani, (on 
Years before, one des Marchais, who had lived the Borders of Galan) about an hundred and 
long at Fort St. Louis in the Service of the Sa- _ ninety-fix Leagues from Weft to Eaft®: But its Extens, 
naga Company, had, notwithftanding the Falls © Dimenfions from North to South are not fo well 
that are about Galam, by Means of flat-bot- known; becaufe hitherto the French have con~ 
tomed Boats, penetrated above five hundred fined thcir Trade to the River, inftead of pene- 
Leagues up the River; and fettled a very benefi- ¢ trating within Land. All that can be fuid of it, 
cial Commerce by Factories with the feveral Na- is, that it fpreada farther on the South, than the 
Chevalier destions inhabiting the Banks of it: That fome of North-Side; none of the French Faétors having 
Mardis. thofe Nations are almoft white; and that the yet had the Courage or Curiofity to penetrate on 
King of France, to encourage his Subjects to this Side. Trade being the fole Bufinefs of a Com- 
fuch ufeful Undertakings, had conferred the pany, few Difcoveries have yet been made of the 
Honour of Knighthood of St. Lezarus upon Geography or natural Hiftory of this Country. 
the faid des Marchais, and caufed his Difcovery Tue Country is very populous, the Soil rich ; 5. 
to Be eager ~ French ». ' Lae, -F if the i ae were fnduftrious, they might 
RO regoing Account it is pr - of their own uce carry on a very advantagi- 
that the Chevalier des Marchais was the Agent f ous Trade-with Strangers, there tw fia rig 
mentioned in dé Briie’s Voyage, who went for in which they could be excelled: But it is to 
the firft Time up to Galam, which yet is not fo hoped the Eurepeans will never let them into the 
far by two h Leagues, as it is reprefented Secret‘. 


a 


* Latat, ubi fupra, vol.3. p. 260 to 270. * See Barbet’s Deferi inga, P. 424. e 
Sire eos en we a70 's Defeription of Guinea, p. 424 This 


curious Voyage will be * Labat, ubi fupra, vol. 3. p. 168, &F feg. ° Lid. 
for ctucealing the MySerics ‘of their Trade from” 
Tur 


vol. 2, p.3 { Can blame thefe 
ae 54- they People then 
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Tue Etymology’of the Name Fadi is not 
known.. They are ordinarily of adeep tawny 
L7v~ Complexion, none of them being of a bright 
Tiv Filis Black like the ‘falofs on the South-Side of the 
wen River. It is faid, their Alliances with the Moors 
have both imbued their Mind with Adobamme- 
difm, and their Skins with a Clay-Colour. They 
are neither fo lufty nor robuft as the Falofs, but 
of a middle Stature, well fhaped and eafy. 

Buv though they feem to be tender, yet they 
will labour ftoutly at hard Work, are good Far- 
mers, and make great Harvelts of Millet, Cot- 
ton, Tobacco, Peas, and other Pulfe, and breed 
a great Number of Cattle of all Kinds; a great 
deal of which they {pend among themfelves: For 
they live better chan the Falofs, and they are in 
the right on it. Their Goats and Sheep are ex- 
cellent; their Oxen are fat and well ted; and 
the Company have the beft Hides from them, 
and cheapeft *. 

Trey love Hunting, and are very expert at 
it; and the Country abounds with all Sorts of 
Reafts of Game, from an Elephant to a Rabbit. 
Befides Sabres and Sagays, their ordinary Wea- 
pons, they are very dextrous with Bow and Ar- 
rows; and thofe, whom the French have fhewed 
how to handle Fire-Arms fhoot furprifingly well. 
They are fharper-witted and better-behaved than 
the Falofs; are fond of European Wares, and 
the Merchants are carelled by them: However, 


1697. 


Brie. 


Jisve Hurt« 
78) 


they muft not forget that they are all Knaves, 


only differing in Degree. 
Majic, and HEY love Mufic; and though the Kings and 
Dancivg. Princes of the Falofs think it a Difgrace to touch 
an Inftrument, yet fome of that Rank among 
the Fiilis pride themfelves in underftanding feve- 
ral. They have many Sorts, and their Sym- 
phony is not difagreeable. “hey ar alfo, like all 
the Negral, extremely fond of Dancing; and 
after a hard Day’s Work, or Hunting, three or 
four Hours Dancing refrefhes them exceedingly. 
Tuey drefs much as the Falofs do, but are 
more curious in the Choice of their Stuff; and 
though Red is chofe before any other by their 
Neighbours, yet Yellow is their favourite Co- 
lour, 


Weir Diefs. 


Tuxrr Women are below the middle Size, 
but handfome and well fhaped, delicate, and love 
Pleafure; as Mufic, Dancing, and cfpecially 
Drefs. The fineft Pagnes and ftriped Cottons, 
brought by the French and Moors, are not too 

for them. Zadéat wonders Silks have never 
introduced among them, which he thinks 
would anfwer: For they are as well acquainted 
with the Spleen and Vapours here, as in dme- 
wise; amd know how to have Recourfe to. them, 


The omen, 


bn. : whi lagen, Wol. 3. p. 169, &F jg. compared with yol. 2. p. 154. 
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a when their Fathers or Hufbands deny them any 1697, 
Finery, they fet their Fancies on. They like Baie. 
ellow Amber, Drops of Gold or Glafs of that -— w= 

olour: They make Chaplets and Knots of them, 
dreffed Ss Cotton, which they ftick in their 
Hair, and looks quite pert and genteel. They 
have a lively Wit, polite Behaviour, and know 
as well as any Women in the World how to 

bring a white Man to Ruin °. 

HE great Profit made by the Company in 7*< Siratik 

b Trading here and to Galam, whither the Siratit” ©" 
gives them Leave to pafs through his Dominions, 

obliges them to fhew him great Refpect. He alfo 

gives them Power to trade for Gum with the 

Moors of Bakkard in that Part of his Kingdom, 

called the Terrier Rouge. Upon all thefe Ac- 

counts, the Company makes him every Year a 

Prefent by Way of Cuftom or Duty, confifting 

of feveral European Commodities. 

HE is a powerful Prince: ‘The great Brak, His Power, 
and all the Grandees of the Kingdom of Ove, 
(or Hoval) are his Vaflals; and pay him, every 
fourth Year, a Tribute of forty-three Slaves, 
and a certain Number of Oxen. His Army con- 
fifts both of Cavalry (for the Moors, his Neigh- 
bours, furnifh him with as many Horfes as he 
pleafes) and Infantry, armed with Sabres and 
Arrows. His Grandees are difperfed in the Pro- 44 Gran. 
vinces, where they are Governors. The chief" 
are, firft, the Kamalingo, his Lieutenant-General, 
and his Brother, as his Succeffor. The others 
are Solidiné, Ardobiibe, Gheri Samba, Lama of 
Bofft, Farma Vovalardé, Akjon, Boukor, Lauk- 
tor, Lali, Lamenagi, Ardoghedé, Farba Voagali, 
Boniueré, Siratik of Belle, and Siratik of Klayé. 
All thefe Lords, at the King’s Command, fur- 
nith out their Quota of Troops; the Expences 
of which are reimburfed, by making Slaves of all 
the Negros they meet on the Road, within the 
Bounds of their refpective Provinces or Signories : 
A Privilege denied the King, except a Perfon be 
guilty of fome Crime, or accufed of “being a 
sorcerer ; by which they mean:a Poifoner. 

By the Laws ef this Kingdom, and almoft all Sucr-fien ine 
the Negrifh Governments, although none butéiret. 
Princes of the Blood can inherit, yet the Crown 
does not defcend irom the Father to the Son, but to 
his Brother, or Nephew ; and if the King has no: 
Brother, then to the Nephew, by his Sifter, or even 
half Sifter, by the Mother’s Side, which 
f think the fureft of the two. As for the King’s 

Children, their Blood is very uncertain, for his 
Wives have their Gallantry, fo that do not 
care to take them at their Words; and they have 
no Cuftom of forcing them to confefs at prefent, 


whatever they had formerly. This Uncertainty 


c 


© Bid, vol..g. p.171, & 
of 
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Ho. of Blood is the Ground of the above-cited Law, a Devotion, and leaving the Care of the State to his 1697. 
Brie. which admits of no Exception, but that of the Son, went and lived among the Marbits, placed Brie. 

about him 


-—v—— King’s Marriage with a Princefs of the Blood; 


in which Cafe, the Confanguinity of the Iffue is 
fecured in all Events. For this on the King 
always intermarries with fuch a Princefs, in order 
to fecure the Succeffion to his Children, if the 
Grandees deem them worthy. 


by the Adsors, under Pretence of in- 
ftruéting him perfeétly in the Law of Adcbammed ; 
but, in reality, to facilitate their Defigns upon 
the Government. i Prince 


fuch a fy ws 
carried it ing 


to his Neck, in a large Folio, 


teenpers THe Siratikt Siré, who reigned towards the which contained both Text and Glofs; and 
feu side End of the laft Century, without obferving this though he was fcarce able to bear the Weight of 
Kule, attempted to procure the Succeffion for his b this enormous Volume, yet he would never fuffer 
Son; for which End, he made him his Kama- himfelf to be eafed of the Burden. The Book 
dingo, or Licutenant-General ; which Dignity was plated with Silver, and kept in a Parchment- 
is always referved for the Heir apparent to the Cafe. He heaped Honours and Prefents upon all 
Crown. Prince Sambaboa, his Nephew, was the Aderbiits, who were introduced to him as 
then inveited with this Office, and much beloved, eminently diftinguifhed for their Piety. A Pilgri- 
for his benevolent Difpofition, by both the Gran- mage to Mekka, was an undoubted Title to 
dees and People, who refpected him as their future Saintfhip ; and he rewarded the Saint with the 
King. He was a handfome Man, of a noble profoundeft Veneration, and the richeft Prefents. 
Courage, and fwect Temper, liberal and magni- In 1701, he fent Barba Voalgali, one of his 
ficent, as well as perfect Mafter of the Art of ¢ chief Minifters, to the Kingdom of Kayor, to 
ar. : bring him 2 Marbdt, famed for having an extra- 
Uifozof THe Siratik Siré having ftripped him of ordinary Gift of Prayer >. The cer and 
this Dignity, and given it to his Son, attempted Marbét once made a Vifit to the Sieur Brie at 
to imprifon him; but Sembaboa withdrawing Fort St. Louis, who, purcly out of R to the 
from Court ee ee upon this, kept upon King, fhewed them the greateft Refpect. 
his Guard. For though he had nothing to fear SAMBABOA’s Diigrace held for thirty 
from the Negros, his future Subjeéts, yet there Years, Part of which he pafled on the Confines 
was fome Danger from the Moors, whom his . of the Kingdom, always under Arms, to defend 
Uncle had drawn into his Intereft upon this De- _himfelf both from the open War and Treachery 
fign. Sambaboa, to fave his Country from the d of the Siratit; but, at laft, he retired to Ga- 
iferics of a Civil War, went upon the Bor- Jam, begging that King’s Protection, and an 
ders; whither moft of the athe Bee and vaft Affignment of fome Lands for himfelf and Fol- 
Crowds of the People, flocked to him. This lowers. 
provoked the Stratit Siré, who raifed an Army, Tue King of Galam readily yielded to both 
and fet forth to chaftife his Nephew, and his Par- his Requefts, though he withed Sambaboa had 
tizans, But Sambaboa refolving not to draw his chofen fome other Part for his Refidence: For 
Sword againft his Uncle, in Perfon, whom he he knew this Prince’s Bravery ; and he had fuch 
always called Father, withdrew with his Party a Number of warlike People along with him as 
upon the Uncle’s Approach, Neverthelefs, when were fufficient to dethrone him whenever they 
the Siratit’s Son, his Competitor, commanded, ¢ pleafed. But Sambaboa had a Heart not capable of 
by Virtue of his Poft, as Lieutenant-General, in admitting fuch Perfidy: He contented him(elf ab- 
hw Father’s Abfence, Sambaboa often engaged folutely with the Grant of the Lands made him 
and routed him, with the Moers, who compofed hy the King; and lived in perfeét good Under- 
the King’s Army *. ftanding with him, without ever attempting any 
Prince San- AT » confidering, that this War only Thing againft his Uncle. However, as the S:- 
feryed to ruin his Country, and make Way for _ratit grew weaker, he advanced by Degrees into 
the Moors, who already poflefled the King’s his Dominions: In 1700, he poffeffed himfelf of 


Heart, to poflefs themfelves likewife of the King- 
dom, he seerwined to retire into fome diftant 


above thirty ee thereof along the Sanaga; 
and the Siratit dying in 1702, Sambabea took 


Country, and let his Uncle, already very old, ¢ Poffeffion of the m without any Oppofition. 

end his Days in Peace ; after which, he hoped to | He his Reign with driving’ out the Stmbuboe 

find eafy Admittance to his Right. Moors, who had , and were fortifying them-/*“«« 
So prudent a Conduét, fhews the.noble Soul of _ felves in different Parts of the Ki In the 


this Prince : But the Uncle, whofe Intelle&ts 
weaker as he grew older, funk at laft into a Fit of 


* Labat, vel. 2. p. 195, & 
meckonad the lke ifts 


> 
Pradticce on 


Marks of Piety inhis own Religion, 


next Place, he reformed feveral crept in 
through the Weaknefs of his Predecefler; and 


Zabat ridicules, in thelt Mabammpdam Some of thoft 


This ed to Detage ofthe 
the Ende, ¢ that he conftantly 5 
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+697, would have made his Subjects as happy as Negros 


can be, if he had lived ; but in Apri/, 1707, he 


beym—died. ~The French conchided, he had -been poi-+ 


foned by the ‘Moors ; ur, as the Negros phrafe it, 
bewitched: by:them. 

He was fucceeded by Samba Dondé, whom his 
Brother, Bubaga Siré, foon after routed and kil- 
led: But jthe Ufieper did not long enjoy the 
Fruits of his Vilany; for Ghelanghaya, his Ka- 
malingo, taking up Arms, put him to Flight, 
and feized the Kingdom, which he enjoyed 
peaceably in 1720. 

To.return ‘to.Prince Sambaloa. He was dif- 
fatisfied with the French Company upon two 
Accounts. The firft was, that, fo long ago as 
3680, when he was upon the Eve of a general 
Engagement, the Ifflue of which was uncertain, 
having placed all lis Treafure, amounting to 
about .a thoufand Crowns, (no inconfiderable 
Sum for,a Negro Prince) in the Hands of a Fac- 
tor, ‘to keep for him till after the Battle, that 
honeft Gentleman did not wait the Event, but 
carried the Money to Fort St.Louis, and never 
returned it to the Prince. 

Some Years after this, the Sieur Chambonneau, 


Direétor of the Company, carried-off one of 


Sambaboa’s Wives, called Viirangha, the great 
Brak’s Sifter, and brought her to her Brother, 
becaufe the complained of the Prince’s Neg 
who had placed his Affeétion upon another Wife 


b 
For thefe Reafons the Prince was much dif- qd Prefent of 


pleafed with the Company ; and if he had been 
of a revengeful Spirit, might have taken Satif- 
fa&tion on them, while he refided in the Country 
of Galam. However, when the Sicur Brie 
came to the Agency, forefeeing the bad Confe- 
quences that might enfue upon Sambaboa’s Ac- 
ceffion to the Throne, if he fhould remember 
these Injuries, he wifely prevented all Mifchief, 
by fending, in 1700, aPrefent, with a Letter, to 
Sambabea, intimating, that he longed for an Op- 
portunity of merizing his Favour. The Meffen- 
ger convinced the Prince, that the Company had 
no Hand in the Rebbery committed by their 
Commiflary: That he had fince made his Efcape ; 
but that if they could find him, he fhould be 
given up to be punifhed by the Prince as he 
shought fit. With regard to the Princefs /i- 
rengha, he confoffed, that the Sicur Chambonneax, 
had been too credulous ; but that the Braé had 
affured him, his Sifter's Retreat was privately 
cenfented to by Samiaboa himfelf, for eafing her 
Jeaioufy ; and that the Sieur Brie would engage 
: 40; bring ber ba¢k wvhencver he greg 
Ramen S444BABOS too 


AST SF AFRICA 

a Brite very kindly, thanked him for his Proffer ; 
Lies faid, he was glad to be rid of a Won:an, 
who, 
Love had for him; and that the Company 
fhould not he lef pleafed, in getting clear of a 
Knave who was a Dilgrace to it: That, upon the 
Sieur Briie’s Account, he fhould think no more of 
what was paft, and would affift the Company in 
their Defign of fettling at Galam, and that he 
fhould always preferve the fame Regard for it 

b after his Acceffion. 


Tue Sieur Brie, at the fame Time, entered Resancited 
into another Negotiation, which did Honour to“ %""# 


himfelf, and brought a confiderable Profit to the 
Company. Heknew, that oneef the Daughters 
of the Siratit Sire, Wife to Lali, Lord of the 
Port of Terrier Rouge, had, either out of Jea- 
loufy or Incenftancy, eloped from her Hufband, 
and fled to her ober: who, approving his 
Dayghter’s Reafons, would not fuffer her to be 
c taken home, notwithftanding the repeated In- 
ftances of the Grandees. The Sieur Brie was 2 
perce Friend of Zaii’s; and befides, he had 
ately, in Aday 1700, by his good Offices, ob- 
tained for the Company a Contra& for three 
thoufand fix hundred Quintals of Gum in his 
Port; which was a great deal more than the 
had ever bought there before. Brie undertoo 
to reconcile his Wife and Father-in-law to him; 
which, fending the King his Dues, with 2 
Trinkets, and a Letter, offering his 
Service in that Affair, he happily brought about ; 
and the Princefs was fent in one of m- 
pany’s Barks home to her Hufband, who, for 
this good Office, not only returned him Thanks, 
but gave him Leave to fettle Fadtories all over 
his Country, and made him an abfolute Grant of 
Seite of Sade/, to fettle the Company, and build 
a Fort. 
Tue Mother alfo of the Princefs fent a Ser- 
e vant, with two Valets and a Prefent, to the 
Sicur Brue to thank him for this Kindnefs; af- 
furing him, that fhe would always endeavour to 
preferve a good Underftanding between the King 
and the Company, and fhould be ready to ferve 
him on all Occaiions. Za/i alfo fent his own 
Son on the fame Account. 


Ty muft :be obferved, that the Queens here Star 
very much, never" Xirers, 


-keep up their State and Dj we 

turning their Head to take Notice of any one: 
f So that whatever is offered to, them muft (in the 

literal Senfe) be laid before them. And th 

never fcratch their Head when it itches, but wi 

a golden Bodkin. Their Title is Galami, that 


this Addrefs of is, Sovergjgns*. 


> Labat, wbi fepre, p. 200 to 209. 
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‘by fueh Behaviour, had fhewn how little ——_J 
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Brie, 
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Intreduttion, 


Departure, 
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CH A P. VI 


The Sieur Briie’s fecond Voyage up the Sanaga to the Kingdom of Galam, in 1698. 


LL. the Direétors before the Sieur Bride had 
A Defigns of going up to the Kingdom of 
Galam, and fettling a Bae ory there to carry on 
the Trade already begun with more Advantage ; 
Rut either for want of a fufficient Force, or pro- 
per Informations; or clfe difcouraged by the Dif- 
ficulties which always attend new Enterprizes of 
this Sort, they pufhed their Trade and Difcove- 
ries no farther than to Layaé, Bitel, or Ghilde, on 
the Borders of that Country : Nor did they ven- 
ture to fix a Settlement at any of thefe Places, 
but only fent Boats thither and took-up with fuch 
Slaves, Gold and Ivory as the Mandinge Mer- 
chants did not think fit to carry to the River 
Gambra. 

Tue Completion of this Settlement was re- 
ferved for the Sieur Briir, who, from his fir 
Arrival at the Sanaga in Auguft, 1697, refolved 
upon a Journey to Galam; But the Company’s 

irs not permitting his Abfence immediately, 
he {pent that and Part of the following Year in 
making Preparations for this important Under- 
taking. The Journal of this Difcovery is fo cu- 
rious, and the Company has reaped: fo many Ad- 
vantages from it, that Labat concluded the Pub- 
- would be pleafed with having a faithful Copy 

it *.” : 


SEC T.. £ 


a who are rigidly attached to the particular Species 
of Goods they receive; yet he had, by his for- 
mer Conduct, fo eftablifhed his Reputation, that 
he made no Doubt of engaging them to take 
what he offered. 


Tue Winds proving favourable at Eaft and Defert Me, 


South-Eaft, he reached Defert Ife the next 

Morning, where he caufed fome Oxen, he 

fent to een there, to be killed, and falted for 
Store. On the twenty-ninth, he purfued his 
b Voyage, but the Wind calming, he was obliged 
to tow his Veflels. He anchored at the Refi- 
dence » of the Brak, to whom he fent his Com- 
erage This Prince immediately got on Horfe- 
ack, and came to vifit him; making him an 
obliging Reprimand, that he had not come to 
ftay with fo good a Friend. He received his 
Cuftoms in the Manner the Siewr Brite defired, 
and after reciprocal Compliments and Prefents, 
the General fet-fail. He landed on the Ifle of the 
Rock, where he had fettled a Faétory the pre- 
ceding Year; but finding the Moors had been 
there, and carried off the Timber of the Ware- 
houfes, he abandoned the Place, and removed 
the Factory to Hovalaldé, 

BETWEEN thefe two Places, the Coun 
full of great Valleys or Hollows, frequented by 
the Lions and Elephants: The latter are fo tame, 
that they are not frightened at the Sight of Men, 
and do them no Hurt, if they be not firft attack- 


The Gencral’s Departure from Fort Louis. De- ded. Thefe Bottoms or low Grounds are covered 


fert Ife. 


Hovalaldé. Enghianba. Mfchie- 
vous Monkeys. 


Ghiorel. Large Lion filled. 

Young Elephant taken, Embakané. Cloud of 

Locujts. Bitel. Ghildé. The Sarakolez. Tuabo. 

Red Monkeys. Revolution in Galam. King of 

~ Bees. Di/pute with Tonka Bukari. Ya- 
ra. 


HE Sieur Brite having the preceding Year 
projected the Settlement of a Faétory at 
alam, and made the neceflary Difpofitions for 
that Purpofe, fet fail from Fort St. Louis with 
two Barks, Se ah and fome Canoas ; 
taking aconfi Cargo of Merchandize 
for the Trade, and Provifions for three Moni 


‘with a {elected Crew of the beft Perfons in the 


Company's Service. Although he wanted many 
Articles in Trade, which make Part of the 
Cuftoms or Duties payable to the Negro Kings, 


* See Labat's Afrique Occident, vol. 3. p.293, t feg- 


4 


with Thorn -Trees of a prodigious Height, which 
bear great Bunches of bright yellow Flowers of 
a fragrant Smell. What is moft fingular, is, that, 
though the Bark of thefe Thorn-Trees is of dif- 
ferent Colours, fome red, others white, black, 
or green; and the Colour of the Timber nearly 
refembles that of the Bark, their Flowers 
fhould be exaétly the fame. ey yield a very 
fine Shade, if it was poffible to enjoy it, without 
e being infefted with the red Pifmires, which fwarm 
on them, .and raife Blifters wherever they fall on 
the Body. The only Remedy is to wafh the 
Parts in cold Water, which at once difpels thefe 
Tumours, and eafes the Pain. The Wood of 
thefe Trees is fo compact and hard, that the Au- 
thor looks on it as a Species of Ebony. 
Tue Fatigue of towing 
ver obliged the Sicur Briie to reft at Enghienda, 
in the Ile of Bi/bas, till the Wind proved more 


® Moka, Refidence of the little Brad. 
favourable 


is Hovalakde. 


the Barks up the Ri-Enghianba. 
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favourable. The Chief of the Village came pre- 2 umph to the King's Palace, who prefented the 1698. 


fently on board, inviting the General to his 
——y— Houle. ed, intending to divert himfelf 


Mifehievows 
Monkeys, 


Ghioiel. 


A large Lion 
hited 


land 
with Ppoting Oy the Way. At the Entrante of 
the Village ound fome large Trees crowded 
with Monkeys. Thefe Creatures are very de- 
ftruétive to the Plantations of the Negros, and 
even, when they find Opportunity, enter their 
Cottages; where they never fail to {poil more 
than dee confume, on which Account they make 
continual War upon them. They cannot con- 
ceive for what Reafon the Europeans purchafe 
them, fince they are good for nothing but Mif- 
chief. This has oecalincelh fome Negros to brin 
Rats to the Factories to fell, believing the Frenc 
fhould put an equal Value on them, fince they 
were cqually formed for Deftruétion, The Fe- 
male Monkeys carry their Young on thcir Backs, 
as the Negreffes do. They killed feveral, which, 
falling, had their Young thus faftened on them. 
Thofe who fhoot them take Care to aim at their 
Faces, becaufe clapping their Paws to the Wound, 
they blind themfelves fo as to fall direétly to the 
Ground; whereas otherwife they cling to the 
Branches, where they hang till they rot. The 
French on the Sanaga are more delicate than thofe 
in America, who make no Scruple to cat them ; 
whereas the Negros look-on them as excellent 
Meat. There are feveral Kinds of thefe Crea- 
tures here, who never mix with one another, 
cach Species kecping feparate by itfelf*. 

AUGUST the ninth, the Sieur Brite arrived at 
Ghiore/, where he learned, that the Bark he had 
fent pafled-up the River fix Days before. He 
went from hence to vifit the Sirati#, (or King 
of the Fi/is) who received his Cuftoms in fuch 
Goods as the General thought proper. He ftaid 
with that Prince three Days, and found, fince 
his laft Vifit, that the Dutch had made fome At- 
tempts oe pena him againft the French Com- 
pany., With this View they fent a Man along 
math the Moors, who brought, amongft other Pre- 
fents, two Fillagreen Bracelets of Gold, a beau- 
tiful wrought Quilt of yellow Satin, and a Piece 
of brocaded Mullin 


Tue Siratik intreated the General to allow 
fome of his Laptots to affift in hunting a Lion, 
which had lately made great Havock in the Coun- 
try. The Sieur Briie lent him four, who, joining 
the King’s Huntimen, found out this Animal, 
which defended himfelf in Charaéter ; tore two 
Men in Pieces, dan fly wounded a third, 
and would have demolifhed him alfo, if one of the 
General’s Blacks had not, with a lucky Shot, 
killed him on the Spot. He was brought in Tri- 


$ 1 
Sometimes seein, tors the 


* See Labat, abi fupra, 
the Gambra, in 
e 


. ce 


~~. 
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Sieur Brie with his Skin. He was one of the 
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largeft that had been feen in this Country, and——-—~ 


near as big as a Colt of two Years old. 
FULE’ DINE’, 2N 


o Lord, came totere Fr- 


vifit the Sieur Brite, and told him, that he had? 4. 


a ‘ge Elephant defigned for him ; but the Peo- 
ple of his Barks having refufed to take it on 
board, he had been obliged to kill and cat it: 
But at the Sieu: Briie’s Defire, he promifed his 
him another, for which he was 
to have the Price of a Slave. This Elephant 
was taken thus: The Hunters having killed the 
Mother, the young one remained quietly by the 
Body ; and giving it Food, it followed tiem home, 
and became quite familiar in the Tapade, or In- 
clofure, with the domeftic Animals. 


AUGUST the fifteenth, the General left GLiaret, tnsiaiaw. 


and proceeded up the Sanaga to Embakare*, a 
Village near the Frontiers of the Kingdom of Ga- 
lam, where he arrived the twenty-firit. In this 
Paflage he met an extraordinary Phenomenon. 
A dark Cloud fuddenly rofe, which eclipfed the 


Sky for near a Quarter of an Hour®. He pre-@-.4-; 


fently found it was a Legion of Locufts, which«+/*-. ; 


paffing over his Bark, covered it with their Ex- 
crements. Some of thefe Creatures, which fe'l 
at the fame Time, he found to be all green, 
thicker und longer than a Man's little Finger, 
with two fharp Teeth, very proper for Deftruc- 


d tion. They were near two Hours in their Flight 


e 


over the River. ‘The Sieur Briie on Inquiry could 
not find they had done any Damage. He fup- 
pofes the South-Eaft Wind, which {pring up foon 


after, and blew hard, carricd them off to the De- — 


ferts on the North of the Sanaga, where they 
would probably perith for want of Subfiftence. 


Berore his Arrival at Bitel, the General met pit), 


the Bark he had fent before, on its Return, The 
Officer who commanded it had béen at Konan, 
but durft go no farther, on Account of the Me- 
naces of Prince Sambaboa, to revenge the Af- 
fronts he had received from the Sieur Chambon 
neau, mentioned at the End of the former Voy- 
age *, Thefe Menaces, however, did not re- 
tard the Sieur Brie, who proceeded to Bite/. 
This Village and the Country near it feems to be 
the Barnyard of Africa, it dpc fo with Poul- 
try of all Kinds. Their Pullets here exceed the 

ns of Europe. A fat Fowl alfo fells for a 


Cape 
f Leaf of Paper. On the twenty-fixth of Augu/?, 


* In the Preach, Dembakané by Miftake. 
up it, whofe Journal will be given hereafter. 


the General arrived at Gdildé, the firft Vi 


¢ Childs. 


in the Kingdom of Galam, whofe Latitude be Té Sars- 
found to be fourteen Degrees fifty-feven Minutes *"** 


North. The People here are called Serakeles*, 


© "The like ha 
4 Sce before, 


K 2 and 
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1698. and are of an inconftant turbulent Difpofition. a avoid paying Cuftoms to two contending Prin- 1698, 
Btiie, 


Brie. In 1689 Sandigha, Chief of this Village, im- ces. . 
——v—— pofed on M. Charubanneax, making him believe Ow his Arrival at Ghiam, that News wag e--—_# 
he was King of Galam, who agreed with him confirmed. Here he received the extraordinary 7 King of 
for the Duties he fhould pay for Liberty to trade. _Vifit from a Man who called himfelf the King of a a 
This continued till 1697, when the Sieur Brite the Bees, Whatever Sccret he had, it is cer- 
thought proper to cut-off the Impofition. The tain (fays the Author) that thefe Creatures 
Chief, who fuceceded Sandigha, came to the followed him wherever he went, as Sheep 
Water-fide to receive the General, expeéting his do their Shepherd. His whole Body, efpeci- 
Prefent: But feeing the General would not go- ally his Cap, was fo loaded with them, that 
afhere, he defifted from his Claim; and even b it looked like a Swarm, when it firft fettles. 
went on board with his Prefent, and made his But they did no Hurt either to him or thofe in. 
Compliments, without talking of his Pretenfions: his Company. They followed him when he left 
Either becaufe he was reafonable enough to be- the General ; for befides thofe thar {tuck to his 
lieve them not due, or that he had not Force Body, he had Thoufands in his Train. On the 
fufficient to fupport them *. Trees frequented by the Patas, or red Mon- 
Tuabo. Tue Banks of the Sanaga, from Embakana keys, arc found a great Number of Serpents, of 
to Tuabo, are full of certain Briars, called by the Viper Kind, one of which the Sieur Briie’s 
the French, the Devil's Bufbes, from the Prickles Surgeon killed, and found to meafure nine Foot 
that furround them. They refemble Ivy much, long, and four Inches in Diameter. The Ne- 
as to their Growth; and render the Sides of the ¢ gros have a Notion, that if they kill them, their 
River inacceffible for Men to go afhore and tow _ferpentine Relations will revenge their Death on 
againft the Stream. The Sieur Brie, on his them, or fome of their Kindred. As for the 
anchoring at Tuabe, found a new Kind of Mon- Monkeys, they live in perfect Harmony with 
keys, of fo lively a Red, that they feemed paint- them. ‘The River here abounds with Crocodiles, 
ed. They were large and clumfy: The Negros larger and bolder than thofe near the Mouth. 
call them Patas, and believe they are a wild The Sieur Briie’s Laptots, or Freed-Blacks, took 
People, who will not fpeak for Fear of being one of twenty-five Foot long, to the great Joy 
fold for Slaves, and forced to work. Sothe old of the Villagers; who imagined him to be the 
Marbit of the Village told him. Father of the reft, and that his Death would 
Red Mon- Treset Monkeys were extreamly diverting, d freee them away ». 
hehe running from the Tops of the Trees to the Ex- H & General having anchored at Ghiam, to D:/puterwibe 
tremities of the Boughs, to fee the Barks as they eft his Men, received on board two Negros, 
pafled ; and after ie them fell to Seances who folemnly afflured him, that Tonta Buka- 
and leaping in the moft comical Manner, {till rf was the acknowledged King of Gelam. The 
leaving their Places for others who came on the Sieur Frise replied he had no Defign to defraud 
fame Errand. Some at laft grew fo familiar as to that Prince of his Cuftoms, if he was really pof- 
throw Pieces of dry Wood-on the French, who  feffed of the Throne ; but that he would enquire 
anfwered them with a few Shot ; which brought into the Truth at the Village where that Prince 
down fome, and wounded others, putting them kept his Refidence. They returned with this An- - 
into a ftrange Confternation. Some began to ¢ fwer, and were fuccecded by a new Meffenger, 
fquall in a ‘rightful Manner, others ran to gather who told the Sieur Brive, that Tonka Bikari was 
Stones to throw at their Encmies; others fhit in ina Village adjacent; that he demanded the Cuf- 
their Hands, and regaled their Affailants with toms paid to his Predeceffors, otherwife he would 
the Excrement: But finding the Match at laft declare War, and prevent his going up the Ri- 
unegual,, they thought fit to retreat. ver. The G replied as before, that he 
Revolution in ~=“T38 Murbét above-mentioned, being Mafter would enquire into the Truth; that for the: reft, 
Gsm. of the Languages fpoken by the different Na- he difregarded the Threatenings of Tonka Béta- 


tions of this Country, the General engaged him 
to accompany: him in his Voyage; and was in- 


ri; that he would purfue his Voyage in: Spice 
of him, and if he declared War, he: would pil- 


formed by him,, that there had been lately a Re- f lage all the Country. However, by way of Pre- 
yolutign in, the SR of Galam,. by-the Ds- caution, he auchored his Barks in Mid-Channel, 
potttion. of Tonka. Adaka, the late King, and the to fecure, them from the Arrows of the Negros. 


Advancement of Tonka Bikary, one of. bis Kint 
.to thea Throne, The General thought it 
prudent to feign a Difbelicf of this Report, to 


* Egbat, vol. 3..p. 303» OF /agg. 


¢ Crowd:on:, the Shore, 


Soon after he: obferyed an unufual. Note: and-Tonka Ba- 
One: of: his’ Blacks: who:lan. 


came-off, informed him, that Zonta Bikar? was 


® bide Dy 3035.5 fee: 
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come-down with feveral Men armed, and Ca- a civilly in the Sartolez Diale&, which is ufed inthat 1698. 


noas, as if he defigned an Attack. As the General 


t= thought it not prudent to proceed to Extremities, 


Taleré. 


Birnaghi, 


Sieur Pere- 


re's Audi- 


ame, 


he contented himfelf with ing on the Defen- 
five ; fending his Drums and Trumpets, and firing 
fome Cannon, without Bal], to intimidate the 
Negros, which had a Effect. In this Man- 
ner he pafled the Night, and next Morning ear- 
ly, fetting-Sail with a fair Wind, in afew Hours 
arrived at Yaferé. Immediately he fent for the 
Chief, and the Marbdde of the 

both affured him, that Tonka Biakari was in Pof- 
fefion of the Throne; and that there was no 
Likelihood of Tonta Maka’s recovering his Dig- 
nity, as the Bagheris, or chief Men of the 
Country, were all refolved to maintain the new 
King they had elected. The fame Day there was 
fo violent a Pu/bot, or Guit of Wind, that the 
Barks were driven from their Anchors. The 
Sicur Bride being fatisfied of the Elevation of 
Tonka Bakari, refolved to pay the Cuftoms. For 
this End he failed on, and anchored at Burnaghr, 
the Village of the new King’s Refidence. This 
Place lies in fourteen Degrees, nine Minutes, 
North Latitude, 


SECT. I. 


Sieur Perere’s Audience. King of Galam’s Pifit. 
Returned by the General, with a Prefent. Ta- 


falifga. Bibe Segalla. Vifit of ‘Tonka Maka. d Officers and armed Blacks. His D 


Dramanet deferibed. Trade opened. Republic 
of Marbits. ‘Tonka Maka advances towards 

ramanet. Threatens, but retires. Fort Stu 
Jofeph built. Vifits the Rock Feli. fle of 
Kaygna. are to return. Birds with four 
Wines. The Kamalingo’s Vifit. 


N the General’s Arrival at Bérnaghr, he 

fent afhore the Sieur Perere, one of his 
Fagtors, wha (poke the Mandingo perfectly, at- 
tended by two Marbits, and two Interpreters ; 
with Orders to compliment the King on his E- 
le&tion, and affure him of the Company’s Defire 
ti in Friendfhip with him, and to pay his 


ties. 

Tue Officers of this Prince would have had 
the Sieur Pererr fpoken to the King through the 
Tapede, or Inclofure*; but he refufed this: 
So that at lait be had his Audience in Perfon. 


c 


e 


Pree promifing to come and {ee the General. 
After ¢ 

the Sieur Perere feemingly well fatished with 
the Vifit. “The fame Day the Barks had feveral 
violent Squalls of Wind, which obliged them to 
ufe two Anchors. The General’s Blacks afcrib- 
ed this bad Weather to the Incantations, or ae 


gris, of Tonka Maka, the depofed King, to be 


revenged on the General, for acknowledging his 


Village, who b Rival >, 
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is he received his Cuftoms, and difmiffled —— 


Tue King fent the General a Prefent of fome &re of Ga- 


Oxen and Poultry. Next Morning he came in 
Perfon to the River-fide, attended with a large 
Retinue. ‘Che General fent a Pinnace, which 
brought him on board, with five of his Atten- 
dants, He received him without uncovering : 
They fhook Hands feveral Times; after which 
they went into the Cabin, attended by two In- 
terpreters, and converfed freely. The Sieur Brive 
treated the King with Chocolate; which he had 
never tafted before, and feemed to like very well, 
after he was affured there was neither Wine nor 
Swine’s Fat in it. As {lri€t a Mohammedan as he 
was, on thefe two Articles, he made no Scruple 
to drink Brandy and other Liquors, and eat 
Sweetmeats, In taking Leave, he afked for his 
Prefent, which the General promifed to bring 
him, when he returned his Vifit. 

Tuis he did in the Evening, attended by 
‘a began the March, and Pa ghe 
rumpets n the . ou 
al] the Village together. The King’s Officers 
brought a Horfe for the Sieur Briie to ride; al- 
though the King’s Houfe was not above two 
hundred Paces from the Water-fide. It differed 
in nothing from thofe of the Country, but that 
it was raifed about three Foot from the Ground, 
on a Foundation of great Pieces of red Marble, 
unpolifhed, which ferved for a Pavement, or 
Floor. He received the General at his Wicket ; 
for the Entrance was fo low, that the Sieur Briie 
was forced to kneel to enter it. It is probable, 
when he is better fettled in his Dignity, -this 
Prince will be better accommodated. He was 
then very poor, and appeared to be what he was. 


lam's Vifit. 


his Returned by 
ana ‘* General, 


AFTeR the firft Compliments, the Sieur Brite pris 5 Pye 


made his Prefent, confifting of a Scarf of Crim- jen. 


fon Silk, with Gold and Silver Fringes, which 
his Majefty received with great Acknowledg- 


ppeared on Horfeback, furrounded f ments, but made no Prefent in Return; which: 


The King 9 

by: feveral Women, who fung his Praifes. After 
fome Evolutions, he ali and fat-down ona 
Mat beneath a Tree. Sieur Perere fat near 
him. The Sieur Perere made his Compliment in 
the Afendinge Tonguc, which the King anfwered 


was owing to his Poverty. The Sieur Briie hay-- 
ing Notice that the Wind was turned Weft, and 
favourable for his Voyage, took Leave of the 
as ey board, and, in a few Hoars, ar 
rived at Tafalifga. This he found tobe a popu+ 


* Which ie made-with Reeds, Lattice-wife, and covered with a fine Cotton-Cloth-;-40 that the King mighe 


“fac him, without being fcen. 


> Labar, ubi fupra, p. 319, & fegg. 
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lous ~ 
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Brie. here a little Mofk built of Earth, which the 
Ley Mohammedan Negros, or Marbits, pretend is 
built after the Model of that at Adehta. There 
is near this Village a Mountain all of red Mar- 
ble, with white Veins of a bright Colour, and 
hard as Flint. The General got fome Blocks of 
it to ferve as Specimens for the Company. The 
fante Evening he anchored at Buibe Segaille, the 
Refidence of Tonka Afaka, the depofed King ; 
ei fent to compliment him, adding a {mall Pre- 
ent, 

Tuts Prince accepted the Prefent, without 
exprefling any Diflatisfaction at the General’s 
acknowinione his Competitor; but fent his Son 
on hoard, who aflured the General he had been 
deceived ; that indeed fome rebellious People had 
difowned his Father’s Authority ; but he would 
foon be able to reduce them to Obedience: That 
he advifed the General to pay the Cuftoms, other- 
wife his Father would ftop his Trade, and prevent 
his returning down the River. Thefe Menaces 
provoked the General to anfwer, he would pa 
no Cuftoms; that he would trade as he pleafed, 
and if the King offered him the leaft Infult, he 
would burn his Town, and fend him a Slave to 
America. This Reply, pronounced with an Air 
of Authority *, brought the Prince to Reafon. 
He anfwered, his Father had a Regard for the 
French, and did not incline to fil!-out with his 
Friends. After much Difpute, all tending to 
induce the General to pay the Cuftoms, or give 
an equivalent Prefent, the Prince, fecing his 
Arguments inefectual, withdrew. The Sieur 

_Briie, the fame Day, failed up the River, and 
- arrived at Dramanet, September 1, 1698. 
Dramanet Txt is a large and populous T’own, on the 
«feribed. South Side of the Sanaga. It contains near four 
thoufand Inhabitants, for the moft Part Mar- 
bits, the greatcft Traders, and jufteft Dealers 
amongft the Mohammedan Negros. The Mer- 
chants of this Place trade as far as Tombitt ; which, 
according to their Computation, is five hundred 
Leagues more within Land, whence they brin 
Gold and Bambarras Slaves, fo called, becaufe 
the Country they come from is called Bambara 
Kana. It is 2 large Kingdom, fituated between 
thofe of Tombut and Kajfon, very populous, but 
barren ; which is al] that can be at prefent faid 
of it. Thefe Merchants traffic their Gold with 
the French, but carry the moft confiderable Part 
to the Engh on the Gambre. As foon as the 
Barks were anchored, the principal Man of the 
. Town came on board to vifit the General, and 


* He thonld have faid, this horrible 
fpeaks. 


Tila Se- 
Balla. 


The f 
‘Tonka Ma- 
dae Que, 


the Offender himfelf who 
gr baer | = 
the Jefuits, have eftablithed in Paraguay. 
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been his former Acquaintance. ‘This Vifit was Brie. 
fucceeded by one from the chief Inhabitants, who —“—— 
all intreated the Sieur Briie to open Trade here ; 
promifing to procure him Gold, Slaves, and Ivo- 

ry, to his Satisfaétion », 

As they were informed by the General of the Trade spen- 
Menaces of Tonka Adaka, the Chief of the Vil-* 
lage affurcd him, that he had nothing to appre- 
hend while he ftaid there; for that the Inhabi- 

b tants, with thcir Allics, were able to repel all 
the Forces of both the Kings of Galam. The 
General, on thefe Affurances, opened Trade, 
and in fix Days took in two hundred and eight 
Slaves, and a large Quantity of Gold, but Fe e 
Ivory. There is often however to be met with 
confderable Quantities, brought-down from 
the Inland Countries: For the Marddts here are 
no great Hunters, fo that the Elephants are 
not much difturbed ; the Negro Mohammedans 
looking on the Fleth of this Animal as impure ‘. 
But the Korda does not place the Elephznt a- 
mongft the unclean Beafts; fo that this mult be 
a Glofs of the Marddéts. A good Trade might 
be eftablifhed here, as it would fave the Mer- 
chants of this Place the Trouble of carrying their 
Commodities over Land to the Englip on the 
Gambra. The Method of Trade here is, for the 
Chief of the Village, with two or three of the 
Matters of the Roads, as they call the principal 
d Merchants, to regulate the Tariff or Price of 
Goods, which ferves for a Law to the reft. In 
1698, a Male-Slave, between cighteen and thir- 
we without Defect, was fold for Goods, to the 

alue of twenty Livres; Gold, twelve Francs 
the Ounce ; and Ivory, four Sols the Pound. 

On the South Side of the Sanaga, as far as Republic f 
the Cataraéts of Frid, lie feveral Villages of the noe 
Marbits, of which Dramanet is the chief. The 
have alfo feveral Villages up the Country, Thefe 

e People form a Republic *, of which the Capi- 
tal is faid to be Konyzr, a Town built with Stone, 
and the Houfes covered with Tiles, where the 
chief Merchants of the Country refide. Thefe 
Marbiits are independent of the Negro Kings, to 
whom they are formidable, by their Number and 
their Grifgris. The North Side of the Sonaga 
is covered with Lataniers, and other Trees, but 
quite uninhabited, on account of its being ex- 
pofed to the Incurfions of the Moors: The Ki 

f of Marokko often fendi og Parties, whic 
lay wafte this Country. Fhe naga however is 
a good Bar to ftop » as they have no Me~ 
thods to crofs it *. 


c 


Affront, delivered with an Air of unparallelled Infolence. But it is 
b Labat, vol. 3. p. 328, & fegg. 

4 This is not fo wealthy a lic'as another Set of Priefts, 
* Labat, ubi fupra. p. 335. & fegg. 


© This feems to con- 


Wai 
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“13698. _ White the Sieur Brie was carrying on his a Flood, and made it eafy to fortify. He drew a 1698. 
at Trade at Dramanet, he had Advice that Tonka Plan of it, and enue the Wok to the Care wih. 
——— "Maka was advancing near the Place, with a Bo- of a good Engineer. —— 
Soe wae dy of Troops. The Chief of the Town, who In the mean Time, while his Factor carried 2A ti 
gave him this Notice, aflured him, the Inhabitants on the Trade here, and he waited the Return of me 


would Jofe their Lives toa Man, rather than 
Yuffer any Injury to be done him; and that in 
order to defend themfelves, they had fent to all 
the neighbouring Villages for Succours. The 
Sieur Brie alfo recalled fuch of his Men as were 
on Shore, got ready his Cannon and fmall Arms, 
and prepared every thing for an Attack. In the 
Evening Tonta Maka arrived, with about three 
hundred Men, He ftaid fome Time at the En- 
try of the Town, difputing with the chief Men, 
and at laft marched in with their Drums beat- 
ing. At the fame Time there entered at the 
other End near a thoufand Men, fent to the Af- 
fiftance of the Town by their confederate Villa- 
ges. The Refult was, that Tonka Mata, finding 
the Party unequal, quitted the Place, and re- 
tired to about a Mile’s Diftance, where he en- 
camped. 

Ear y the next Day he fent a new Meflage 
to the General, to demand his Cuftoms, threat- 
ening, in cafe of Refufal, to declare War. The 
Sieur Brie rejected the Propofition, offering to 
fight him on cqual Terms. In a fhort Time 
the Marbiét Mefienger returned to tell the Ge- 
neral, that Zonta Maka would not fight with the 
French, but was going to retire. 
fame Day, and the Trade was reftored as before. 
The General gave Prefents to the chief Marbiits, 
whofe Friendfhip had been fo ufeful, and who, 
he now found, might be depended on. This 
gave him an Inclination to fete a Factory here, 
which he executed in the End. 

o- Tue General finding the Neceffity of having 
a fixed Settlement in this Country, in order to 
carry on and extend the Trade, fet about look- 
ing fora proper Situation for a Fa&tory. He ex- 
amined feveral Iflets in the River, intirely free 
from its Inundation, the Floods being then at the 
Height. But on confulting the Marbits, whom 
he could moft depend on, he wasaflured by them, 
that they were improper for his Defign ; the 
Northern Channel being fo low at the Sea- 
fons, that they durft not truft their Cattle there 
for fear of the Moors : Yet this Channel had then 
fix or feven Fathom Water, and was as broad as 
the Seine, at Paris, the Louvre. Thefe 
Reafons determined the General to fix on the 
South Side of the River; where he chofe a Place 
almoft half Way between Dramanet and Monka- 
net, whofe Situation both fecured it from the 


He did fo the d 


an Officer he had fent, with two Marbuts, to vifit 
the River Falemé, he thought proper to go fee 
the Towns that lie along the Sanaga, as far as 
the Rock of Feld, which takes up the whole 


Breadth of the River, and interrupts the Navi- 


b gation of it, by the Height of its Fall, which 


is forty Fathom. ‘lhe Mountains which form 
this Fall, begin about half a League from 
the Village of Feld, and render the Country 
difficult and almoft impaffable. The Current 
allo being ftopped with Rocks, makes it dan- 
gerous for Canoas, efpecially thofe of the Ne- 
gros, who are but indifferent Boatmen *. 


Tue General left his Bark two Leagues below Jf: of 
the Rock Fel, and went on Foot to vifit the#¥500 


Fall. In returning, he examined the Ifle of 
Kaygnii, or Kaygneux, which goes at prefent b 
the Names of Pontchartrain and Orleans. He 
caft his Eye on this Place, as a good Situation 
for a Fort, on account of the Neighbourhood of 
Ganghiiré, a large Town, of about four or 
five thoufand trading Marbits, or Mandingo Ne- 
gros, through which the Karawans, with Bam- 
berras Slaves, ufually pas. Th: only Thing 
which prevented this Settlement, was the Dif- 
tance of the Place from the River Falemé; fo 
that the General contented himfelf with proceed- 
ing on the Fort at Dramanre?. 

Tue General's firft Defign was tc have gone 
as high as the Falls of Govina, having provided 
Guides for that Purpofe ;and to have vifited by the 
Way the King of ‘Kajon or Kaffé, but he was 


obliged to quit this Intention. “The Sanaga de-Pr parte 
creafed fo furprizingly, that, in twenty -four’’" 


Hours, it fell eighteen Foot; and if it had con- 


e tinued at the fame Rate, the Sieur Brive fuw that 


he fhould not be able to pafs the Fall or Shoals of 
Donghel in his Return: But luckily a Storm of 
Rain intervening, it rofe again eight Foot. Thefe 
fudden Altcrations obliged him to return to Dra- 
manet; where he found the Sieur Perere, his 
FaQor, had purchafed fome Gold and Ivory, with 
a great Nuntber of Bamlerras Slaves, dries, bay 
luity ; but fo lean, that it wasa Pity to feet : 
Their Country, though fertile, had been. afflict- 
ed with fo great a Famine, that the Merchants 
loft fome of their Slaves, becaufe they could not 

ive them a Handful of green Corn in a Day. 
They had much ado to put thofe they had pur- 
chafed in good Cafe again. “They were all fuized 


* Labat, whi fupra, p. 347. & fege: 


with 
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1698, with a Flux as foon as any thing was given them a Latitupes obferved in this Voyage. 1698. 
Brie. to eat, and fome of.them died ; but the reft who Ghi/dé Villace — — — 14° 57' Brue, 
femme’ efcaped, proved the cleaverieft Fellows that cver Birnaghi Village - — — & of 
bars brought - a Market’. , 
Bird with Ne of the Genera)’s People killed a Bird wit d ! 
Svar Bigs four Wings, as the French call it; it was as big as ; oe e ey 
a Turky-Cock, the Feathers black, the Beak 4 Account of the Kingdom of Galam, and the 
Jarge and hooked, and its Feet armed with ftrong Difcoveries made beyond it by the French. 
Claws, which fhewed it to be a Bird of Prey. With an Enquiry concerning Tombito. 


It is not eafy to imagine what Booty he could Fry Saral 
meet with ‘athe Night (for that pra Time b Sete Madi ae ‘Galan and bar 
of maroding) yet he was very fat, and feemed bap Rinodom o Mandingo. Difcoveries be- 
to have filled his Belly well. His Wings, which endl the "Rock = Ay Catara& of Govina 
were large and ftrong, were well furnifhed with er dom of Kaffon. Fertility end Extent. 
Feathers ; thofe at the Tip of the Wing were Rich in j Poe Reports of *rombito ; By 
quite naked, and at the fame Time were coyver- Cada Mofto: By Leo, the African: B Ma 
ed with other Feathers: Thefe latter were much doc, ans Englifh Benckeet . Bra Bi Ayr i 
longer than the former, and after fhooting be- Bresich Author : By Mouette “Difcour oy 
_— them four or five Inches, their Quills af- Tombito attempted by the Portugueze : as 
umed a very long and thick Beard ; fo that when the Englith: By the French. Sieur Briie’s En- 
extended they feemed to be two Wings on each c guiries, The Vripoli Karawans. Great Gain 
Side, one longer than the other, feparated by of the Merchants. Wealth of Tombito. Its 


an empty Space between the Pen-Feathers, and ’ 

thofe ‘which made ‘the Body of the Wings, _ Di/ée™ry recommended. The Means prapefed 

Hence the French named it the Dird with feur HE Kingdom of Galam lies to the Eaft of sinacion of 
Wings, and fuch any one would take it for. As that of the Filis, or the Siratit, begin- Galam. 


it is ftrong, it plays its Wings perfedtly well, and ning at a Village called Ghildé, two hundred and 
muft needs fly high, as well as along Time. forty-two Langit from the Bar of the Sanaga, 
The Author would have brought one alive with and about a ue below Tuabo. It extends 
‘him, if the Negros had performed their Promife. from Weft to Eaft up the Stream about forty- 
Th Kama- THE Kamalingo of Tonka Bahari, who wait- d five Leagues, and is terminated by the Rock RB. 
lingo's ¥i- ed for the Sieur Briie at Dramanet, while he /é, where there is a Cataract, or Fall, of more 
i went to vifit the Rock Frid, came to fee him on than thirty Fathom, the River iffuing from be- 
his Return, and to offer him his Services: But tween two Mountains, through which it fcems 
’ his Bufinefs was to afk a Prefent, or Cuftom, to have forced a Paffage ; as may be judged from 
which the General gave him, as he thought it the huge Rocks fcattered up and down the 
due. This Perfon had been Kamalingo to Tonka Channcl for a great Space *. 
Maka, which made the General fufpeét him a Iw another Place the fame Author fays, Ga- 
dittle; till he was informed, that the Quarrel /ambegins at Embakana (or Imbakani) which is 
was paft Reconciliation, and that they were be- a Village three or four Leagues to the Weft 
come mortal Enemies. He was, befides, a near e of Ghildé, yet makes the Diftance no more than 
Relation of Tonka Bukari, and confequently more forty-five Leagues to the Rock Feld; and fays, 
attached to his Interefts. He promifed his Pro- this Kingdom extends nd it Eaftwards ¢, 
teétion to the Company’s Servants, who fhould Ir is bounded on the North and North-Weft goux2:, 
be left there, or come to trade for the future. by thofe vaft fandy Deferts, called the Sabra, 
The General, in Return, aflured him his Cuftoms or Defert of Barbary, where the Moors have 
thould be duly paid, and that the Company would their movable Villages ; and by fome fixed Habi- 
me greestek for his good Offices. The Reader may tations of the Fiéis-Negros, dependent on the 
eafily fee, that the Term of Tonka fo often ufed Siratit. To the Eaft and North-Eaft lics the 
in the foregoing Journal, when {peaking of the Kingdom of Kaffon, or Kaffi*. According to 
Princes who govern the Kingdom of Galam, fig- £ de /’ I/le's pofthumous Map of Afrique Franceifi, 
nifies King, as that of Maka, or Bidkariaddedto the Part of the Kingdom Galam, or the Sara- 


it, denotes the proper Name of the Prince. hkolez, to the North Side of the Sanaga, is pof- 
From Dramanet, the General, after fettling fefled by the People of Meré, who are Fugitives 
dis Affairs, returned-to Fort St. Louis >. from another try; on the ‘Weft by the 
* Labat, whi fupra, p. 354, © frag. * Bid, p. 360, to 370. © Labat, Afrique Occidentale, 
wol. 3. p. 280, Si ask hid vol. 2. p, 156, a Lbid. 3. p. 290. = © 


Country 
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1698. Country of the Fiili, and on the South by the 
Brie, Country of Bambié. But according to the A&- 
ey weirs empl by Labat, the Kingdom of 
Bambik is Part of that of Galam; in which 
Cafe it will have the Falofs aifo for its Border- 
ers on the Weft, and the Mandingos (to the 

North of the Gembra) on the South. 
TheSarako- Tue Title of the King of Galam, is Tonka, 
tex, # Ne~ which fignifies King. The chief Lords of the 
ya Country, who are fo many petty Kings, as foon 
as they are poffeffed of a Village, call themfelves 
Siboyez. ‘The Natives of the Country arc called 
Sarkolez *. ‘hey are of a turbulent, reftlefs 
Difpofition, as is before hinted ; and make no 
Scruple to depofe their Kings when they imagine 
any Coufe for it. Add to this, that they are indo- 
lent, and don’t much love travelling abroad. Their 
longeft Journeys feldom exceed Faga, five Days 
Journey above the Rock Frid, or to Bambuk, a 
large Country to the South®. From the firft 
ee they bring Slaves, and from the latter, 

old. 

Mendingss =‘Tug le called Mandingas, originally of 
ros Yaga, iyo in Galam, where ia are be- 
come numerous; and fo united together as to 
form a kind of Republic, which pays no great- 
er Regard to the nf, aoe they think proper. 
All the Trade of the Country is in their Hands. 
ag on a Commerce to al] the neighbour- 
ing rc Peasy and by this Means amafs Riches, 
and propagate the AZohammedan Religion where- 
ever they £93 fo that they are both Merchants and 
Miffonaries. Al) thefe Adandinges call them- 
felves Marbéts, or Preachers‘. Excepting the 
Vices — to the Blacks, they are a good 
Sort of People, honeft, hofpitable, juft to their 
Word, laborious, induftrious, and very ready to 
learn Arts and Sciences. At prefent all their 
Knowledge confifts in reading and writing the 
Arabic. y love Strangers, either through In- 
nets or on Account of the Profit they gain 


mM. 

And Bam- ©“ TH® Natives of Bambit, called Malinkips, 
bik. have received thefe Mandinges, and incorporated 
with them; fo that they form but one Nation, 
in which the Religion, ers and Cuftoms of 
the latter prevail b abfolutely, that thofe of the 
— bitants are loft. 

aipes the Country of Yaga, from whence 
comes the Part of the Mandinges fettled 
in Galam,” isa Country, or Kingdom 
of their own, called ingo, which lies to the 
South of Bambék. It is cxtreamly 


| 


. Fyne 
eu IL Ne 38, 


Kingdom of 
Wandingo. 
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a both because the Women are very fruitful, and 1698, 

becaufe they fiffer no Slaves to be made amongft Brie, 

them, as they do in the neighbouring Countries, ——-—and 

They only fell their Criminals. Their being fo 

populous has obliged them to fend out feveral 

Colonies, which were {cttled in feveral Parts of 

Africa, efpecially in thofe where Trade is car- 

ned on, as in Calam, Bamlih, and other Pla- 

ces ¢. 

From the Rock or Fall of Feld, hefore-men- Difceveria 

b tioned, to another, more high and fteep, called soend 
Gevine, the Diftance is about forty ues, 
according to the Eftimation of the Faétors, fent 
thither by the Sieur Brie in the Year 1719. 

Tue Cataract of Felé is above thirty Toifes 
high *«: The River here is clofe confined betwixt 
two very high Mountains; and the Channel, for 
four or five Leagues up, is very broad, but full 
of Rocks, which feem to be Part of a Mountain, 
through which the River has worked a Paffage, by 

c wafhing away all the Earth; and it now runs a- 
mong them in an hundred Guts, eed rapid, and 
not navigable. At the End of thefe you come 
to a beautiful large Ifland, without a Name, 
made by the River, having the Village of Lon- 
td on the Right. This Ifland lies very commo- 
dioufly for: a Settlement, and Sorchouke for 
Goods, whence a Trade might be carried on, on 
each Side the River, and upwards above the Ca- 
taract of Govina. 

d Mr. BRUE was aware of the Importance of 7 Rick 

this Difcovery of the Country hereabout, and Feld. 
had a Defign of making it himfelf, but the Com- 

’s Affairs would not permit fo long an 
Abfence; however, having removed the Appre- 
henfions which the Faétors had of the Badnefs 
of the Air, and other infurmountable Difficul- 
ties, he engaged fome of the braveft among 
them, by large Promifes, to undertake it. Ac- 
cordingly they went from St. Louis to Fort St, 
Jelehs having fome Negros, who knew the 

untry, for their Guides; and thence to the 

Foot of the Rock Feliz, where they left their 

Canoas. They found the Borders of the Sanaga 
rfe€tly fine ; but better peopled on the right (or 
uth) Side than the left. ey were well re- 

ceive Oreeg irs, nvtking Friends eafily by 

Prefents. ing along the Foot of the 

tain, which makes the Cataract, they arrived at 

Lanté, vifited the [land above-mentioned ¢ and 

f being furnifhed there with fome Canoas, 
bad ones, by the Negros, Saray their 
vigation up to the Foot of the called 


Sera ard Kolex ; which lat Word may denote their Settlement the Rivers, fo 
elfewhere it is reckoned a Part of Galam. We hall an Account 
ord, which is Arabic, fignifies oe ee 

4 Lebat, vol. 3. p: 3705 OF Argy. ° a 


L 


Vovaces and TRAVELS along 


74 
1698. the neighbouring Inhabitants Gevie, which they a Its Northern Limits are not well known, but it 1608, 
Bre. to be about forty Leagucs from Lentd. is certain it extends Southward as far as the Coun- 
—v——F_— Tus feemed to be a higher Cataradt than that tries of Godova and Yaka; and that the Mandin¢——— 
roe gh of Felg. The River here is pretty broad, and = gos of Bambik and Tombito are, at leat, tribu- 
falling with a great Noife, it makes a thick tary to it, if not its Subjedts. 
Spray, or Mift, which from different Points of T is pretended the Inhabitants were, by O- Rich in 
jew reficcts different Rainbows. Encouraged  rigin, J'ili’s; and that the King of Kafon own-Mo- 
to go-on, they examined on whichSide ofthe Ri- ed formerly all the Country of Galam, and the 
ver they: could moft cafily get clear of the Hill greateft Part of the Dominions which now make 
which formed the Catarat : But the Negros, their the Kingdom of the Sirati# ; Perhaps this may be 
Guides, refufed to attend them any farther, al- b the Reafon why thefe People depend on him, and 
ledging, that they were at War with the People y him Tribute. It is fuid, he lie a great Num- 
upwards, and did not underftand their Language *. ee of Gold, Silver, and Copper Mines, fo rich 
Hereupon the Faétors returned to Fort Louis, and copious, that the Ore almoft appears upon 
without accomplifhing their Defign. the Surface ; and that if you wath fome Earth in 
ALTHOUGH thefe Cataracts make the Paflage a Bowl, dug a little below it, the pure Metal 
~ this River difficult, yet they don’t hinder — will fall to the Bottom without more ado. This 
ommerce; fince the Inhabitants want neither _ is called wafhed Gold, 
Horfes nor Oxen, and have Camels alfo to carry As the French have difcovered no farther Eaft- 
Goods : So that when thefe Parts become known ward than the Rock Govina, all the Account we 
and fettled, a very rich Trade will be opened to c have of this State comes from the Negro Mer- 
the Kingdom of Yombiéte, and the Countries on chants of the Country, who travel much, and 
_ _ that Side °. are very expert and induftrious in Bufinels, above 
eee To the Eaft and North-Eaft of Galam, lies the what is generally found in their Colour. They 
‘ Kingdom of Kaffon, or Kaffi, beginning about all agree, that it ftretches itfelf feveral Days 
Midway between the Rocks Feldand Govina,whofe Journey beyond the Rock Gevina, and is bound- 
Sovereign, called Sagedove, keeps his ufual Refi- ed Eaftward by a Kingdom bordering on Tombii- 
dence at Gamel, in a great Ifland, or rather Pen- to ¢, a Countr which they have been a long 
infula, North of the Sanaga, formed by two Time in Search of. 
Rivers ; which, after a Courfe of above fixty As the Reports of the great Wealth of Tom- Ripon of 
Leagues, lofe themfelves in a great Lake that d dite, and a Thirft of fharing, or rather ingrof-Tombitay 
bears the Name of the Kingdom *. The moft fing ite Gold Trade, was the chief, if not ey 
Southern of the two Rivers, which form the Motive of the Europeans fettling on thefe Weft- 
Ifand of Xaffon, is called the Black River, from ern Coafts of Africa, it may not be improper 
the dark Colour of its Water, and rifes not a- to enquire into the State of this Trade, and the 
bove half a League from the River Senaga, be- Advances which the Maritime Nations have made 
€oming fo large within a League of its Source, in this Difcovery, 
as not to be fordable. The other, which is to WuetHer Cada Moffo was the firlt whoz, cada 
the North, has the Name of the White River, brought News into Europe of Tombdto, and itsModo, 
becaufe the white and flimy Land through which Golden Trade, we will not affirm; but he is the 
it pafles, give it that Colour ; fo different fromthe e firft Tsaveller extant, who gives an Account of 
Colour of the Sanaga, from whence it iffues, half both*, He made the Voyage to the Sanaga and 
a League at moft from the Source of the Black Gambra, in 1455. By this Author's Account, 
iuer. the d came from the Empire of Mélli, a 
Firtility. Tue Ifand, or Peninfa, of Xafan, is hardly Country of the Blacks, thirty Days Journey to 
Faw, fix over in the broadeft Part, and about the South-Weft of Tomsdto. From Tombito it 


was fent in Karaw4ns to Egypt, Tuais, and He- 


lixty long. The Soil is fertil, and wel culti- 
1, and the Country very populous; fo that, de (Guaden or Whaden) (about fix or eight 
ing its extenfive Commerce, it muft be Stages to the Eaft of Argun.) From Hoden it 
very:rich. The Prince, who governs it, is - was carried to Oran, Fra, Marekko, and the 
ful gnd rich, and well age | own f Sea-Ports of this lait » from whence it 
Subjedts and Nei Galam, , of wa Orcas iy Gs Italians, and other Eerépi- 
the neighbouring Kingdoms are tributary to him. "ans ; while the Portagueze had it of the Mert, 
, & fome of their Kxcufes for leaving the always in the Lorch, when going fa 
Praag ondary pogt vs lynne mag , val... p. 156, & a ee 
defen, 9. 45-% ¢ Lebat, val. 3. p. 290, & fogg, + See vol. 1. p. 577.0. OF fogg. Of this Colledicn. 
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£698. whe brought | 
Brie, den (which lies between forty and fifty Days 
ourney from Tombito, to the North-Weft) and 


fupplied Tombite with Salt, from Teggazza, a 
Town forty Stages * diftant, and fix (to the 
North-Eaft) from Haden «. 

LEO, who was at Tombite about the Year 
1500, reprefents it as a Country rich in Gold, 
but gives no particular Account of its Commerce ; 
yet occafionally mentions a Trade carried on by 


By Le, 


the Merchants, from feveral Parts of Barbary. b 


He alfo {peaks of trading down the Niger, by 
which he means the Sanage, in Boats to the O- 
cean*, Marmel who was in this Country with- 
in a few Years after Leo, is not more exprcfs, 
with regard to the Courfe of its Trade, 

By Madoc, Im 1594, Anthony Daffel, Merchant, fent to 
his Correfpondent, Laurence Madoc, at Marok- 
4a, for Information concerning Tombite and Ga- 

#, and the Proceedings of the Moors there, who 


d newly conquered them, under A/kayd Ha- ¢ 


med. doc confirms the Riches of thofe Coun- 
tries, and was an Eye-Witnefs of thirty Mules 
deaden with Gold, that came from thence in ‘Fuly 
the fame Year *. 

By eFrench “THE anonymous Writer of 2 Letter, annexed 

dui, tothe Voyage of Frejus to Mauritania, printed 
in 1671, gives a particular Account of the 
Trade from Marokke to Tombite, for Gold, and 
the Manner of the fandy Defert. He 
affigns the Diftance cight 
‘This Author makes Sanaga and Gambra 
Branches of the Niger, and the Place of its 
Divifion four hundred Miles to the Weft of 
the Kingdom of Gago, of which he confiders 
Tombitto as the Capital. He obferves, that many 
have imagined, that, by failing-up thefe Rivers, 
the Kingdom of Gago, whence all the Gold 
comes, might be arrived-at; that the Engl 
have had thefe Imaginations more than other Na- 
tions; but that their Attempts had failed, not 
having been able to afcend the River above four 
or five hundred Miles, He adds, that he had 
often enquired of the Inhabitants along the Sa- 
naga, if that River was not more navigable than 
the Gambra, and whether they could not pro- 


* A Letter fent from Arguin, in 1591, to Lifon, ff 


within Land: But that not having 
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t it to Arguin*, dire&ly from He- a cced abeve four or five hundred Miles upwards: 1698. 


But that they aflured him they could not go Brie: 
higher, on aecount of the Diftempers they —~\— 
are attacked with, the Moers, their Enemies, 
and the Oziers that choak up the River‘. <t is 
obfervable, that this Author imputes the ill 
Succefs of the Englifh in the Gambra, already 
mentioned, to the fame Caufes; whereas, in 
Fact, the great Obftacle in both thofe Rivers, is 
the Flats, Rocks, and Falls, which render them 
unnavigable, except for flat-bottomed Boats. 

Tue Sieur Mouette, who travelled in Fex and 8yMovete, 
Marokko, about the Year 1670, gives an Account 
of the Trade carried-on at that ime to Sudan t, 
Guinea,and Tombiito, by the Arabs ; who brought 
from the laft Place, among the reft Tidir, or 
Gold-Duft, in Exchange for Salt ; and felling 
it to the Moors and Fews; thefe difpofed of it to 
the European Merchants at Safia and Agader, or 
Santa Cruz, who from thence tranfported it inte 
Europe *. 

Some later Authorities might be produced, but 
thefe may fuffice to thew, that the Gold-Trade of 
Negroland is no imaginary Thing; but that for 
three hundred Years paft it hath been carried-on 
from Barbary, by the Arabs, and Moors, to Tom- 
bite and Gago. Ever fince thefe Kingdoms came Difcerery 
to be known to Europeans, as the Places whence #77"! #9 
the Gold of Africa came, they have endeavoured ‘° 
to penetrate to them, with a View of tharing in 


hundred Miles South. d that gainful Commerce with the Arabs and Moors; 


or rather of diverting the Courfe of it, by feiz- 
ing it into their own Hands. The Portugueze 
firft attempted it, but although they feem to 
have quite neglected it by the Port of Arguin, 
poflibly becaufe they could not get to Tombdte 
from thence but by Land, yet we are told by 
Marmol, that they endeavoured to pals thither 
by way of the Gaméra, intending to have blown 
up the Rock above Baratenda, if it had been 
found practicable '. It may be prefumed, that, 
a by this Obftacle, they gave over the 


HE Englifh next attempted to difcover Tom- By riz Enge 
bite by the fame River, upon a Suppofition that 
it proceeds from the Niger; which Notion they 


of rich Geld-Mines in the Kingdom of Darba, 
to trade with the Moers, who would part with their 


Lea 
for Trifies in Bells, Glaffes, Knives, Linen, &c. they carried it to.Fre, in Barbary, two hundred and 


Miles diftant, and to'Tombito, three b 


IcAiow, vol. 2. part 2. p. 188, > Leo the 
© Bee this jon, Vol. 1. p. 278. e. and p. 180, b. 
Haklagi"s Collection, 2, part 3. ~. 192 

etry Travels -9.'80, EF - fey. in St i 
Tock ia fhe Dliadle of the iver, which hinden 
~ and. Workmea to. break it 5; but after 


Southward. By this Letter it appears, the Portugurze 
ight ve had before. Se Hello at 
Sethe eveth Book of ih itary of sce 


f See the Letter mentioned (in the Ti . 13, ‘ 
of the Biscks, or Wi Y. allan 2S (i 


\ Above Kaito ‘ek 


Vefiela going any higher; { that the King of Poengal 


\the-Enterprize, oa account 
Sa haberbeen about the Yous se 
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1698. fill entertain, without being able to come to aa Days March. The Zenfara Merchants take the 1698, 
Brie. Certainty, or proceed much farther than Bara- fame Time, lying much at the fame Diftance. Brite. 
i ——/ fonda for the Shoals and Rocks. Ir is probable, that the mafted Barks, fecpy—v—~ 


By the 
French. 


Lastiy, the French have carried on their 
Difcoveries by the Sanaga, but with as little Suc- 
cefs as either of the former Nations; having met 
with Rocks three hundred Leagues above the 
Mouth of that River, which they take to be the 
Niger itfelf, although they have yet obtained no 
certain Information, either whether it be the Ni- 


£7 or would bring them to Tombito, in cafe it b one thoufand Men, well armed, to defend them- 


e navigable upwards beyond the Rock Govina. 
Ar the fame Time the feveral Nations were 
pufhing the Difcovery of Tombito, by the Rivers, 
they made Inquiries of the Roads by Land. 
While the Sieur Brite was at Dramanet erecting 


Sicur Briie's the Fort, he inquired of the Merchants the Situa- 


Tnyurics. 


tion of the Kingdom of Tombdto, or Tombikto, 
to which Place they had made feveral Journeys : 
They informed him, that the Town of that Name 
was not on the Niger, but at fome Diftance from 
it: That to gothither, they coafted the South-Side 
of the River for feveral Days; and after leaving 
it at Timbi, where it takes a Sweep to the North, 
had five Days Journey to reach Tombite, accord- 
ing to the Rout given before*. Thefe thirty- 
two pas March, reckoning ten Leagues a Day, 
make three hundred and twenty Leagues from 
the Falls of Fe/d to this rich Town. They faid 
farther, that there came every Year to Tambiite 


by the Mandingo Merchants on the Niger fome 
Leagues from Tombito, are thofe the Tripelins 
ufe from the Place where they firft arrive on this 
River, to that Part of it neareft Tombito, which, 
according to the Opinion of Geographers, is but 
fix Leagues diftant from the Niger. 


Tue Tripoly Kavawans confift ufually of about 2s of th 


Merchant 


felves againft the wild Beafts, or Robbers, they 
may meet in the Deferts, through which they 
pafs, where they find Water or Forage for them~- 
Selves, their Camcls and Horfes. ‘They bring to 
Tombito much the fame Kinds of Goods the 
French do to Galam, fuch as coloured Cloths and 
Serges, blue, green, violet, yellow, or red; but 
chiefly of the laft Colour, to the Value of twen- 
ty thoufand Crowns: The like Value in Glafs- 
Beads of Venice, and other Parts: Wrought Co- 
ral of different Sorts, to the Amount of twelve 
thoufand Crowns: Ten thoufand more in Paper, 
Brafs, Bafons, and other Things of that Sort: In 
all about fixty-two thoufand Crowns. Their Profit 
will appear by the Returns they make, w/z. three 
thoufand Quintals of Dates, which they fell at 
home at two Crowns the Quintal ; twelve thou- 
fand Quintals of Sena, which they fell at fifteen 
Crowns the Quintal; Oftrich Feathers, to the 


a large Karawan of Whites, armed with Fire- d Value of fifteen thoufand Crowns; eight hun- 


locks, to exchange their Merchandize for others, 
and chiefly Gold; which, according to the Au- 
thor, muft be the Adoors of Barbary. 


Tripoti Kee THE Sieur Briie, while at Tripoly in Barbary, 


rand. 


feveral Times had Occafion to fee the Karawans 
which fet-out to go to aSouthern Country, which 
they called the Kingdom of Faifon, Faifan, or 
Faifaon and Faizzan*. Thefe Karawans were fifty 
Days on the Road, exclufive of the Days of Reft; 
whence the Author concludes, there is Ground 
to believe, that they went rather to Tombiito, 
than to ad which being only one hundred, 
or one hundred and twenty Leagues from Tripoly, 
could never require fo many Days . More- 
over, the Mandingo Merchants, who have been 
at Tombite, fay, that befides the Gold produced 
in the Country, they bring it alfo from the King- 
dam of Zanfara; and that thefe Merchants em- 

March to come thither: Which 


dred or a thoufand Slaves, and one thoufand 
Marks of Gold. Now this laft Article only a- 
mounts to one hundred thoufand Crowns, and 
reckoning the Slaves at fifty Crowns a-head, it 
makes forty thoufand Crowns; fo that the five 
Articles together make one hundred feventy-nine_ 
thoufand Crowns: From which dedu@ting their 
prime Coft of fixty-two thoufand, there remaing 
2 clear Profit of one hundred feventeen thoufand 


e Crowns in five Months on Merchandizes, which 


can be purchafed eafier by the French, who con- 
fequently would have a greater Profit. 
T is certain, that t 


rought into it from the Country of Gago, Zan- 
fara, and the adjacent Regions, which makes 
its Capital Town, already rich in itfelf, yet more 
rable by being the Centre of Trade from 

al] Parts of Africa‘. 


fift 
Wise ce pee be neceflary to go from Zanfara f THe Kingdom of Tombite abounds with all 


te Faifon, tince thofe Places are not two hundred 

‘afunder. It muft then be concluded, 
Bhar the sitet Racoon go to Tombite. Be- 
the Le the Diftance is four hundred 
pod ff 


Leagues, which may well take-up fifty 


wih.g 736! 
2 


wig. p. 361, O Seng, 


® Labat concludes this to be the Fafanea Regis, known to the Ancients, 


the Neceflaries of Life. Maiz, Rice, and all 
Kinds of Grain grow to Perfeétion : Cattle of 
all Kinds are preety and Fruits of every Sort 
very cheap : falm-Trees of all Sorts are found 
here: Nothing is wanting but Salt, which is 


§ Lobat, 
Scarce 


Kingdom of Tombitto Wath of 
uces Gold in great Quantities, yet much is Tube. 
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. Scarce and dear, as being brought from far. a land Parts of Africa, of which fo many trifling 1698. 
- They are furnithed with this Commodi the and fabulous Pe deeid have been publifhed. Bie. 
AV Ni Mandingo Merchants, who buy it from ie uro- Ir might be eafy, after fuch a Difcovery was a 
peaus and Moors, made, for the Company to carry on this om wen 
The Dife- THe Author thinks it is a Pity that thisCoun- merce feparately, by fending its own Factors and 
wey reom- try is fo little known; and that the Difcovery Servants with « good Number of armed Blacks, 
ae may now be more eafily cffeéted than before, as fo as to be fecure on the Road. They might 
the French Company have Settlements in Galam; ven make a Settlement above the Fall of Go- 
whence it w be no difficult Matter to cngage vina, where they might keep {mall Veffcls to fail 
Mandingo Merchants to fuffer fome of the Com- up the Niger, till they arrived oppofite to Tom- 
*s Servants to go-along with them. For this b bxfo*, and by that Means fave three Fourths of 
End it would be neceflary to chufe Men of Parts the Expence and Trouble of a Land Legs & 
and Prudence, well experienced in Trade, and By this Method the Company would not only 
capable of making a Map of the pg or buy on the Spot, at a low Price, the Gold, Ivory, 
drawing Plans of the Towns they pafs. They and Slaves they now purchafe from the Mandin- 
fhould alfo be fkilled in Phyfic, Botany, andSur- gos, and by that Means {ave the Profits they make 
gery, as wellas in the Arabic and Mandinga Lan- on French Goods, but might alfo exclude othet 
uages; and to encourage them to go through uropean Nations from this Trade, as well as 
he oil and Hazards of fuch an Undertaking, cut-off that which they ay on by way of the 
their Rewards ip to be proportioned to their Gambra, Thefe were the Views of the Sicur 
Trouble. Was fuch a Method as this purfued, c Brie, which he defigned to have carried into Exe- 
a perfect Knowledge might foon be obtained, ution, if the fubfequent Changes in the Com- 
not only of Tombiito, but perhaps of all the in- pany’s* Affairs had not obliged him to defift «. 





CH A.-P. Wik 
Differences between the Englith and French about the Trade of the River Gambra. 


SEG: T? to Guinea than in the Gambra, neglected their 
firft Eftablifhments here, to form more folid ones 
Englith Settlements on the Gambra. James’s Fort d at la Mina, Little Dieppe, Great and Little Pa- 
taken. Reflored again. Englith African Trade ris, and feveral other Places on the Southern 
laid open. The Company cenfured. Error of Coaft, The Slave-Trade here was not then 
their Condu& manife/t. General Corker’s Pro- ed; and the Mandingo Merchants at that 
pofals. Sieur Briie’s Anfwer, Time had not fallen into the Way of bringing 
down to the Sea, Gold, Ivory, and other Goods 
Bnghih Set- FT is not eafy to tell when the Engl firft they draw from the Kingdoms of Tomdito, Ga- 
Womens fettled on the Gambra. ‘They might beft in- Jam, and Bambik*. 
orm the World of this Point, if the frequent In- THe Portugueze, who came next, filled thecn rhe 
terruptions of theirCommerce, and the Changes Places the Normans had quitted, and made {e~S#mbrm 
of the different Companies, who carried on the e veral Settlements on the Coaft from Cape Blanco, 
Tradg, did not contribute to perplex a Point in as well as up the Country. This plainly a 
itfelf not very clear. It is certain, that the firft from the Remains of theis Forts and Yattories 
Company of Merchants belonging to Dieppe and yet to be fecn in feveral Places, fome of which 
Ronen knew, and frequented the Gawbra long they fill retain, notwithftanding the Ruin of 
before the Portuguéze fet out on their Difcove- their Affairs, as at Kachea, Bintan, Biffae, &c. 
ries in Africae and Afia‘, It is probable thefe as well as on the Gambra, where they drive a 
Norman Adventurers, finding the Trade better confiderable Trade for the French, Dutch, and 


* The Author {peaks here & Prefamption, that the Senaga is the fame River with the Niger - That it 
is navigable upwards from the Fall of Govina; and coming ste has eps ely ech dh fag a few 
of that Town. Bat every Article of this may de queftioned from what we have in our In- 

ing the Niger, p. 53.d, & fg. ®'On this Occafion Labat blames the natural Inconftancy 

of his Nation, who, (fays he afer making fl iscoveries, have difj y abandoned them to their Rivais 
panets Vals 5.8 0s et Tf this was fo, how atk a - 
to Guinea, even pafied Cape Bejader > I, f. BE. G, q- 

Aries Oceldide, woh 4.' 9-274, oe Busi, 


H 
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fucceeded the Portugueze, have driven them from 


ym feveral Places they poflefied. ‘Their chief Settie- 


Jarnes's Farr 
Faken, 


Rifored a- 


gars 


ment here is on a {mall Iland in the Middle of 
the River, between Albreda and Filfray, four- 
teen Leagues from its Mouth, where they have 
a Fort, which might be eafily defended, if it 
had Cifterns and Magazines Bomb-Proof; but 
for want of thefe Advantages, it has been often 
taken, plundered, and demolifhed, both by the 
French and Pirates *; which at laft reduced the 
Englifo Company’s Affairs to fo low an Ebb, that 
nothing could have gecovered them, but a par- 
liamentary Affiitance *. 

As foon as the News of the taking and erafing 
of Fames’s Fort, by the Count de Gennes, in 
1695» arrived at France, the Company difpatch- 
ed Orders to the Sieur Bourguignon, their Di- 
rector-General at the Sanaga, to take Pofleffion 
of the Ruins, and fettle a fixed Trade on the 
River. He accordingly took Poffeffion of the 
Ifle in September, 1696, but left no-body to re- 
fide on it. The Sieur Brite returning to Fort 
St. Louis, Auguff 20, 1697, in Sait of Di- 
réGtor, fet in earneft about fecuring the Trade 
on the Gambra. He fent out a Bark in September 
the fame Year, which traded up the River as far 
as Guioches*, and made the neceflary Treaties 
with the King of Barr, and the other Princes 
of the Country. Apri/ 18, 1698, he fent a 


Factory. The French Com continued Ma- 


1698. Eviglih, on Commiffion*. The Englifo, whoa the King of Barr a Pretenee 't6 plunder the 1698. 


rue. 


fters of the Gambra-Trade till the Peace of Ryfp——y——t 


wick; by which Fumes’s Fort was reftored to the 
Royal African pany, who fent Mr, Corker 
thither as their Governor in the Beginning of the 
Year 16 

THE 


*, 
agli Parliament, to re-eftablifhed this Englih 


Fort, without public Expence, laid open the 4-7/4 laid 


Jrican Trade, on Condition of each Ship payin 

b Ten per Cent. Value on her Cargo to the Con 
pany’s Director, {or Twenty per Cent. at her Re- 
turn to England.| It is fcarce poffible to con- 
ceive what a Number of Englifa Veiiels this Per« 
miffion brought to the Gambra, and what Con- 
fufion it occafioned in the Trade. Each Captain 
out-bidding the other to get the fooner loaded, the 
Price of Negros at Filfray rofe to forty Bars a- 
head; fo that the Mercadores® or Mandingo Mer- 
chants would no longer fell their Slaves either at 

¢ Barakonda, or Guincker, to the French or English 
Company for the ufual Price of fifteen or feven- 
teen Bars, but chofe to come down the River, 
tempted by the pe Profits made, which fufi- 
ciently compenfated their Trouble. this 
Means the Servants of the French and Englifh 
Companies were forced to fit idle, and wait pa- 
tiently to fee the Iflue of this ruinous Commerce, 
Between Fanwary and yunes 1698, thefe {cparate 
Traders exported no fewer than three thoufand 


Fa&tor with fourteen Frenchmen, who fettled d fix hundred Slaves, by which Means they over- 


FaGtories at Albreda, and 


of Bintan (or Fintain.) 


ut ac on the River 
hey fent alfo Sloops 


‘a confiderable Way up the Gambra, and reftored 


Trade with the Natives. 

Ir may be wondered why they did not chufe 
to fettle at Bintan, which is a better Situation 
for Trade than Fereja. The Reafon was, that 
M. de Gennes, when he took James's Fort, had 
burned two Engli/b Sloops, which careened there. 
This had fo incenfed the Emperor of Foigny, (or 
Fonia ) whofe Capital Bintan is, that for a long while 
he would not hear of the French fettling in his 
Country. Above all Things, the Sieur‘ Brie took 


ftocked the Country with more Goods than they 
could confume in fome Years 
NorHineG could be more 


Z t opra, 


imprudent than the The Company 


Condué of the EZag/is Company, who had ber-“«r/e"e4 


ter have received nothing from the Parliament 
for the R tion of their Fort, than have ac- 
cepted this Benevolence of Ten per Cent. on Con- 
ditions wholly deftrudtive to their Trade, as 
me from the extravagant Rate to which the 
e Price of Slaves was rifen. It was eafy to fee 
their Intention was to ruin the French Company, 
without reflecting, that, while they hurt them but 
a little, they ruined thenwelves intirely. The 


Care to prevent the Inter! from eating the Truth of this ed in alittle Time. Mr. 
y’s Trade. the reft, the Mdary- Corker eftablifhed new Factories up the Gambra, 
Ane, belonging to the “ecier’ feized an and at re ‘where his Company had none be- 
Englif Ship, in which the Ki Barr having fore. He alfo made Settlements at Foval* and 
fome Intereft, he obliged the Co 3 Portudali; and to bring-over the Damel, or King 
Fa@or to reftore the fame with an hundred Slaves f of Xai, the Eagli7 Intereft, Sent his Clerks 
fhe had on board. with Goods ‘to ‘his Court, with Orders to (li 
Twa Officer's Conda®,.theugh blamed at them at, an under Value; and make exorbitant 
4 Waa ona farther Inquiry approved, aa he Profents to that greedy Rrince ; whe, altex making 
rather to quit this than.to give them dance Attndanee from Place to Place, = 

* ‘This is confirmed by Mr. Marty in ‘Plates oF hike Travels ines Arve. 


Haw fad the Pirates, ay 5 mtg 


ol 


Nem Yial, Yeah, and Joale 


d ‘yol.4, p. 476. 


a taliea 


by tha Parkgnt 
be 


wynyY 


Brrer 
thar fie 
dat? 
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3608. ne nad done before, fent them away without a Slaves,~but that it thould be regulated as foon as 1698. 
ic. 


to efcape in a whole Skin. Not 
this, General Corer fold the Com- 
pany’s Goods at as Jow a Price.as the Interlopers ; 
and by Force hindered _ rag Compan y's 
Ships trading up the Gambra, ftopping fome 
of their Veffels, and firing upon others, for fail- 
ing without his Paffport. In a Word, he fhewed 

a great Enmity to the French on al] Occafions *. 
w the End, he difcovered his Error, and faw 


“Payment 


inky, that the Confequence of the Parliament’s b 


open the Trade, would be the Ruin of 
the pany’s Affairs; and that the feparate 
Traders, felhng their Goods at fo low a Price, 
would {poil all Commerce on the Gambra. He 
wrote to his Principals, that it was better to quit 
the Ten per Cent, and repair Fort William® at 
their own Charges, than to be obliged at laft to 
abandon it for want of Trade. He refolved at 


yi 


the fame Time to accommodate Matters with 


the Sieur Brite, ing an Agreement, by which 
the Price of fhould be regulated between 
the two Companies, who fhould unite to main- 
tain their Trade to the Exclufion of Interlopers, 
as foon as the Engli/> Parliament fhould repeal 
the A& of 1695 in their Favour. 

For this End he fent an Officer to the Sieur 
ments, and to propofe the Concordate, as fet 
forth in the ing Memoir : 


Memoir of Mr. Corker, Dirséor and Governor- 
ppt ‘or the Englith Reyal African Company 


at 
Mr.Cor- I. HAT the French Company fhould en- 
ker's Prope- joy the fame Liberty of Trade in the 
~ Gambia they had before the War, viz. the Right 


only of trading to Albreda and Fereja; and of 
arth 


[a at thefe Places, to live in good 


the Englifo General received the Company's Or- 
ders 


V. Tuat the Englifh Royal African Com- 
pany were forbidden to moleft the feparate Tra- 
ders, who aét by Authority from Parliament, 
which requires the Company to aid and affift them 
as much as lies in their Power. 


By the fame Officer the Sieur Brite returned the 
following Anfwer. 


agreed, the Conquefts 
Side uld be reftored, and all Matters fettled 
as before the War broke out: That before the 
War the Engl Company’s Trade was wholly 
confined to the Gambia, whereas that of the 
French extended by Charter from Cape Blance to 
the River of es —_ is Le the French 
Company had alwa imed a Right to trade 
in the Gambia jointly with the Peip, having. 
always held Factories at Mlbreda and Fereja : 
That the French had certainly an equal Right to 
trade up the Gambia with Portuguexe and 
Englifs Interlopers : That it was the mutual In« 
tereft of both the Companies to unite in a free 
Trade; and to te a Tariff for their Goods, 
which, by their Power, they might oblige the 
Negros to obferve, who could then no longer take 


d Advantage of their Mif 


underftandings. 

Il. Tar the Englifh Company's Commerce 

seo propale ing FaGotics ar Pol ad Pare 

to i4 105 at fod r= 
tudali, which was incroaching on the Rights of 
the French Company. 

Til. Tue Sieur Briie hopes, from General 
Corker’s Equity, that he will reftore to the Sieur 
Marchand, the French C y’s Store-keeper 
at Albreda, the Sloop and Effects feized-on tra- 


pondence with the Englif Company’s Ser- ¢ ding up the Gambia, according to the Fnventory 


vante as before. 

TI, THAT, asthe Englifs Company had alwa: 
Settlements at ‘Foal and Portudali before 
‘War, they thould {till enjoy the fame Privileges. 
ie EAS ie Franch. of the Sieur 

not being only ftopped be .reftored on 
tf ue’s eae: That this Seizure was 


made, becaufe the faid Defnes, under’ Pie- 


bat, 


. Nations, 


delivered by the id Marchand ; That with Re- 
to the Sieur Dejnos, the Sicur Brie would 
ve done Mr, Corker the Juftice due to his Cha- 


.raéter, if he had. afked it of him, and had al- 


ready recalled Defmes to anfwer for; his Conduct ;. 
intreated’ for the future, that he would: 
forbear violent: Methods, contrary to the Law of 
and which could only ferve to’ breale 
the good Correfpondence and ny he de- 


tence of to Gbikar * to recover the 
Companys Bat, tnd cried on an ili Bredesen. 
r and bad the Infolence to infult the Eag- IV. Tuart he ecarneftly withed the Genera¥ 


of fixing a Tariff for the Price 
- fhauld be the fame for both Nations, and enjcin- 
ing sbeix zxefj 


would reprefent to his Com the Ni 


Slaves, 
pectine Offimera to-abferve it. 


A alisnes and Mary. $0 Yames?s Fort, was called 2b that 


¥. Tar, 
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Brie. 


I. H AT, by the Peace of Ry/wick, it was Sicur Brie's 
made on cither4:/««r. 
0 
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1700, 


Hirde. 
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V. THAT, with all the Deference due to the a chor in the River, hoifted their Colours a2 the | 1700. 
French General paffed from Aloreda, and yor rote 8 


Englif> Parliament, he would venture to fay, it 
was unjuft to give a Liberty to {eparate Traders 
to the Prejudice not only of the Englifs Com- 
pany, but the French, whofe Interefts on this 
Occation were the fame. 

THe Sieur Brite concluded with exhorting 
Mr. Corker to write preffingly to the Company, 
to ufe their Intereft to fupprefs the Licences of 
the feparate Traders ; afluring him, that he would 
write to his Princi 
Matter betore the Engiifh Parliament *. 


SECT. I. 


Sieur Brite fails totheGambra. His Reception by 
Mr, Corker, who ee the Vifit. They meet to 
concert Mcafures. Sieur Briie’s Propofals, An- 
Jwer by Corker, Hopes of an Agreement, Dif- 
appointed. Goree threatened. James's Fort 


taken. Treaty of Neutrality agreedto, ANe-c 


gro Whore of Dignity ; entertains the Steur 
Brite: Her Drefi. A Negro Impofture : His 
7 A Infiuence ; and pretended invifible Pre- 
fence. 


to unite in laying this bh Engijh General fet 


him. At landing he found the Licutenant of 
Fort, with the vn of Ships, ready  re- 
ceive him at the Water-Side. Ganfon was 
drawn-up, the Drums beating to Arms. General 
Corker met him at the Gate in his Slippers, on 
Account of the Gout. After the firft Compli- 
ments were over, the two Generals went into a 
large Hall, where a long Table was fpread. The 
Mr. Briie at the Head ; 
placing himfclf at his Right-Hand, and Mr. Pir- 
der, his Lieutenant, on his Left. Three French 
Officers were placed at one Side, and the reft of 
the Engli/s Captains and Officers oppofite. The 
Servants and Clerks of the Company waited at 
Table, which was covered with Butcher’s Meat 
and Pies. They had Wine of all Sorts in Plenty ; 
and Punch ¢, Sangris, and burnt Brandy were 
not fpared. The Healths of the Kings of France 
and England, of the two Companies, and the 
Gencrals, where drank under the Difcharge of 
the Artillery of the Fort ; and the Entertainment 
keld till two Hours after Night-Fall, when the 
Sieur Brue was reconducted to Albreda, and fa- 


luted by the Ships as in the Morning. 


Sails 10 the ° HE Sicur Brie’s Defire to bring about a Two Days after, Mr. Corker repayed the #2 repays 
cae. ese with the Englifob Company, to re- Sieur Brive his Vifit at Aléreda, thinking to fur- the Vifite 
the Tariff or Price of Goods on fuch a ize him un » which they a no ealy 


‘ooting as might be agreeable and advan 
to both, induced him to make a V 
‘Gambra in the Princefs, aShip of the 


tter. The £nglifs were amazed at the mag- 

to the d nificent Treat he gave them; and though they 
‘ mpany’s are not a little of their own Cuftoms, yet 
of -two Guns, He entered that River Fr- 2’ ¢ could not help expreffing their Wonder, 
bruary to, 1$3%, and immediately fent one of owning, that none but a Frenchman could 
his $ to compliment General Corder; but do what they faw. The fame Ceremonial was 
underftanding he was gone to Kachae, he took oblerved as at James's Fort, the Company’s 
this Time to infpect Faétories at Alireda, Fa@ors waiting at Table, and the two Ships of 
fords and Biffao’. He feized by the Way a the French Company, which lay oppofite to the 
Ship, called The 4an, which traded on Fatory, firing at the Healths. The Engli Ge- 

the Coaft, and returned with his Prize to Albre- _neral, ‘and his Officers returned well fatisfed, an 
da, April the ninth following. On his Arrival be- ¢ Hour after Midnight, greg: meet next Day 
on boaid the Englifs Ship of Captain Bren *, 


fore s’s Fort, he faluted it with nine Guns : 

Which Salute the Fort returned Gun for Gun, which lay between Mlbreda and Filfrey, The 
and fent an Officer afhore to know when the Company was fo large, and the Dinner fo lo 
Englifs General could receive his Vifit. Mr. here, that were conftrained to put-off Bufi- 


they 
Corker Sent next Day Mr. Yoannes*, Captain of nef till the nineteenth of April, and for that 
a Man of Wax, to return Ji , ‘and ee cnucas cease Cammy ia ict 
affure him, as foon ss his Gout would permit | “Fue Sieur Bride ‘came, and, after Dinner, atse te coe. 


him, he would wait on the Sieur Briie at Al- they fell on Bufinefs. The Emglifo Generale Mus- 
breda. ’ feemed difpofed to go entirely into what the Sieur™™: 
Recepcion Se wos tpeas, tent Dir, Jeon Sonal come f Briie propofed; but he was not i to 
Mt .Corkst and receive the Brie as foon as Mr. Corker conctude any thing without the Confent of the 
Tas [otters sad acendicgly, cx the Cuvithiot i in the River: So that it was ne- 
he came to 4 in two magnificent to invite them, it was eafy to fee, 
or Barges, with TF and Haut- that thofe Gentlemen never confent to 
boys. Seven Engdifo Ships, were at An- -Refolutions which would put an End to their 
© Leadint, wel. 4. | P =. 2 Vesa tb Bifie. e , +4. Fee 
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The Western CoasrT of AFRICA. 


Trade, 
which the Sieur Briie reprefented to them the 
Prejudice Commerce fuftered on both Sides, 

the feparate Traders furnifhing the Negros 
with Goods at an under-Rate ; which had enabled 
them to raife the Price of their Slaves, Merchan- 
ize and Provifions to an exceflive and ruinous 
eight. He therefore, to remedy this Grievance, 


The Conference however began, in , lbreda and Fereja; but could not fuffer them to 1700. 


go higher up the River, fince they did the fame, 
y excluding the Zxgli/b from the Sanaga. That, 
with regard to the Sloop of Mr. De/nos, which 
was only ftopped, the Sieur Brie might have it 
in, when he pleafed to demand it. As to the 
rench General’s Requeft of forbidding the Eng- 
lif) Trade at Foal and Portudali, he hoped the 


and reftore Things to their ancient Footing, de- Parliament of England would fettle that Affair ; 
fired Leave to propofe five Articles *. and that the reftoring the William and Fane, 


Sir Brie's I. THAT it was nece! to fix the Places 4, Captain Betfort’s Ship ©, fhould adjuft that Point. 
Propefal. where the refpe€tive Companies had a Right to terminated this Conference; and after 
trade, either jointly or feparately, that there taking Minutes of what paffed, the Generals 
might be no Room left for Conteftation on this parted with great Marks of Civility on both 
Point : In order to which, it was expedient, that Sides. 
the Englifh as well as French Faétories thould be Tue Sieur Brie, who faw Mr. Corker was Hopes of an 
withdrawn from Foal and Portudali; and their fecretly of his Opinion, hoped to have gained Agressurt 
him over, to have employed his Intereft with 


Ships forbidden to trade there, till the Matter 
could be adjufted between their Superiors in Au- the Anglifh Company, in fupport of his Project : 
But towards the End of April, 1700, Mr, Corker 


rope. 2. That if the Angii> perfifted {till to 
trade at Foal and Portudah ; after this Conven- < was recalled by the Company, and Mr. Pinder 





a] 


tion, the French fhould have an equal Liberty of 
Commerce up the Gembra, without Moleftation. 

» That it feemed highly unreafonable, that the 

ngli/h Governor fhould feize and confifcate the 
Portugueze, who traded up the Gambra, only 
becaufe they had French Goods ; fince the French 
were at Liberty to fell their Goods to them, as 
well as to the Mandingo Merchants, who would 
buy no Goods of the Company, if they could 


no longer tranfport them with Security. 4. That q 


if fome Tariff be not fpeedily fettled, according 
to the ° fourth Article of the Sieur Brie’s Me- 
morial to Mr. Corker, the European Trade muft 
be wholly loft, by the Natives raifing daily the 
Price of their own Goods, and beating down the 
Value of foreign. This he inftanced in the Value 
of Slaves, which the feparate Traders then 
nongne from thirty to forty Bars a-head; where- 
as the two Companies had never paid more for 
them than twenty or twenty-two. 

Tue Sieur Brie foon faw how difagreeable 
his Propofals -were to the Interefts of the 
greater Part of the Aflembly, After withdraw- 
ing a while with the Eng/i/b Governor, they re- 
turned, and Mr. Corker, in their Name, an- 
fwered the Sieur Brive, That he could not, with- 
out the exprefs Orders of his Company, autho- 
rized by the Parliament of England, agree to the 
Tariff he propofed between the two Nations ; 
nor hinder the Englif from a free Trade in the 
River, on their paying the Ten per Cent. to the 
Company, ised by Aét of Parliament. That 
he would not di the French in their Trade to 
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* This Memorial is inferted at Length in Lebar, vol. 4. p. 329 wo 334. 


placed in his Room ; to whom the Company fent 
a Garifon of Grenadiers in a red Uniform, with 
Workmen to repair the Fort, which ftill bore 
the Marks of M. de Genne’s ae BAT The 
Sieur Briie did not fail writing to the new General 
ta compliment him on his Advancement ; as well a3 
to Mr. Corker, to congratulate him on the Plea- 
fure of leaving a Climate fo prejudicial to his 
Health, in order to return to his Country, and 
enjoy the large Fortune he had acquired in that 
Poft *, which was then very lucrative. On Mr. 
Pinder’s receiving the Sieur Briie’s Letter, he 
fent his Lieutenant, with his Chaplain, and the 
Captain of the Ship newly arrived, to return him 
his Compliments, After this, they met feveral 
Times, and at lait agreed, and drew up a Plan, 
engaging mutually to ufe their Intereft to get it 
approved of at Paris and London. At the fame 
Time Mr. Pinder communicated to the Sieur 
Briie an Addrefs or Memorial *, prefented by the 


? Royal aren Company to the Parliament of 


England ; informing him, that there was Ground 
to hope, that the Intervention of the Embafla- 
dors of the refpective Crowns, at the Courts 
where they refided, would foon produce a good 
Underftanding between them ‘, 

AFTER 


Englifs Governor approved his Scheme, yet the 
feparate Traders, whofe Interefts were very diffe-' 
rent from thofe of the Company, were all againtt ’ 
it; fo that they applied to the Government for 
a Ship of Force, to be ftationed on the Coaft, 


© This Engl Shig. wiiek had been feized at 
‘computed to he 50,000 


M for 


the Sieur Briie’s Endeayours, he di:up- 
found he could not gain his Point: For though theh™"*# 


§2 


1701. for the Protection of their Trade, and obtained 

Brie, the Roche/ler Man of War of fifty Guns, com- 
Loy manded by Captain Mayne. 

As foon as this Veflel arrived in the Gambra, 
March 12, 1701, the Captain wrote to the Sicur 
Brite, that the King his Mafter having received 
feveral Complaints of the Frexch Company's mo- 
lefting the Engl Commerce, and particularly 
of feveral Seizures made by the Company’s Ship 
the Prince/s, and by the Sieur Briie’s Orders, 
contrary to the Peace of Ry/wic, he thought it 
proper to inform him, that he was fent to pro- 
te& the English Trade on that Coaft, and to de- 
mand the Reftitution of their Ships taken by his 
Orders, particularly the Brigantine St. George. 

Tue Sieur Briie not anfwering Captain Mayne’s 
Letter fo foon as he ex » he failed from the 
Gambra, and anchored before Goree out of the 
Reach of the Fort; and fent one of his Officers 
afhore, with a white Flag, to know of the Sieur 
Briie, if the French were at War or in Peace with 
them. It was replied, that they were at Peace, 
The Officer then faid, that the Veffel in the 
Road was an Englifhb Man of War of fifty Guns, 
commanded in Mayne; and that if the 
Fort would falute him, he would give them Gun 
for Gun; if not, he defired the Fort would fire 
two Guns to let them know they were at Peace. 
The Sieur Brie anfwered, that it was not the 
Cuftom for Royal Forts to falute the firft; but 
if the Captain would begin, he would return him 
Gun for Gun, and he might fend his Boat on 
board to inform him of it. The Eaglifs Officer 
feeing he could not draw the Sieur Briie into the 
Snare of faluting firft, defired his Anfwer to 
Captain Mayne’s Letter; which was delivered 
to firm on the Spot. In this the Sieur Brie in- 
formed him, that he fent him * a Copy of the 
A& of the Council of State, April 24, 1700; 
in which he would find the Explications he de- 
manded, and foe, that notwi ing the Inte- 
reft and Remonftrances of the Lord Manchefter, 
the Englifo Envoy at Paris, the Ship Wiliam 
and "Fane had been adjudged lawful Prize, though 
fee, aechogs hay a Cent. to the Engi 
Company ; t.. Geerge Brigantine, whi 
be reclaimed, was more fubjeét to Confifcation, 
as fhe had not any Pals or Licence.. He added, that 
he wee willing to live in perfect i 
with the Engit, ing to the King’s Or- 
ders and of the French.Company, previded 
the Engli/b, on their Part, did nothing to difturb 
it, On seceiving this Letter Captain Adayne fet 

Tus Otbcen of the Englife Company had 

Hs Officers } pany 
faon an ity to fee, how ufeful the Sieur 
Brie’s Advice 


Goree 
threatened, 
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Vovacss and TRAVELS along 


a War prefently after broke out in Europe; an¢ 707; 
though they ufed all poffible Diligence to put _Bgiic, 
‘Fames Fort in a Pofture of Defence, the ie ve ae 
not prevent its being taken by the Sieur &@ 
Rogue, in a fingle Ship, the Beginning of 1703; 
and the following Y car it was plundered by a Mar- 
tinico Privateer, Henry Baton, in the Brigantine 
le Fanfaron, with one hundred and twenty 
Men. By this Means the Eng/if Company's 
Trade on the Gambra was Brough fo low, that 

b they were obliged to propofe a Treaty of Neu- 
erality with the French pany ; of which the 

following Articles were figned at London, une 

8, 1705, by their refpective Agents. 

1. at the two Companies fhall give Orders Treaty of 
to their Governors, and the Officers of their re-New:raliry. 
fpective Settlements on the Coaft of Africa, from 

ape Blanco to the River of Sierra Leona, to 

live in Peace and mutual good Correfpondence ; 

and to affift each other againft the Negros, or 

whom ever elfe fhould difturb their Trade. II. 

The Englifs Company engages, on its Side, that 

none of its Officers, Servants, or Commanders 

of Veffels, fhall, by Sea or Land, attack or 

moleft any Fort, Factory, or Settlement of the 

French Sanaga Company, ‘from Cape Blanco to 

the River Sierra Leona; nor any Ship, Bark, or 

Veflel belonging to the faid 5 trading 

either in the Rivers or on the . Tir. That 

the French Sanaga Company, on their Side, en- 

the fame Conduct, with refpe& tothe Eng- 

Th, between Blanco and the Rivers of 4preed ing 
Sierra Leona and Sherbaro inclufively. IV. If it 
fhould happen that any Ship belonging to either 
Company fhould be by the Privateers, Pi- 
rates, or Men of War of tho contrary Nation, 
it fhall not be efteemed a Violation of this 
Treaty, as a Thing which neither of the faid 
Companies can prevent. V. That the two Com- 
panies fhall apply to the Miniftries. of their re- 

e {peétive Courts, to obtain Orders for their Men 

of War not to commit Hoftilities within the 

Limits above-mentioned. VI. That for the Per- 

formance of the above Articles t ive their 

Words of Honour, and depofite this Treaty in 

the Hands of Mr. Andrew Laporte, of Leyden, 

that it may be preferved and regularly executed ; 

promifing and engaging, as foon as the Prohibi- 
tion of Coaimercs can be tify thee ; that they 
will reci ratify thi ent.. 

Vil. Thee fer the better cap reap ee ~ thefe 

Articles, a le to ir Intereft with 
she Minidey each Court to bring it to Effect. 
Vif]. That each fhall give Orders to 
their Governors, Factors, and Agents, to return. 
the Delerters on either Side *. 
 Wuuxe the Sieur Brite was at Albreda, he met- 
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Th WesTeRN Coast of AFRICA. 


to a Négro-Courtezan. She was a Lady of Dif- 
tingtion, Daughter to a King, who had been 
‘married to a Portugueze; and, both while a Wife 
and Widow, had been noted for Gallantry. She 
‘had, at thig Time, a great Influence over the 
King of Barrah, with whom the made her Mar- 
kets well. She was a Woman of Cunning and 
Addrefs, tall, handfome, and well-fhaped 5 very 
witty, and fpoke, in Perfection, the French, 
Portugueze, and Englifb; all which Languages 
fhe. could write. Her Name was Signora Bel - 
guera. She was rich, had a Houfe well furnifhed, 
and many Servants. No Woman knew better 
the Art of making herfelf agreeable, or of ruin- 
ing thofe who had to deal with her. Some of 
the Europeans had found this to their Coft : How- 
ever, it was always the Intereft of the Company’s 
— to keep well with her by frequent Pre- 
ents. t 
SHE received the Sieur Brite in a large Hall, 
after the Portuguexe Fathion, open on three 
Sides, with Curtains and handfome Chairs. 
kept him to Dinner, which was -handfomel 
‘ferved up with fine Table-Linen. The fi 
Courfe confifted of Fruits of the Country, fuch 
as Citrons, Oranges, Melons of two or three 
» Bananas, and Karbaris. After this came 
three fat Pullcts boiled with Rice, and highly 
feafoned with Pepper: Next two ‘Pintados un- 
boned ; that is, the Skims ftuffed with the Fleth 
and Yolks of Eggs minced, feafoned with Spice, 
and boiled in gdod Broth. The laft Courfe was 
compofed of fat Puilets, Mutton, and other 
roaft-Meat, with Hams and Tongues from Eu- 
rope. The Liquor was excellent Palm -Wine 
and Englifh Punch. The Lady drank only Wa- 
ter at * sry and a little Punch when it was 
over. entertained the Company v - 
ably, ri it was not her Fault if diate no 
nqueft, 
SHE was drefled in a fine Man’s-Shirt, with 
‘Gold-Buttons at the Neck and Hands. Over this 
fhe had a Sattin-Waiftcoat in the Portugueze 
Mode; and for a Petticoat one of the fine Cape de 
‘Verde Cotton-Cloths, which they call Pagne Alte. 
Her Head-Drefs was a Sort of Turban, of white 
Muffin, ftriped with Gold; which rofe a little 
from the Fore-Part of her Head like a becomin 
“Cap. She had a Necklace of Gold-Beads, mixe 
with Amber and Coral, befides fine Rings on al- 
sagt all her Fingers. Thefe Ornaments aad 
‘Drefs Contributed not alittle to fet-off the Ma- 
‘Jetty and-engaging, Air of her Perfon. The Sieur 


with two notable Adventures. The firft relates a Brie made her a handfome Prefent, well content- 


1705. 
so 


ed to come-off fo cheap with fo dangerous a Lady*. 


83 


1705. 
Briie. 


His fecond Adventure was with a i. ays 


Impoftor, who fet-up for a Prophet; preten 
to be infpired by the Deity, in fuch a Manner, 
as to know the moft hidden Secrets; and go in- 
vifible wherever he pleafed, 2s well as to make 
his Voice be heard at the greatcft Diftance. His 
Difciples and Accomplices attefted the Truth of 
what he faid by a thoufand fabulous Relations ; 

b fo that the common People, always credulous 
and fond of Novelty, readily gave-into the 
Cheat. This Deceiver gave-out, that God had 
fent him down from Heaven to reftore Order 
and Juftice. His Followers gave him the Title 
of Mamayenbik or Grand Fuftictary. He was 
always attended by his Diiciples, well armed, 
who paid him an extraordinary Refpeét. No 
Perfon approached him without est Submiffion. 
If he deoke, every body liftened with Attention 

cand Silence. It was not fafe to contradict him, 
or to queltion the Truth of his Mifiion. 
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He had, by his Popularity, made himfelf fo His gree: 
formidable, that he might eafily have affumed /afurnce. 


the Sovereign Power, if his Prudence and “Con- 
duét had been equal to his Rafhnefs and Impu- 
dence. Numbers flocked to enrol themfelves 
underhis Prote€tion ; for when once he had given 
them the Title of his Children, they were not 
longer liable to the Oppreffion of the orgreat 
d Men. He went about, preceded by a fmall Drum. 
He preached and behaved with fuch Authority, 
and in fo commanding a Tone, that the Popu- 
lace trembled at his Orders, and were all O 


dience. 


Tue Sieur Brie paffing one Day near a Wood, Invifive 
was furprized to fee a Crowd gathered, who be- Pricer. 


held, with great Veneration, the Prophet’s Gar- 
ment hung at a Tree; believing the Im ir 
himfelf was invifibly in it, tho’ it plainly ap- 
€ peared to be empty. The General riding up to 
examine it nearer, was diffuaded by the Mob, 
who bawled out, that he would certainly be ftruek 
dead, if he touched it. Even his Lape or 
Guards, finding Intreaties had no E — 
to weep as if they had feen him already in his 
Coffin. However he rode on, and beating the 
Garment with his Stick, fhowed them that there 
was nothing in it». The hearing of this 
Infult, faid, that he had forborn to kill him, be- 
f caufe he loved him, and knew he was to be con- 
verted. The-General, after this, had the ‘Cu- 
tiofity to fee him. After feveral Prefents and 
Tntreaties, be came to the Factory with a nuutic- 


*. Labat es Tile doubtlefs, were irrefragable Argument, to prove thet the . 
‘to ie ily ‘Coat: Bur then they would be'equally good againit the bodi Prefence of Chrift im 
the i Wafer; which, to sll Appeamence, is.as empty or deftitute of a 


Cost was.” blind and 


contemptible mutt | 
Mya 


be, who believe she 


"Eng whieh fey 


rous 


84 Voraces and Travers abng ' 
1700, rous Retinue, His Robe, made of the Bark of a Sleeves. The Sieur Brie put feveral Queftions so, 
rie. ‘Trees, was fo long, that it trailed on the Ground; to him by his Interpreter ; to which he made 4 
ty although he had folded it over his Head, fo that Anfwer, but danced fome Time to the Sound ff =y~J 
there could be feen only Part of his Face and his Drum, His Face and Hands were very black, 
Hands, which were almoft covered with his long and he feemed to be about thirty Years of Age’. 
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The Sieur Briie’s Journey from Albreda, on the River Gambra, fo Kachao, 
by Land, in the Year 1700. 


SFe.g. bcan reach. The Town of the fame Name is 
feated on the right-Side of it, on the Afcent of 
Defgn of this Fourney, Portugueze of Vintain, a Hill, seine’ with Trees, which fhade the 
ar Bintan. ‘The General vifits Mrs. Ay His thatched Houfes. The Sieur Brite was lodged at 
Reception. Moft fhocking Cruelty of ber ye the English Fa&ory. 
band, Jereja. He is feafted by the King. The Here are many Portuguexe fettled, who have portuguere 
Natives good Soldiers. on Negros. Don a Church, handfomer than that at Fi/fray *. The of Vinnin. 
Juan Felipe. Patka Village. Farob Drink. rieag Ae them came to vifit General in 
Culttvated Country, Large Bats. Extraordi- their its of Ceremony; that is, dreffed in 
nary Ant-Hiver. Palka defcribed. Dom Juan Black, with long black Cloaks, which their 
Maldonnado. Negre Dexterity. c Spados or long Swords thruft-up behind. They had 
alfo Poniards, big en for Swords; and long 
a HE Sieur Brite being at Albreda, deter- Chaplets of Beads on their left Hands, hanging 
pt la mined to take a Journey by Land, from over the Pommels of their Swords. wore 
the Gambra to Kachao® : In which he had not fo broad Quaker-Hats, and long Muftachos. 
much in View to gratify his Curiofity, as to made their Compliments with great Gravity; their 
examine the Country, and fee what Trade might Prefents followed, and their Offers of Service 
be made; without trufting to his under Officers, came laft: The Alkair, or Chief of the Village, 
whofe Intereft it was, that their Superiors fhould alfo vifited the General; who treated and fent 
be as ignorant as poffible of the State of Com- him away very well pleafed with fome Flatks of 
merce. d Brandy. In the Evening he returned the Aléair’s 
For this End he fet-out from that Place, at- Vifit, as well as thofe of the Portuguezxe; and, 
tended by fome Factors, his Surgeon, Servants, in his Return to the Faétory, vifited a Lady, rifics ats. 
and a few Laepiots, or free Blacks, to carry his Widow to a ky sine: but then married to an Agis. 
Baggage, and the Goods he no om proper to Englifoman, called Captain Agis. She was a Mu- 
take with him for Prefents b ay. In » Of about thirty Years old, tall, well- 
crofing the Gambra, he vifited the Engiifh Go- io and agreeable, though no Beauty. Her 
vernor at Fort William (now Fames) by whom he firft Hufband had left her well in the World ; fo 
was fplendidly entertained, and who fent an Of- that fhe had an handfome Houfe and a numerous 
ficer with him, well acquainted with the Coun- Acquaintance. The Sieur Brie found her feated in 
vs Beg the Languages of the different Negros, ¢ the Porch on a Mat, furrounded with three black 
Jay on the Road: He alfo made him a Maids fpinning Cotton. As foon as the per- 
rien beer Sat ceived Corey, fhe fent for a Pagne or 
for his Provifions. From Fort William Cloth to cover herfelf; and rofe to meet the Sieur 
up the River Vintain or Bintan. This Brie, who, with his Attendants, fet themfelves 
i jes itfelf into the Gaméra, on the om wooden Chairs. Har Epianere reeked, and 
her Daughters, 
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1700, Slaves, a young handfome Girl, but very immo- a there, and yet the Night was fuft come-on; for 3700, 
ee, i Y a oggage the General a Pewter- in thefe Equinoétial Countries there is very little ee 
AVN) Balon full of Kola, a Fruit much valued a the Twilight. Here he was received with great Civi- —v— 

Portugueze. It is bitter, and makes the Teeth lity by the Aléair and the Portugueze, as well 2s 
and Spittle ce da After this, the fame Servant by the Gentlemen of the Englifp and French Fac- 
brought Water, f that in red earthen-Cups tories. Next Day be went to vifit the King, whoie 
come from Portuga/) which the Sieur Brie found _ Palace is about a Mile from the Town. It was with 
no better, than if he had not eaten the KXolas. 


Mofi fbork- 
sag Cruclty, 


Je. 


Th Western Coast of AFRICA, 


Mrs. Agis, after this, fhewed the General two finall 
brafs Cannon that had belonged to her firft Huf- 


band, and he promifed to buy them. She mvited b the Trade is 


him to Dinner next 3 and as he und 

fhe was a Woman of Addrefs, and had great In- 
fluence with the Emperor of Foigni ( or Foniz) 
he accepted the Invitation. The Englifh Captain, 
her Hufband, was then at Barakonda, up the 
Gambra: This Englifs Captain had been feen on 
the River Falema, within a Day's Journey of the 
French Fort of St. Peter at Kantura. Ic is faid, 
that finding on his Return, fome Months after, 
his Wife was brought to Bed of a black Child ; 
and fufpecting it was by the Alkair of Fere- 
ja, with whom, he difcovered, fhe carried 
on an Intrigue, his Rage carried him fo far, that 
he had the Infant pounded in a Mortar, and 
thrown to the Dogs. His Wife, terrified at this 
horrid Cruelty, abfconded for fome Time; but 
at laft the Difference was made-up, and fhe re- 
turned. 

Towarns Evening he took a Walk round 
the Town, and obferved the Banks of the River, 
and the neighbouring Brooks which ran into it, 
covered with Mangroves; in which the Bees 
made their Hives, in fuch Numbers, that it is no 
wonder the Country yields an incredible Quan- 
tity of Wax. 

HE Natives of thefe Parts are called Fidps, 
and have a particular Diale@. They are 
without any fixed Worthip, acknowledging their 
Deities only fo far as they think proper. Thofe 
within Land are favage, and often cruel to the 
Negros who travel ‘through their Country, un- 
lefs they have Ewropeans in Company. ‘Thofe 
near Bintan and other Places are more civilized, 
love Strangers, are honeft in their Dealings, and, 
as they are void of Deccit themfelves, do not 
love to be impofed upon. 

four Days at Pintain, to 
lay the Foundation of the Settlement he intended 
and foon after; and which was only 
then prevented by the Abfence of the Empe- 
rer, who was to aft the King of Kumba 
to fupprefs a Revolt among his rebcllioys Sub- 

Tre fifth Day, the Sieur Bris {ct-out from 
Fintein for 4, feven. from that 
Place. Tt waa fcarce Six o'Glock when he arrived 


| In Ledat, Geregia, 


d 


fome Diffi that he got Horfes for his Reti- 
nue. Te toe here are little and ill- 


The Country being level and marfhy, moft of 
ied on by Water. c King’s 
es are fo numerous as to form a little Vil- 


lage. He found this Monarch at the Threfhold 
of his pee He was Pagel at Man, of a 
leafant Countenance, with good > 2 (mili 
outh, and very white Tecth, His. Dreft we 
like that of the Negros, excepting that he had 
on his Head a Portugueze Cap, and in his Hand 
a long Spant/h Sword, on which he leaned *. 
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Arter the firft Compliments he led the Ge- Fea/ted by 
neral into his Hall, and ordered wooden-Chairs ‘4 King. 


to be fet. The Converfation lafted till Dinner- 
Time, when he conducted the Company into a 
fecond Chamber, where the Cloth was laid. 
The King placed himfelf at Table with his 
Wives, ferting Mr. Briie between him and the 

. They were ferved by Female Atten- 
dants. The Dinner confifted of a great Frigafee 
of Pullets, and fome Dithes of Meat with Rice, 
Kifkd:, and Bifket. There was Plenty of Palm- 
wine; and, the Sieur Brive having fent for Brandy, 
Wine, and Sweetmeats, the Entertainment con- 
tinued till Evening, with great Marks of mutual 
Satisfaétion. The Sieur Brie made the King and 
firft Queen feveral Prefents. ‘Thofe to the 


in 
were fo nificent, that he was highly : 


de- 
Prince is fond of Fire-Arms, which he mana 
well. His Subjeéts want nothi 
cers to form good Troops. ¢ Englifh have 
had a Proof of this more than once: Some 
Months before the Sieur Briie’s Arrival, on fome 
Quarrel with the King about the'Cuftoms, they 
fent a Sloop, well armed and manned, up the Ri- 
ver to Fereja. The King, who had placed his 
Men in Ambufcade amongft the Thickets 
the River, treated them: with fo brif a Fire, for 
two Hours, that they durit not appear on Deck; 
and he had certainly funk the Sloop, if the ‘Tide 
yao gh mathe cotper wees She fiona Ba 
uded 


Englifs off. er, a Peace was 

to the King’s Advantage ; who was well paid for 

the Powder and Bafl fpent’ on his In- 

"*Braroas. the Numbah of Ps who Remon 
SIDES be oringuene, Me 

live in his Dominions and y ipo yous Tike 

bute, his Subjeéts confit Nations, 


> Did. vol 5. p. 8,0 fege . 
ag- 


‘lighted, having never feen the like before. THis rie Nuriers 
good Sc/- 


but good Off- divers, 


S6 .Vovaces and TRAVELS along 
1700. Bagnons *and Flips The Bagnons inhabit the a b:fides good Water, Plenty of excellent Palm- , +00, 
livde. South Side of the Gamibra, and are a civilized, Wine, and Farob Drink §. rile 
v™ brave, induftrious People. ‘Their Women feem Tus Fare Drink refembles our ftrong Beer pO 
wholly taken-up with their domeftic Economy, or Mum, and is not difficult to make ; fince they Fr 
and the Care of their Families, ina Manner not only boil a certain Quantity of the Karbari?”™ 
ufval to the Negros. It is faid, that in orderto Fruits*, bruifed in more or Jcfs Water, as they 
avoid the Chat, which ufually hinders Bufincfsa-  defign the Drink thall be ftrong or weak. After 
mongft that Sex, they fill their Mouths with Water _ boiling, they ftrain it, and put it into Jars, where 
while at Work. Their King lives near the North it ferments and throws off with the Scum the 
Side of the Kafamanga*, who, as well as his reft of the Lees. It has the Tafte and Smell of 
Bubjetts, (the Portugueze excepted) are Pagans‘, b Gingerbread. It is not unpleafant, and will 
and confequently more cafily to be converted intoxicate. It is preatly preferable to the Lata- 
than the Mohammedans, This, atleaft, wasthe ier Wine, ufed by the Sereres, mentioned be- 
Opinion of Don ‘Fuan Felipe *, a Spaniard, ma- fore ‘. 
ny Years fettled here; and fo great a Favourite Tue Sieur Brie was furprized to fee the Lands cyiixared 
bf the King’s, that he had given him his Daugh- fo well cultivated, as he obferved in this Day’sCumr-y. 
ter in Marriage, who was young and agreeable *. peuery. Scarce a Spot lay unimproved. The 
Dor fan, He affured the General, that he had‘converted low Grounds, divided by (rnall Canals, were all 
Felipe. her; and that the King, his Father-in-law, had fowed with Rice, which thrives beft in Propor- 
fecretly embraced Chriftianity ‘, in which he had tion as the Floods overflow it. Through thefe 
been confirmed, it fcems, a a Miracle: For, c were raifed Banks to keep-in the Water, {o that 
having been thrown over a Precipice by his Horfe, their Rice may be fed, The higher Grounds 
which ftumbled, upon crying out, ‘fe/us, my were planted with Millet, or Maiz, and Peafe 
God, have Mercy on me, he found himnfelh, of different Kinds ; particularly one Sort of a jet 
without knowing how, in his Road again, to the Black Colour, which they call Negro-Peafe, 
reat Amazement of thofe prefent. Don Fuan which make a well-tafted Soop, of the fame Co- 
offered to be at half the of a Miffio- Jour. The VWatcr-Melons here, are of the beft 
cml which the Portugueze declining, it made Perfection, fame of them weighing fixty Pounds. 
im believe they were fecretly Fews, who had Their Pulp is of a bright Scarlet, and their Juice 
paily retired here for Fear of the Jefuits Inquifiti-  extreamly fweet and refrefhing. Their Beef al- 
pn. sn Se einen ces > ei a fo is excellent, but their Mutton, being too fat, 
Chaplets of » it is certain, they live in.no  taftes of Suet. Poultry are plenty and very cheap, 
¢difying Manner. as well as all the other Neceflaries of Lid. 
, Iw Return for the General's Prefent, the King Betwaen Fereja and Pajfka, the Sieur Briie 
ordered the Alkair of Fereja to furnith him with found a Karawan of Negros and Negrefles, who 
gos hi jours "One Sask Ley Ge Soy | shocommplonit Pleagann fre Treo te 
pue his Journey. On the fixth » the & ; in their Travels this 
Briie sea fron Fereja, having with him fix- Way. The Cottages are well fortified with 
teen Perfons, white and black, well armed, five circular winding Inclofures of Palifados, fix and 
mggage, and two led Horfes, befides thofe the eight Foot ri ; the Entrances of which are 
ites mounted ; for the N travelled ali on ¢ placed in different Parts of the Circle, fo that 
Paka Vit. Foot, They marched that Day ten es, you muft go a great Way round to get into the 
lage. and, in the Evening, reached Pafka, a inner 3 5 Weg where their Houfes lie, well 
Village of Bagnen- whofe Alkair, or covered with the Leaves of the Latanier-Tree. 
Governor, received the General with great Ci- That where the General } was about twen- 


vility; having, by the King’s Order, Fathom broad, and had fx Houfes, where he 
Taeee Houle fe bd ends fie ions, sol Fee Sea wells 7 

rage for his Horfes. ‘The General found an Ox he fortified his Habitation fo, to feeure himfelf 
and killed and flead, and a Quarter of a from the wild Beafts, and from his Enemies; 
Sea-Horfe; with Poultry, Fith, Kifeés, and ten Men being ¢ to defend fuch a Poft a- 
Honey, fufficient forfifty Pegons, There was alfo, f gainft anbundred. Near one of thele Villages, the 


* Ocherwife Bannon, of Banyéur, as Mr. Moors writes theta im his Travels into the Inlund Parts of 2f//- 
«é, P. 49. — : twelve or ‘thirteen Leagues off the Sen, ‘fays the anonymous Author of. the 
ac 2 » Pe 
or nad 
my 





the End of /e 125. ® The Author before-mentioned, at the End of 4 Maire, p. 126, 
fy, yd worthip Woods, which are fullaf Robbers, whom they ttandiin Dresd'cf, - This, 
we A yengra Wid seem p98. £. bd , wal 5. ef ‘if 
you will afl Rlequantgrot-dten; wherever they go, are’ie , 
and openly profefs the they were bred-in, only out of Policy. t » Vol.1. p 20, & fig.g 


¥700. 
Bris. 


The WesTERNC 


OAST of AFRICA. 
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General met a Guiriot, with a Cap made like a his Goods and Baggage ; fo that it was the third 1700, 


an Ox-Head, covered with bright yellow Berries, 


wey or Seeds, and adorned with two large Horns *. 


barge Bats. 


Sx!raordi- 
wary Ant - 


viet, 


Patka de. 
fk riled. 


He came up to the General, who, he perccived, 

was the Chief of the Troop: When he was at 

three Paces Diftance, he kneeled, and looking 

Seine at him, went-off without {peaking a 
ord, 


Tne Bats here are as big as Pigeons, with 
long pointed Wings, by which they hang to the 
Trees like large Bundles. ‘The Negros eat them 
after taking-off their Skin, which is covered 
with a fhort, thin Down, of a brown Colour, 
which they. believe is poifonous. This is the on- 
ly Creature which flies, that has Milk to fuckle 
ite Young. 

Tue Sieur Briie alfo obferved by the Way, in 
feveral Places, Pyramids of Earth ; which, at 
firft, he believed to be Tombs, till the #ikair, 
his Guide, affured him, they were only Ant- 
Hives, and confirmed the Truth by breaki 
one; the Outfide of which was as Siioet an 
well cemented as if it had been Plaifter. Thefe 
Ants are white, of the Size of a Barley-Corn, 
and very brifk. Their Hives are oddly contriv- 
ed, having but one Entry, about a third Part of 
the Height; from which a circular Stair-cafe 
defcends to the Ground. The General caufed a 
Handful of Rice to be thrown down near one 
of thefe Hives; and though there was not one to 


in the Afternoan when he fet forward.>. 


Brie. 


Da 
Tat Night he lay at the Houle of a Spa--——— 


tation was commodious, and. defended with a 
quadruple Palifado, the inermoft we.l flanked, 
and mounted with eight Cannon. It lay on the 
fame River with Pafea. This Spaniard was cal- 
led Don “Fuan Maldonado, a Native of the Ifle 
of Kuba, and much elteemed by the Natives, 
b who paid him great Refpect, few paffing-by with- 
out paying him their Compliments; which he 
never failed to acknowledge with fome (mall Pre- 
fent, if it were only a few Needlefuls of co- 
loured Worfted, which thefe People delight in, 
to adorn the Necks and Sleeves of their Shirts. 
Tue Grounds near this Houfe yielded a fine 
Profpect. The Lands that were not improved, 
or tilled, confifted of vaft Meadows, with Tufts 
of Palm, and Polm-Trees <. Don. Fuan was. not 
married, yet made himfelf eafy, as. the Cuftom 
of the Country allowed him as many Wives as 
he thought fit to take. 


c 


ion 


riard, about a League trom Pa/lia, whofe Haki-? 


wan 
aldanado, 


Here the Sieur Brile law Negrs Ds 


a im aie ftanding in his Canoa, who, with one tei: 
Hand, 


fteered the Boat, and, with the other, 
held his Bow and Arrow; and as foon as he could. 
perceive a Fifth, fhot it dire@ly. He found alfo 
amongit the Mangrove-Trees, which border this 
River, Birds like Thrufbes, fat, and good eat- 
ing. Their Cry confifted in repeating the two 


be.feen when he did fo, immediately a Legion d Syllables Ha, ha +, as diftin@ly as if ipoken by 


iffued, which carried-off the Treafure to their Ma- 
gazine, without leaving a Grain, and difappear- 
ed when they found no more tocarry. Thefe 
oe fo ftrong, that it is difficult to break 


Tue King of Fereja has, at Pa/ka, a Garifon 
of an hundred Negro-Mufqueteers, to keep the 
wild Flips in Awe, and levy the Tribute impofed 
on them. The Village, which, in the Negro 
es is called. the King’s Tree, or Pavilion, 
confifts of about three hundred Inhabitants, and 
is fortified with fix Rows of Palifados, Mr. 
Brite refted a Day and two Nights at Pafka, to 
fend back the Horfes he brought from ‘fersja, 
and procure frefh ones to proefecute his Celeste 
He fpent the Time in furveying the Country, 
and fecing the Negros, who were all bufy-in the 
Fields at their Labour. He alfo took the Air by 
the River-fide, which is not broad here, but very 
deep, and full of Crocodiles. With much Dif- 
ficulty he 


t Horfes for himfelf and the Whites, 
and two. 


manned with Negros,. to carry 


* This is the Dref of thofe newly circumcifed. 


in .fmerica, the Cheefe-Tree ; and by ae Tertie, in his Account of the 8, 


@ Cotton-Tree, and will be defcribed hereafter.. 
* Labat, vol. 5. p 30,.° fog. 


a human Voice °. 


SECT. I. 


Flips, their Manners. Very favage and cruel. 
Jamez Village. River of Kafamanfa. Ghin- 
gpin Village. Dangerous Paffage. Arrival at 

achao. The Town deferibed. The Corian the 


Fort.. Portugueze, their Indolence : Their Di- 


e ¢t. Braves, or Affaffins. Night-walking, dan- 
gerous, The Guards, Robbers. A motly Race. 
Their Trade. 


PtH E Sieur Brite, after leaving this agreea- Flips, sii» 
> ble Place, travelled, for two Days, through Manners, 


a Country inhabited chiefy'by the Figps. 
Tuesz Fidps ave a Kind of. independent Ne~ 
gros, who are fettled in the Country, between 
the River of Gaméra,, and that of Kachao. Part 
f .of them have been fubjedted by the King of 7.- 
reja, and the Portugueze: Thefe are the molt 
civiliacd. Thofe who. live near. the Mouth of 
> Lakat, vol. 4. p. 29s le ©. Iede 
a Cheefe, It isa Kind 
* An Account of it. will be givenfim the Neural Hitory. 


the 
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Vovaces and TRAVELS along 


1700, the River Kafamanfa are a very wild * and bar- a 


Briie, 


barous People; and do great Mifchief to the Zu- 


——— ry; ans that fall in their Way, as both the Eng- 


Mery favagt. Side, 


Aad cruel. 


life and French have experienced. They have 
little Commerce with the Whites, but are a bold 
reais People, continually at War with 
their sightions 3 nor do the other Negros care 
to travel through it, on account of the Rifk nad 
run, unlefs they have fome Europrans to prote 
them », 

To the Sieur Brie’s Account of the Fidps, 
we fhall fubjoin thofe of two other Authors. 
"The firft, who is anonymous, hath given feveral 
curious Remarks on this Coaft, which are pub- 
lithed at the End of /e Maire’s Voyage in 1682. 
He obferves, that the Fidps ‘ poflefs froin the 
South Point of the Mouth of the Gambra (from 
which they extend fix Leagues within Land) all 
the Coafts as far down as the Village Bulo/, at the 
Entrance of the River San Domingo, on the South 
Thofe who inhabit the Mouth of the 
River Zameneé (the fame with the Ka/amanfa i on 
the North Side, are extreamly favage, with whom 
no Nation have any Commerce. Every onc has his 
own God, according to his particular Fancy 4 one 
worthips a Bullock’s Horn; another a Beaft, or 
a Tree, to whom they facrifice in their Manner. 
Their Drefs is like the Negros of Cape de Verde, 
and the Inhabitants of the River Gaméra ; which 
confifts in a Piece of Cotton-Cloth, ftriped 


ac- 


b 


c 


Tue fecond Author is Mr. Moore, who fpeak- 1700, 


ing of the F/ips * inhabiting on the South of the 


Gamébra Inland, fays, they are in a manner wild; —~——! 


and that they and the Aa@ndingos are mortal Enc- 
mies to each other: That their Country is of 
vaft Extent, and their Towns fortified with Stakes, 
filled-up with Clay: That although they live 
independent, and have no King, yet they unite 
fo firmly, that the Mandinges, for all they are 
fo numerous, could never fubdue them: That 
they have the Character never to forgive Injuries, 
or forget Obligations. The fame Author adds, 
that in the Year 1731, the Governor of James 
Fort having fent a Sloop and a Shallop, on a trad- 
ing Voyage to Kachao, twenty Leagues to the 
South of the Gambra, the Shallop, in going-u 
a River, ran aground, and was attacked by thefe 
Savages. The Crew, five Whites, and feven 
Caftle-Slaves, fought bravely, and killed a great 
many of the Flaps; and, at laft, the Water 
rifing, got-off, and returned fafe to James 
Fort, where the Governor gave each of the 
Blacks a new Suit of Cloaths ®, This confirms 
the Account already given by Ladat, to whom 
we fhall now return. 

Iw his Way through their Country, the Sieur 
Briie croffed two {mall Rivers, which fall into 
that of Pa/ka. He lay there two Nights in the 
Cottages of the Bagnon-Negros, who are here 
intermixed with the Fidéps. The Flép Women, 


cording to the Cuftom of the Country, which d who had never feen any white Men, crowded 


barely covers their Privities. They have no Suc- 
céfiion of Kings, the moft abfolute and power- 
ful amongft them bearing Sway. ‘They cultivate 
their Land in pretty good Order, which the 
fow with Millet and Rice. Their Riches confi 
in Bullocks, Cows, and Goats, of which many 
of them have great Droves. Their Villages 
are well pcopled, diftant from each other about 
a Quarter of a League. 


THE Flups who dwell on the South Side of e fend it to 


River's Mouth, are barbarous and very cru- 
el: When any white Men fall into their Hands, 
they give them no manner of Quarter; and it is 
reported that they eat them’. This Coaft is 
much better peopled than that of the Gaméra. 
The Villages ure diftant from, each other near 
two Leagues, and from the Sea about a Quarter 
of a League *. 


* The Portuguexe call them Bravos, or Savages. 
writes Flouppes. 
and the Whites the Blacks. 
Barbot*s Detcription 
ing them ¢ which, joine 

k of litle Uf or 


Ferm id paces i fools or eight 


make great Quantitics @ Wax, whi 







© his heaping 


= 





4 This is the common Bugbear. If you will believe 
© See /e Maire's Voyage to the 

into, p. 82. who has copied this Atthor, as 
Materials good and bad together, without Diftinflion, renders his 
‘He writes Floops. | Moore 

Caled so Yam, 0 Tom BE heel nt 
ee from ou ia St. Deminge ; and fays, the Pertuguene here 
they fend both to the Gamiia and Kachee, nm 


about him, admiring his Drefa, Arms, and, a- 
bove all; his Hair, which they could not conceive 
to be natural, as it hung down his Back. ‘The 


third Day he arrived at ‘famex*, fourteen Leagues tamey 
from Pa/ka, a Place where the greateft Quantity Martcr fw 
of Wax is made in thefé Parts, and which has a/”@* 


Market for this Trade twice a Week. The 
Portugueze, who buy it here rough from the 
Comb, purify it, and, melting it into Cakes, 
achao. The Inhabitants here are 
Flips, who live in a kind of Republic, under 
the Government of their Elders. Their Lands 
are well improved, and the Portugueze who dwell 
amongft them, aed ger | Settlements: But 
they are much inf with Gnats. Here the 
Sieur Brie difmiffed his Horfes, and hired Canoas 
to carry him to Kachae. 


A Leacue below Famezhe entered the River pies, of 
Kafaman&. 


® Labat, yol. 5. p. 12, 45, and 52, © He 
: oe Blacks cre Waa. 

» Fe. p. 12 . Alfo 
I as many shee, bat vise quot- 


2s Travels into the Inland Parts of 
ous Author; nt the End of /¢ Maire, calls it 


Kafemenfa, 


og 


The Western Coast of AFRICA. 


Kafanenja 
Fort, which ftands on the right Side of the 


tamyee/ River, 23 one afcends it, and to the South. The 


‘Portugueze 
Fert, 


‘Ghinghio 
Village, 


umounted with a few Cannon. 


oe ya whofe Banks are inhabited by the 
wild Figps, falls into the Sea to the North of the 
Rie San Domingo. It is large, and deep enough 


to Veffels of good Burthen: But the Bar 
at the Mouth is very » fo that only Ca- 
noas, or other {mall Craft, can pals it, 
and thefe not without Hazard. 


Tus Country is feparated by feveral Rivers, b 
or rather Brooks, which flow froma great Lake, 
occafioned by the Floods in the wet Seafons; but 
which, as well as thefe Brooks, dries up and 
turns toa Marth. He paffed by the Portuguexe 
Fort, which confifts of two Dem-Baftions, facing 
the River, and two Baftions on the Land-Side, 
A League lower 
he reached the Village of Bayto, where the Por- 
tuguexe have a Redoubt, or pali Ware- 
houfe, mounted with fifteen {mall Guns; with a c 
Garifon of fifteen Men, including the command- 
ing Officer and a Serjeant. Thefe Wretches 
fhewed, by their fwelled Bodies, and ghaftly 
Looks, the unhealthy Situation they were placed 
in. The Commandant received the Sieur Brie 
civilly, and invited him to ftay ; but he chofe to 
proceed to a Village of Bagnon-Negros, feated 
on a Rivulet that pafles by Ghinghin, and runs 
into the River of Kachae. He foon repented his 
refufing the Offer of the Portuguexe Officer: For d 
he had {carce travelled an hundred Yards, when 
he found himfelf bewildered in the Marfhes, and 
wet to the Skin with Rain ; fo that he was forced 
to take Shelter in fome N: Cottages, and fup 
on the Viétuals he brought with him. Next 
Morning he fet-out, and got to a Village, which 
was the Refidence, or chief Seat, of the King of 
the Bagnrons. He found this Prince from home, 
but his Lieutenant took Care to furnifh him 
‘with as many Horfes and Affes as he had Occa- ¢ 
fion for, ith this Help, he, the fame Even- 
ing, reached Ghinghin, which is five Leagues 
from Bayte *, 

Tus —— is fituated near the Source of a 
Rivulet, which iffues from the River of Ka/a- 
manfa, and falls into that of San Domingo, three 
Leagues above Kachao, from which Ghinghin ° is 
ve tntbbiced Santon ; a a 

ore 
tugueze fettled wee or who have Plantations f 
kept oo oe Gromettes, or Black-Slaves, who 
trade for Wax. The Country is t, abound- 
ing with Fruit-Trees, and full of Bees. Here 
is alfo much Wax made, and Numbers of. 
Monkeys, which do great Mifchief in their Gar- 


* Labat, vol. ¢, p. 4a, & » In the Appendix to /e Maire, this 
“his confirms FM lien,» 8.0. s eae * Lebet, 
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two Leagues above a Porfuguexe a dens, but dare not attack the Bee-hives. The 1469. 


Marigot, or River of Ghinghin, is feparated into Brite, 
two by a long, narrow Ifland, below —~———# 


which 
Xafamanfa. 
T is not fafe to go through the largeft 


unite again, and enter the River of 
of thefe p 


Branches, on account of the Flips. A French Pofege. 


Captain having ventured in his Sloop, well arm- 
ed with cwempdive Men, and fome Pedereros, 
to go to, and return from Ghinghin this Way, 
happened luckily, at a certain Place, to fend a 
Man to the “head, who difcovered near an 
hundred Fidps lying in Ambufh. The Captain 
on this failed-off from Shore; but the Fidps, en- 
raged to mils gf their Prey, followed him, fome 
in their Canoas, and fome by {wimming, and 
came to attack the Sloop; nor did they quit their 
Defign, till they were almoft all killed by the Fire 
of the French «. 

Tuese Rivers are very pleafant, being bor- 
dered with Citron-Trees of a particular Kind, 
the Trunk of which is quite round, their Skin 
as thin as Parchment, full of Juice, and have no 
Seeds. About a League below the Place where 
thefe Rivers join that of San Domingo, lies the 
Town of Kachao. 


Here the General expected 4,,ival at 


to find the Pinnace or Corvette * he had ap-~Kacheo. 


pointed to meet him at Xachao; but hearing no 
Account of her, he fent one of his Fa&tors, with 
an Interpreter, in a Canoa, to enquire after her. 
This Officer met an Englifh wy ac come from 
Lifbon, \oaden with Wine and Fruits, who fent 
his Boat to deliver the General from the Uneafi- 
nefs he fuffered. He went immediately on board, 
and was received with all the Diftinction due to 
his Charaéter. He lay on board, and the Cap- 
tain next Day fhewed him a Swarm of Bees that 
bad fettled in the Ship, and were at Work. 
The Captain conduéted the Sieur Brie to Ka- 
chao, and by the Way they met the Pinnace 
they were looking soe, which lay at Anchor 
near that Place, to receive his Orders. ‘The 
fame Evening he landed there, and took up his 
Lodging at the Houle of Don Manuel Perere, a 
Portuguexe Officer. The next Day he fent an 
Officer to compliment the Captain More, or Go- 
vernor of Kacheo, and give him Notice of his 
Arrival. The Governor came the fame Day to 
fee him. His Name was Don Antonio de Bar- 
res, a Native of Madera, a tall, lean Man, of 


about fixty. He offered him his Houfe, and the 
fame Day fent him a large Prefent of Refr 
The Sieur Briie his Vifit the 
next Day, and after a y at Kachae, fail- 
ed-back to the Gaméra, in te, he had 
appointed to meet him for ‘, 
is called 
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4700, KACHAO isa Portugueze Town and Colo- a doed, having neither Ditch, Glacis, nor covered 1700, 
bruce. ny, lying on the South Side of the River SanDo- Way. It is but ill provided, and could make no Brie. ~ 
kanes ge, about twenty Leagues above its Mouth, Defence. The River before the Town is three —\—— 
dijvnd, 20d is the chief Settlement of that Nation in Quarters of a League broad, and deep enough to 
thefe Parts. The Native-Inhabitants of the receive the la oft Veffels, if the dangerous Bar at 
Country are Papel-Negros, and great Enemies of the Mouth did not hinder their Paflage. The 
the Portugueze. ‘This has obliged them to for- North Side of the River is covered it Aeuatiaies 
tify the Town to the Land-fide, with a ftrong and on the other Side are the fineft Trees © in 
Rampart, well palifadoed, and mounted with Africa, cither for Bignefs, Height, or Clear- 
Cannon. The Town confifts of two long Streets, nefs of Timber. hele would be excellent for 
with others crofling. There are Marfhes near b making Canoas of one Piece, large enough 
it, with fome few Spots of Rice and Maiz, fo to carry ten Tons, and twenty-five or thirty 
fall, and ill-cultivated, that they cannot fup- Men. The Tide flows for thirty Leagues above 
RY. the Inhabitants *. As they have no Farms nor Kachae. It rains here fo much, that it is called 
eadows, Oxen and Cows are fcarce and dear. the Piffpot of Africa, as Rouen is of Normandy ; 
A few Goats there are, but no Sheep nor Hogs. and it is fituate in eleven Degrees, North Lati- 
BuiLirg. Tuer Houfes are only of Clay, white-wafh- tude 
ed infide and out; large indeed, but only one Tue Indolence of the Portugueze here is fo portuguese, 
Story high. During the rainy Scafon they cover great, that they will not even be at the Pains to ‘er /nde- 
them with Leaves of the Latanier; and in the breed Fowls or Poultry, though Meat is fearce“™* 
dry Seafon with Canvas, which is fufficient to c and dear, Hence they are obliged to go-out of 
keep out the Sun and the Dews, that fall plen- their Inclofure, above a Mufket-thot diftant, for 
tifully in this Climate, and efpecially here, where every thing they want, if it be only Water; and 
there is fo large a River, and fo marfhy aCoun- often with a Guard to defend their Slaves from 
try. This Change in their Roofs for the d their mortal Enemies, the Papels, of whom a 
Seafon is to prevent Fires, which might otherwife good many live among them, making a fifth 
be occafioned. by the exceffive Heat, or the Vil- Part of the Town, called on that Account Vil- 
lany of Robbers, in order to make a Property a guinta. Thefe Papels, though Idolaters, take 
of the Sufferers. They have a Church, and a agreat many Cuftoms from the Portugueze, as 
Convent of Capuchins; the former is ferved by the Portugueze, in Return, do feveral from them, 
a Padre, or Curate, and two or three Priefts, very d particularly their Debauchery with Women; 
rant, with poor Salaries, who have little to which they purfue to fuch Excefs, that the Vi- 
o. The Convent, in 1700, confifted of twoCa- fitador is fometimes forced to lay-afide his ufual 
Sicbins, who were maintained by the King of Indulgence for Sins of that Kind, and punith the 
ortugal, The Bithop of St. Jago is Diocefan. Offender’s Purfe. “hey make but one Meal of tieir pier, 
TbeGarifon, _ 1 HE Garifon confifts of thirty Men, under a = Flefh in a Day, which they call Fentar, or Din- 
Capitane More, or Captain-Major, who isGo- ner. Their Rafer, or Supper, is al Mai- 
vernor, and has under him a Lieutenant, Alfere, ¢, the River fupplying them with P vei of 
or Enfign, and an Adjutant. TheGovernor,Don Fifth, although it is Fell of Legartos, or Alfega- 
Antonio de Barros, before-mentioned, continued tors. All their Meals begin with Fruit, diffe. 
Tong in that Poft*. This Garifon is changed e rent Kinds of which grow here naturally, as 
every three Years, and confifts of Criminals ba- Guavas, Oranges, Citrons, Ignames, Manioks, 
nifhed from Portugal, The Pay of thefe Wretch- Patatas, Kiirbaris, &c 5, 
es is fo fmall, that they make no Scruple to turn One fhould never ftir abroad in the Night, Brows, or 
Cut-throats at Night, The King has for Civil without preffing Bufinefs, or being well armed ; yet 
Officers here, an Intendant, called Sindiquento; there are certain Sparks who make a Practice of 
a Receiver of Cuftoms, called Faiter; a Nota- it. The Drefs of thefe Night-Adventurers is re- 
ry, or Secr » and fome Clerks ¢. markable. Conceive a Man, who, above his 
Snips, pay here ‘I'en per Cent, both at Entry Cloaths, has gotten a Leather Apron, with a 
and 4, ieee Slebbering-Bib, which coven a Cuirafe of 
The Fert Tur Weft End of the Town is defondedby a f Mail, or balf-Suit of Armour. This Apron, 
F which falls but four Fi Breadth below the 


ar Fort, called the Cafe Ferte.. One of 
pap dey te cen. hole guee 







WOR gp. Og, WF fgg. 


Waift, is full of Holes, in which are ftuck two 
* He 


+ Which te Author inde Mair So ete et «ees, : 

hotne’ wi 1725. ‘Spy befare, ‘p. c. at, Vol. 5. p. $7, frog. 
‘C-Asomess la Maire, ae J ‘ The Pectagurns call thefe, Matta Pisah agit Lega 
tifal Grove, Ste A Author in /e' Maire, p. 137; € This Latimde is met Gaid wo have been ob-- 


-¥700, of three Pair of Pocket-Piftols, and a Brace of a Garifon ev 


Brite. 
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Poniards. The left Arm is charged with a fmall 


tony Buckler, and the Hip with a long Sword, or 


Nighr- 
walking, 
dangcrexs, 


’ 


Spado; whofe Scabbard is flit, and flies open 
with a Spring, to fave the Time and Trouble of 
drawing it. When they go only on Bufinefs, 
or for Recreation, this Equipage is covered with 
a black Cloak, reaching down to the Calf of the 
Leg. But when they are upon an Adventure, or 
to fight a Duel after the Portugueze Manner, that 
is, to aflaffinate fome body, they add to all thefe 
Arms a fhort Carbine, or Blunderbufs, with a 
narrow Mouth, and loaded with twenty or twen- 
ty-five {mall Balls, and a Quarter of a Pound of 
‘owder, with a forked Stick to plant iton. To 
compleat the Drefs, there is a large Pair of Spec- 
tacles, well faftened to the Ears, and fixed a- 
bove the Nofe. When the Bravo, thus equipped, 
arrives at the Place of Battle, he plants his Car- 
bine, gathers his Cloak over his left Arm, holds 
his naked Sword in his right-Hand, and in this 
Pofture bravely waits for the Perfon who never 
thought of him. As foon as he fees him, he 
bids him take Care, and fires. It is hard to mifs, 
for thefe Picces fcatter the Balls fo as to cover 
a Gate. If the unfortunate Perfon is not quite 
dead, he fays a Fefus-Maria over him, like a 
good Chriftian, and difpatches him. 
SOMETIMES meet with their Match, 
and are taken by the Perfon attacked, in which 
Cafe the Bravo comes off, by faying it was a 
Miftake; but that this will teach him to look 
fharper out for his Foe, who was the Caufe of 
it. So that it is very dangerous walking here in 
the Night, and indeed in any other Portugueze 
Colony. If you a Link or a Lantern, you 
muft expect to be pelted; and if you meet a 
Lover, an Affaflin, or 2 Night-walker, imme- 
diately he cries out, Smorcar, i.e. Put out your 
Light, which you muft obey without any Reply, 
elfe you will prefently have his Balls whiftling a- 
bout your Ears. Your only Way thereforcis to walk 
in the Dark, and wherever you hear a Guitar, to 


make-off into another Street. This Inftrument 
is ufed inftead of a Carbine, by thofe who have 
an Amour on their Hands. They place them- 


felves fo a8 to be heard by their Paramour, and 
even to {peak to her. They ftand uponthe Watch 
for the happy Moment, with their drawn-Sword, 

by, prefent the Point of it, fay- 


cont pes oa 
ing, To the Right or Left, as they want you to 
pals ‘anil in this it is both Prudence good 


to comply *, 
qte Guard, Tp Governor fends fome Soldiers from the 


® Labat, vol. 5. p. 61, & fog. 


N 


Night u the Patrole, to pre- 
vent thefe Diforders seal Roldurtea. This would 


9! 
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be of great Service, if the Patrolers did not turnn—“v=— 


Robbers themfelves; fo that there is moft Dan- 
ger of all from them, as they are well armed, 
very numerous, and privileged to examine every 
one they mect. In fhort, you can fcarce ftir-out 
after Sun-fet, efpecially to walk in the lefs fre- 
uented Streets, without lofing your Hat or 
Cloak. The Walls of the Houfes being very 
b weak, makes Houfe-breaking fo eafy, that they 
are obliged to keep Lamps burning all Night, 
and European Dogs to bark (for this Country 
Dogs generally cannot) befides Servants upon the 
Watch, who, as foon as they hear any Rogues 
about the Houle, fire upon them. 

THERE are ve 
tugueze, almoft all, or at leaft much the greater 
Part, being of a motly Breed, or Mulattos; and 
moft of them fo dark, that they are hardly to 

¢ be diftinguifhed from the blackeft Negros. Thefe 
Portugueze, whether white, tawny, Mulattos, 
or Blacks, keep their lawful Wives, and fuch as 
bear this Title, clofe confined in their Houfes. 
The white ones never ftir-out by Day, not even 
to go to Mafs. Only vere Diftinétion have 
rivate Chapels in their Houfes. However, the 

es of other Colours are allowed that Liber- 

ty, but go fo clofe veiled, that you can only 
fee their Toes and one Eye, The Hufband 
d reckons Jealoufy a Mark of his Efteem and Af- 
fection ; fo that when you vilit a Portugueze, 

u never afk to fee his Wife, nor even enquire 

ow fhe does: For either of thefe Impertinencies 

is enough to rifk a Duel, and get his Wife ftab- 
bed or poifoned. The Papel Girls, and She-Ne- 
gro-Slaves are not fo kept up. Thefe go about 
their Bufinefs naked, having only a little Clout 
before them, about a Foot long, and fix or feven 
Inches broad, with Bracelets and Girdles of 
e Glafs Beads, and large Ear-rings. Thus they go 
till they are married, and then they wear a 


few Families of natural Por-4 ly 


athe 


rie 
HEY would anes ¢ i Hees all the Trade to Their Trade, 
themfelves: But as the bre, es with their own 


Countrymen is not fufficient to get any Riches 
by; they are prudent en to overlook this Ar- 
ticle ; and if you do but fave Appearances, there 
is no Difficulty in trading amongit them. Nay, it 
is faid that the Company's Officers themfelves are 
f the beft natured this Way; fo that you will al- 
wayt find Vellels of French, Englifb, Dutch, and 
-other Nations, who put gehere, under Pretence 
.of wanting Water, or other Misfortune *. 


» dhid. p. 63, SF Song, 
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Fhe Sieur Briie’s Voy ace to the Ifles of Biflao and Biffagos. 


With bis Negotiations in thefe Parts, in the Year 1700. 


INTRODUCTION. 


Benefit of trading to Biffac* before they 

ed to make a Settlement. In the Year 

1 and 1686, the Sieur /a Fond, who went 

thither as Factor, thipped-off no fewer than one 

thoufand eight hundred Slaves, and near four 

Quintals of Wax. In 1686 and 1687, 

the Sieur Bourguignon, in eighteen Months, traf- 

ficked for feven hundred Slaves ; and the Sieur 

da Fond purchafed three hundred in lefs than three 
Months in 1689. After which this Trade de~b 

cayed fo, that on the Sieur Brie’s Arrival at the 

Senage, in 16975 toes not meet-with a Ser 

t to 


‘van r y, who had ever 
been at Bijae, either by or Sea. This 


- Commerce is worth the Attention, as it may fur- 


nith, one Y ear with another, four hundred Negros, 
five hundred Quintals of Wax, and three or four 
hundred of Ivory, in for European 
Goods. The Situation of Biffas fhews how ad- 
see parr’ a Trade from hence might be ex- c 
tended, if the Settlement was well fupplied with 
Goods, as lying in the Centre of fevera) fertile and 
populous Ifles, and near feveral navigable Rivers 
on the Continent. 
Tue Company's firt Defign was to fettle on 
fall Ifet, near that of Biffae, called the Mle of 


‘bon but on examining the Place, they found - 


it too fmall, fo that it was thought more ad- 
vifeable to take Poileffion of the Ifle of Blam, 
and. fettle. there a Colony, like that of the Ifle d 
das Vaccas, or of Cows in Hifpaniola. In order 
to this, ‘January 10, 1699, fent-out 
Ship Eleanor de Roie, with the Fly-Boats 
ignonse and aioe on which were embarked 


a chief yates with i pes others ; a Chaplain, 
. Soldi rm 

- to make Settlement defred. 

Ships arrived there fafely, and found the 


abandon the Fort there, to take Poffeffion of it. 
Tue Sieur Gorseing 

Part. He failed for 
received by the King, who lent him fome Houfes 
to lay-up his Goods, and an advantageous Trade 
was opened with the Natives, But foon after, 
to the Surprize ef the General, the Sieur Car- 
taing returned to Goree, September 20, 1690. 
This Step was occafioned by the Death of moft 
of the Coespeny’s Servants, and the fickly State 
of the reft, as well as by the Exadctions of the 
Portuguexe Governor, who pretended to a Duty 
of Ten per Cent. on all Goods imported. The 
General, convinced of the Neceffity of fupport- 
ing this Settlement, refolved to go to Bifuo in 
Perfon: But in fuch oabeteli ta tvrees 
companied, that he brou egros and 
Portugueze to a Compliance °. 


oe Te French bad for fome Time found the a cafe the Portugueze fhould (a it was reported) 
P 
685 


SECT. I. 


Sail from vee yar ears nba ny: od two Opa! 

Interlopers. . nchor at Biflao. 
i The General's fice ta 
the Gevernor. Audience of the Emperer of Bil- 
fac, Propofals of Trade. Emperor's Anfwer. 
A Gonference beld. The Oracle confulted. The 
Pritft bribed, and a favourable Anfwer obtain- 
-ed. His Prefents to the Emperor, He dines 
atthe Fort. Faétory founded. Vifit to the Em- 
perer. Vaft Orange-Tree, 


HE Sieur Brie being 
chao to Albreda, prepared for his intended 
Voyage to Bifee. He fet fail from that Place 


Chri 
o’ near the We ae Chiens, or of. Dags, and. 
on the tie theron, 


ryof. 
ee, 


executed thefe Orders in Faatery at. 
iffao, where he was well Pita 


returned from Ka- Ssih from 
: Albreda. 
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The Sieur Briie’s Voyace to the Ifles of Biflao and Biflagos, 


With bis Negotiations in thefe Parts, in the Year 1700. 


INTRODUCTION. 


poe te HE French had for fome Time found the a cafe the Portuguexe fhould (as it was 
ope, e 


Benefit of trading to Bifao* before they 
projected to make a Settlement. In the Year 
1685 and 1686, the Sieur /a Fond, who went 
thither as Factor, fhipped-off no fewer than one 
thoufand cight hundred Slaves, and near four 
hundred Quintals of Wax. In 1686 and 1687, 
the Sieur Bourguignon, in eighteen Months, traf- 
ficked for feven hundred Slaves ; and the Sieur 
da Fond purchafed three hundred in Jefs than three 


Months in 1689. After which this Trade de- b 


cayed fo, that on the Sieur Brie’s Arrival at the 
Sanaga, in 1697, he could not imcet-with a Ser 
vant ing to the C Vs who had ever 
been at Bijjao, cither by Land or Sea. This 
Commerce is worth the Attention, as it may fur- 
nith, one Year with another, four hundred Negros, 
five hundred Quintals of Wax, and three or four 


abandon the Fort there, to take Pofleffion of 

Tue Sieur Cartaing executed thefe Orders in 
Part. He failed for Biffao, where he was well 
received by the King, who lent him fome Houfes 
to lay-up his Goods, and an advantageous Trade 
was opened with the Natives. But foon after, 
to the Surprize ef the General, the Sieur Car- 
taing returned to Goree, September 20, 1690. 
This Step was occafioned by the Death of moit 
of the Conmants Servants, and the fickly State 
of the reft, as well as by the Exactions of the 
Portagueze Governor, who pretended to a Duty 
of Ten per Cent. on all Goods imported. The 
General, convinced of the Neceffity of fupport- 
ing this Settlement, refolved to go to Bifoo in 
Perfon: But in fuch a Manner, and fo well ac- 


Fr a. 
Bilas. 


companied, that he brought both the Negros and 
hundred of Ivory, in Ex ¢ for European Portuguexe to a Compliance », 

Goods. The Situation of Biffae fhews how ad- 
vantageoufly a Trade from hence might be ex- c 
tended, if the Settlement was well fupplied with 


Goods, as lying in the Centre of feveral fertileand Sail 


sz O = 
Albreda. Take a Danith end two Dutch 


populous Ifles, and near feveral navigable Rivers interlopers. Caft Anchor at Biflao. Oppofed 
on the Continent. by the Portugueze. The General's Maeffage to 
Pike Tue Company’s firft Defign was to fettle on theGovernor. Audience of the Emperor of Bil- 


afmal] Wet, near that of Biffac, called the Ife of 


fac. Propefals for Trade. Emperor's Anfwer. 
Bourbon; but on examining the Place, theyfound - : fi y 


A Gonference held, The Oracle confulted. The 


it too fmall, fo that it was th more ad- Prieft bribed, and a favourable Anfwer obtain- 
vifeable to take Poileffion of the Ile of Bilam, ed. His Prefents to the Emperor. He dines 


and fettle there a Colony, like that of the Ile d 
das Vaccas, or of Cows in a In order 
General fent-out 


atthe Fort. Faéory founded. Vifit to the Em- 
peror. Vaft Orange-Tree. 


HE Sieur Brite being returned from Ka- Sail fen 
chao to Albreda, prepared for his intended A!*e4 
to Biffao. He fet fail from that Place 
21, 1701, in the Company’s Ship, 
commanded by the Sieur de Rue, at- 


) ( Account of this, 
vice- with Direétions on the twenty-fecond, in the Morni. 
to fettle at Bifae, and in Point of Bagnon. in the Evening it 


* Pronounced Bifas. In Labat, Bifaux. Hence Barbet and others. ® See Labat's 
Occidentale, vol, 5. t. &5, F fegg. Ser . a 
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o1. the Tide of Ebb, and continued its Courfe till a 2 Gun with Ball; which fo incenfed the Sieur 4 1701. 
the twenty-eighth, when, at Day-break, the /a Rue, that he‘was refolved to batter-down the Brie, 
hema Eleanor made a Signal that the faw a Sail, The Fort about his Ears, if the Sicur Brie had not———=— 


Tals a Da- 
ith and 


Fleet were then off one of the Points of the 
Ife of Biffao, called St. Martin, which bore 
Weft South-Weft. They gave Chafe to this 
Ship, which fteered away South South-Weft to 
gain the Channel between the Ifles of Ka/egut 
and Karache. The Sieur de /a Rue trufting toa 
Dutch Pilot he had on board, who afared him 
there was Depth enough, ran-aground on the b 
Sands, but fo gently, that norhody perceived it. 
The like happened to the Dutch Ship they chafed, 
about two Guns Shot a-head of them. 

Tue Boats were immediately armed; but the 
Ship ftruck without Refiftance. She was a Dane, 
commanded by one Louis Batman, a Native of 
Dieppe, but fettled at St. Thomas, cne of 
the Virgin Ifles. After fecuring the Prize, they 
tried to get the Prince/s on Float, which they 
did the fourth of Adarch, and then came to anc 
Anchor under Point Bernafel, in the Ile of Bif- 
fao, fix Leagues to the Weft of the Portugueze 
Fort.. The fame Night they faw Lights at Sea, 
which made the General judge there were other 
Interlopers on the Coalt accordingly, next 
Morning, they defcried.two Ships at Anchor to 


Tws Dutch the Windward of the Fleet. The General hoift- 


Tnserlopers. 


ed Sail to examine them, and in an Hour per- 
ceived, by their Flags, that they were Dutch, 
The Princefs fhewed her Colours, and bearing- d 
up with the largeft, fired a Gun to bring her to; 
but finding the prepared to defend herfelf, poured 


imterpofed. He fent the Sloop, called the A4:z- 
non, commanded by the Sieur 4 Cerf, to anchor 
in a Creek below the Fort, refolved, if the Por- 
tuguexe fired at her, or at the Fleet, to make a 
Defcent, and attack the Place. The Mignon 
came to anchor fo clofe to the Fort, that the Go- 
vernor Don Rodrigo de Olivera de Alfonga a 
proper to hail her, to know from whence the 
came, and to bid her Captain come afhore. The 
Sieur /e Cerf accordingly landed, and was con- 
duéted to the Governor; who being informed 
they were French, afked if the Sieur Cartaing 
was on board. ‘To this the Captain anfwercd, 
that the Sieur Cartaing would be « ee foon, with- 
out letting the Governor know he was aboard 
the Fleet. The Portugueze replied haughtily, that 
if he appeared there, he fhould go back quicker 
than he came, for he would permit no French 
Settlement in that Ifland, nor even fuffer any of 
that Nation to land there ; and therefore bid the 
oo gu go on board, and fail about his Buf- 
nels", 


Tue Captain returned, and giving an Ac- Oppefed by 


count of thefe Rodomantados of the Portugueze, 
the Sieur Briie next Morning fent the Sieur Car-*” 
taing in a Boat, well armed -and manned, to 
compliment the Governor in. his Name; to com- 
plain of the Gun fired with Ball, and to inform. 
him, that the General was come pu ae to 
make a Settlement on the Ifland. The jeur 


wpon her near eighty Shot, which had their Ef- Cartaing found the Governor in a calmer Tem-- 
fet. Mean while the Eleanor gave Chafe toher per. He received him civilly, excufed himfelf . 


Confort, which defended herfel€ vigoroully ; but 
at laft the Men, feeing no Way to efcape, ran 
her afhore, and efcaped in the Boat. Ne- 
gros on board, taking this Opportunity, broke 
their Irons, plundered the Ship, and faved them- 
felves by jumping into the Mud. The French 
Boats could not arrive Time enough to remedy 
this Diforder, but found ‘the Ship deferted, and 
the Deck covered with Goods. 

Tue Negros of the Ifland obferving the Ship. 
left dry, came to attack. the French with their 
Arrows; but feeing fome of their Companions 
fall, they retired, and the next Tide the Ship was 
gotten-off. The ft of thefe Ships wus the 
Ann of twenty-two Guns, and the other the Peter 
and Fobn of Flupbing with fixteen. Their Cap- f 
tains, Vandernotte and Facob Kenogue, had died 
on the Coaft. Afarch the third, the Fleet and. 
Prizes anchored at the Portugueze Fort of Biffao ; 
and ‘though they ‘thewed Colours, fo that 
the Governor tould not miftake them, they fired 


* Labat, p.91, OF fogg.. 


as to the Accident of the Ball, but infifted he 
could noWay confent to the French fettling here ; 
as this vad 2 within the Limits of gh 
gueze African Com » and he had the King o 
int exp Ouiers to fuffer no Foreigner 
to fettle here, He fent his Alfere, . or Tn 
fign, to the Sieur Brie, that Evening, with a - 

a to the fame Effet, and with great Of 
his Service. 


fers o! 


Tre Sicur Brite anfwered, that he was fur- 7 Gin-- 


prized, the Governor, who had refided fo | 
this Connie 
always traded to Biffao, even before the Portu- 

gucze had a Fort here>: That he ought to make 

Pia ok Inshopees loose Canpeor cl 
pany and Inteslopers; fince thi , Claim - 
ed, "te Charter, aRight to trade along the Coaft 
from Cape Blance to Sierra Leona, exclufive of : 
other Nations, as he an, by the Prizes the : 
Fleet sbad juft taken : 1 gat the Governor's belt : 
Way, was to live in. gooa\ntelligence with ‘the - 


* They had no Fost here. before 1594. 


Company; , 


in cel’s Mesa" - 
fhould forget that the French had“é 
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on his own Trade, with- a was, That the great Reputation of his Majefty’s yor, 
uflice and Equity, together with the Fame of Brie. 
is Viétorics obtained over his Enemies, having —~—~ 
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Brie, Out molefting their's, which could no Way pre- 
rs. 


judice him or his Mafte 

As the General forefaw, that the Portugueze 
Governor would ufe all his Influence with the 
King or Emperor of Biffao, to obftruét the Sets 
tlement, he fent the Sicurs de la Rue and Car- 
taing, the fame Day, to defire an immediate Au- 
dience of that Prince. The King received thefe 
Gentlemen civilly, and promifed in a Day or 
two to come to Bi/Jao Town, and deliberate with 


fpread through Europe as well as Africa, the 
Conreny who had been likewife informed of his 
Kindnels to Strangers, and Care to make his 
People rich and flourifhing * by ee 
Trade, and had from Time immemorial trade 
to his Dominions, were defirous of begging Leave 
to eftablifh a Faétory, and build the neceflary 
b Store-houfes and Magazines for that End, in 


his Grandees and chief Men about the Settlement Hopes that his Majefty would give his Confent, 
the General propofed. ial Voove them his Proteétion », 
Audience of — MARCH the ninth, the King coming early Tue King anfwered civilly, that he thanked Té Emp 
the Empsrer. in the Morning to his Palace, or Houfes near the General for this Vifit, and wifhed to main For aia 
the Shore, otice thereof to the Sieur Brie, tain a good Correfpondence with the French; but’ * 


ave 
who tmimedistely went in Proceffion to wait on 
him. ‘The March be with two Trumpets, 
and two Hautboys. The Sieur de Seganzac, Cap- 
tain, followed, with his half Pike in his Hand, 
at the Head of twenty-five Soldiers wel] armed, 
with two Serjeants and twoDrums. Next came 
the Factors of the Company, two and two, before 
the Sieur Brie, who walked between two Cap- 
tains of his Squadron, The other Officers fol- 
lowed with fome Servants in Livery ; and a Body 
of Sailors, with their Cutlaffes, clofed the March. 
The General was faluted by all the Cannon of 
the Fleet on his going into the Boat, and this 
Difcharge was repeated on his landing. In this 


c 


that with regard to the Settlement the General 
requefted, he could determine —- till he had 
firit confulted his Gods, and in Prefence of the 
Portugueze Governor, whom he immediately 
fent for. It appeared this Matter had been con- 
certed, for the Governor quickly came from the 
Fort, attended by his A/fere, or Enfign, with 
fix Negro Fufileers. He called at the Parith- 
Church to pay his Devotions, and foon after 
joined the Company at the Tree. The Sieur 
Briie took the Opportunity of this fhort Interval, 
to fhew the King the great Advantages of open- 
ing a Trade, and particularly with the Company. 
The King and his Grandees feemed to liften to 


Order he advanced to a large Tree between the d this Difcourfe with Pleafure, when the Governor 


Portuguexe Fort, and the Convent of St. Francis, 
where he found the King feated on a neat Chair, 
dreffed in a green Mohair Doublet, trimmed with 
Silve¢ Frogs at the Breaft and Sleeves. A fine 
Cotton-Cloth ferved him for Breeches. He had 
on his Head a red Cloth Cap, like a Sugar-Loaf, 
with a double Row of Hemp-Cord round the 
Bottom. This lat is the Mark of the abfolute 
Power which he has of making Slaves, Four of 
his Wives fat at his Feet, and all his Grandees 
ftood round, but atfome Diftance. Behind thefe 
were three tall Negros, who played on an In- 
ftrument, refembling the German Flute. 


Brepilah for THERE were fome Elbow-Chairs placed op- 


pofite to the Kin 


ig. The Sieur Bri being 
ing rofe, and they faluted each 


come 


near Hand, the 

other by feveral Times fhaking Hands ; the King 
ing each Time, with a fi Air, You are 

welcome. ‘The King and Gene ing feated, 


the former matte a Sign to the French 


arrived. He faluted the Sieur Brite complaifantly, 
and paid his Reverence to the King; who re- 
ceived him familiarly without rifing, bidding him 
welcome and fit down. 


AFTER a Moment’s Silence, he faid to the 4 Co:firesse 


Governor, with a fevere Tone, You told me? 
the French were come here to build a Store-houfe 
and a Fort. Is this true, or is it your own In- 
vention? The Governor feemed confounded, 
knowing he could not prove what he had faid, 
and fearing the King’s Anger. At laft he made 
Anfwer, t it was not likely the French would 
build a Factory, without ogre J itin fuch a 
Manner as to fecure their : That the 
King of Pertugal, his Mafter, would never fuffer 


this; and that it was wor Ma Bre Age ve 

made with his Majefty and his . The 

Sieur Briie replied to this, that what he 

was no new Grace, but only a Renewal of the 
f ancient Alliance between the two Nations: That 


fit near him, arid the Sieur‘Briiz began hisCom- the unj Pome nS eees 

plimenit ; which was explained by the Company”s Serced the one ing to retire the preceding 

chief Interprete?, Mvas kneeling between pee Tee ema had no Intention to 

a a olan diaias The Subftance build a Fort, or Srthonize of Stone, but 

* Labat fayt, 9.133, that this Compligent matt have been difagreeable to thefe prefent, who daily ex- 
in Basbariy and Injufice, "© Laban, wheres vA pon, @ tte J 


1701, Were fatisfied to truft their Effects to the King’s a ‘* you and 


Brie. 


Th Western Coast & AFRICA, 


Proteétion ; and that it was the King alone, w 


eee am was Mafter of his own Ile, and had the Power 


The Oracle 
aeenfulted, 


The Pricf 
bribed. 


A hind An. 


fuer shsin- took the General by the 


to do what he pleafed, without coufulting other 


People. 

tuis Anfwer feemed to pleafe the King, who 
rofe and told the Porturueze Governor, with a 
ftern Air, he wondered how he could pretend to 
prefcribe Laws to him in his own Dominions ; 
that he hoped to thew that he was Matter, and 


*¢ Care and Prote@tion; and till 
** built, I will lend you mine.” 
had done fpeaking, his Wives, his Grandees, 
and all the Bpeétators gave 2 loud Shout, which 
was anfwered by a Salvo of the General's {mall 
Arms, and the Cannon of the Squadron *. 
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font Nation: I take you under my 1701. 
joer Houfes are Brie. 
yen the King ———4 


Mean Time the Sieur Briie rofe, and having Prefents te 
thanked the King for his Goodnefs and Favour, £"p- 


caufed the Prefents to be laid before him fent by 


would be controuled by none; and that if any b the Company. Thefe confifted of fine Calicos, 
prefumed to difpute his Commands, he knew Brandy, Liquors, Coral, Burning-Glaffes, Te- 


what to do. ith thefe Words he took the Sieur 
Briie by the Hand, bidding him followhim. He 
advanced at the fame Time with his Wives and 
chief Men, proceeded by three Flutes, to the 
Sea-Side. ere he ftopped beneath a great 
Tree, which the Natives regard as a Kind of 
Deity, as it holds the Images of their Gods. 
The Court made a large Circle round it, while 
the King and his Wives approached nearer to it. 
A Prieft of thefe Idols, drelfed in a party-co- 
loured Jacket, like a Harlequin, and hung with 
little Bells, prefented the King the Half of a 
a afh full of Palm-Wine. The King 
holding it up with the Palm of his Right-Hand, 
his Wives joined theirs to fupport it, All the 
Grandees, who had Room to touch it, did the 
fame; and fuch as had not, fupported the Elbows 
of thofe who did. 


c 


lefcopes, Cryitals, feveral fine Pair of Pitftols, 
with a Silver-hilred Sword, in an embroidered 
Belt, which the King immediately put on. The 
Kings Wives had alfo their fepurate Prefents, 
confifting of Trinkets, and all the People were 
treated with Brandy, which occafioned new Ac- 
clamations of Joy. The King, at parting, gave his 
Hand feveral Times to the General ; and fent his 
Flutes with feveral of his Grandees and his Guards 
to conduct him to his Boat. The Portugueze Go- 
vernor, who had withdrawn on hearing the Ora- 
cle, waited for him by the Way, and made him 
a cold Compliment on the. Advantage he had 

ined, with many Offers of his Service. The 
Sreur Brite anfwered, that the beft Way was for 
the French and Pertuguexe to live amicably toge- 
ther, till the Difference fhould be decided by 
their Superiors in Europe, which the Governor 


Tuen the King addrefling himfelf to the Di- d promifed. 
Tue Sieur Brie after, at the Governor’s ear- Diver at roe 


Vinities that were placed in the Niches of the 
Tree, repeated Mr. Briie’s Requeft, and afked 
their Advice what he fhould anfwer, Mr. Brite 
was in no great Pain about the Oracle. He had 
taken Care to fecure a favourable Anfwer by the 
Prefents fecretly given to the Prieft, the King’s 
Wives, and the chief Grandees. The King 
having {prinkled the Tree with Part of the Wine, 
and poured-out the reft at the Foot of it, com- 
manded an Ox to be brought, which the Prieft 
facrified, by cutting his Throat; and receiving 
the Blood in the fame Kalabafh, he again pre- 
fented it to the King, who fprinkled it on the 
‘Tree with the fame Ceremonies: ‘Then haying 
dipped one of his Fingers in it, he came near Mr. 
Brie, and touched his Hand, which, with thefe 
People, is an Oath of perpetual Alliance. 
Arrer: this Ceremony was over, the Kin 

» and recondu 
him to the former Place of Audience ; where, 
being all feated again, and the Mufic ceafed as 
before, 4 profound Senet enfued for fume Mi- 
nutes : which, the King addreffed the Sieur 
Brie thus: “ You.are welcome: You have Li- 
*« berty to fettle a Faétory and Warchoufes where 
**-you pleafe. I make a perpetual Alliance with 


c 


f 


neft Entreaty, dined with him at the Fort, where f* 


he wasfaluted with thirteen Guns. One of thefe be- 
ing loaded with Ball, and levelled too low. broken- 
off the Stones of the Port-Hole, which wounded 
the King’s Son in the Thigh, and a Nobleman in 
the Arm. Though this Mifchance was purely ac- 
cidental, the Negros afcribed it to Defign, and con- 
ceived that the Portugueze had done it out of Spite 
for what had happened. They made great Outcries, 
ran to Arms, and began to aflemble from all 
Parts. Mr. Brie font the Sieur Cartaing imme- 
diately to acquaint the King of the Truth, and 
to beg he would give Orders to ftop the Tumult. 
The King heard Reafon, and by his Orders ftop- 
ped the Diforder. After Dinner, the Sieur Brie 
accompanied the Governor to the Convent of 
the Cordeliers, where they were handfomly en- 
tertained, and from thence returned on board. 
Tus Fort was but inconfiderable, bei 
alarge Square, walled with three fmall 
(the fourth having been never begun) but nei- 
ther Ditches, covered Way, nor Palifadoes, 
The Curtains were fo low, and in fo bad a Con- 
dition, that it was eafy toyvalk over them. - It 
had twenty Guns mounted tke Field-Picces, aud. 


Labat, p. 103, S fg 


twenty 


Only The Fort dew 
ions, feribed. 
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1701, twenty Fufils, befides thofe of the Garifon; a the Company with 


V ovAGes and 


Bie. which was, or ought to have confifted of fifteen 
ev Gremettas*, or hired Blacks: Only the Gover- 


AA Faitory 
Sounded, 


Pifit te the 
Emperor, 


Yap Orange. all the Court. 


nor, his Lieutenant, and /fere (or Enfign) were 
Whites; the Serjeant being an old black Creo- 
lian of St. Jago. 

Earzy next Morning, the Sieur Brie fet all 
his Men to Work, hiring Negros to cut the 
Wood he wanted; and, inftead of Straw, co- 
vering the Roofs of the Warehoufe and the 
Directo r’s Lodge, with Tiles, he had brought as 
Ballaft to his Ships. He built the Walls of a 
large Clofet with Brick, which he laid over with 
Clay and white-wathed, to prevent the Negros 
Sufpicion of any Defign. He infpected the Work 
fo diligently, that in a Month’s Time the Fac- 
tory was in a Condition not only to receive 
Goods and Officers, but alfo to defend itfelf, if 
attacked: For he caufed Loop-holes to be made 
all round the Houfes, placing them fo as to de- 
fend each other; and, under colour of providing 
Water for the Labourers and remedying any Ac- 
cident by Fire, he formed a Ditch round the 
Faétory, fix Foot broad and as many deep, with 
a double Thorn-Hedge on the Outfide, which 
fecured all Accefs. He took Care to ply the 
Negro-Workmen well with Liquor, that they 
might tell no Tales, and all the holes were 
clofed on the Outhide with Clay, white-wafhed 
like the reft °. 


Soon after the General vifited the Emperor of d Inhabitants, in gen 


Biffao at his Country Palace, about a Quarter of 
a ¢ from the Portuguexe Fort. This Place 
confifted of a great Number of Cottages, like a 
little Village, inclofed with a Straw Fence, fo 
well wrought, that at a Diftance it feemed a 
Wall. At the Gate were about twenty-iive or 
irty Soldiers, armed with Sabres, Bows, and 
Arrows. Within was a Labyrinth of Banana- 
Trees, with neat Cottages interfperfed here and 
there for the King’s Wives and Children, his 
ics and Slaves. In the Centre was a 
great Court or Area, with an Orange -Tree in 
the Midft, fo bar," its Branches covered 
ing was fet under this 
Tree, with about a Dozen of his Wives and 
Children. . . . * 


sag ~via 
King er ordering 
wooden Chairs, like that he fat-on, for the Ge- 


neral and his Off i P, 4 
Which the Sieur Brar’undertool. He 


TRAVELS along 


drank the General's 


Palm-Wine, in which he ryot, 
Health. After this, Pipes Brie. 


were brought, and the Converfation lafted three —-—=# 


Hours *. 


SECT. 1. 


Ifland Biffao deferibed. The Soil and Diet o the 
Inhabitants, Cattle and Vegetables. No Towns 
or Villages. The Papel Negros: Their Drefs: 

b Religion: Always at War: Manner of pre- 
poring for, and making War: Prifoners bow 
treated. The Emperor's Tyranny. Other In 
flances. The Throne Eleétive, Human Sacri~ 
‘fices. Orders how conveyed. 


a INe of Biffao is between thirty-five ye 


and forty Leagues in Circumference. The 
Profpect of it is agreeable, the Land rifing in- 
fenfibly, from the Sea to the Centre of the 
c Ifle, “There you difcover fome Tops of Moun- 
tains, or rather Hills, between which lie Val- 
lies ; where the Waters colleéting, form Rivulets 
and fmall Rivers, which difcharge themfelves into 
the Sca, after fertilizing the Country. The 
whole Ifland is cultivated and interfperfed with 
Groves of Polon-Trees, which yield an agreea~ 
tle Shade from the Heat. Here are alfo v 
large Orange-Trees, and near the Sea-C 
feveral other Sorts, efpecially Adamgroves. The 
i plant near their Cotta- 
Bananas, Guavas, Citrons, and other Trees. 
Tue Soil is 
abundance, and 
ws fo large, you would take it for fmall 
rees. have alfo Plenty of a fmall Grain 
refembling Maiz, which is very white, and 
eafily reduced to Flour ; this they eat with melted 
Butter or Greefe, and call it Fonde, They 
make neither Bread nor Xi/Rids of their Maiz, 
eas they do at the Sanaga, but eat it rozfted. 
Some of them, indeed, lefs indolent, make a 
Sort of Bread of it called Batango, which is a 
flat Cake, a Finger thick, baked on an earthen 
Girdle, as they do the Kaffava Bread in America, 
This Bread creates an Appetite, efpecially when 
eaten frefh with Butter. Rice comes here to 


Perfection, and drefs it well cither with 
Fowls or Butter. General eat fome dreffed 
by the King’s Wives and Daughters, that was 
f delicious. 
Tue Oxen and Cows here are very and Cyrtle ond 
fat, and bear a Price; but Milk and Vegetables, 
wine are iful and cheap, as well as Bananas, 


-Geavas, and other Fruits. Bonexa-Trees are in 


+ So wainen, accobling to the Pots, ty Barker and filmi, bat i Labat, Garnet. , They ae the 
shana me ef-s Sce Labat, vol. 5. p. 243+ » Ibid. p. 109, 
See © Wid. p. 131, & feqq. 


- 


Biff 
ribnds 


and rich, producing Rice ins, ,.9 
aiz of both Kinds, which Die. 


3701. 
Brie. 


Th Western Coast of AFRICA. 


fuch ‘Plenty that one Part of the Ifle takes its a cially to the Southward of Kachao, They are on 1 
Name from them. 


ame The Portugueze, who have 


t———’ planted Manioe here, make good Flour of it, as 


No Tetons 
or Villages. 


they do in Brafil. The Negros are not fond of 
it, perhaps on Account of the Trouble in pre- 
paring it. Some of them however cultivate it; 
t make neither Kafava, nor Flour of it, but 
eat it roafted on the Coals; this draws out all 
the Juice which is noxious. Potatoes and Igna- 
mas are a great Part of their Diet. ve 
Abundance of fat Goats with fhort Legs, but 
neither Sheep nor Horfes. Some fay, that Horfes 
brought here die as foon as they tafte the Grafs. 
They have no Hogs, neither the Portuguexe 
nor Negros caring to breed them. It can pro- 
ceed from no religious Principle in the latter, 
who are neither Jews nor Mobammedans; but 
what fhall we think of the former*? Their 
Cows ferve them inftead of Horfes, travellin 
well, as they have a natural Pace: A Cord pafle 
through a Hole, made between their Noftrils, 
ay for a Bridle, and guides them with great 
C 


Tue Inhabitants live in Cottages difperfed 
over the Ifland; for, excepting a Sort of Vil- 
lage which the Portugueze have round their Pa- 
rifh-Church and Convent, which were both 
fmall, there is nothing like a Town in the 
whole Ifland. ‘This latter and its Chapel dif- 
covers a Freat deal of Poverty, but ts neat 
enough. e¢ Parifh-Church, which ftands be- 
tween the Fort and Convent, is built by the Sea- 
Side, juft like the Portugueze Houfes, that is, of 
Earth, white-wafhed and covered with Straw. It 
has two or three little Bells, but the Revenues are 
too {mall to fupport fecular Priefts. The Pa- 
rifhioners confifted of about one hundred and 
fifty Negro-Men, and four hundred N ts, 
who call themfelves Portugueze, though they are 
as black as Crows. The Sieur Brive faw, at 
Biffao, a white Negrefs born of black Parents, 
and who, being married to a Black, had Chil- 
oa as — - ‘ifaw ; 

HE Ifle iffao is very populous, and 
‘would be much more fo, if it rae not for the 
frequent Incurfions made by the Biafaras, Balan- 


ter, and Biffages Ni » who o infeft the dees, and People, each taking their Part. 
Coafts; with this Di apres hel pth ode on hay the Horns, which are faftened to 
ners the Biafaras take, they fell half to the the Tree, till they rot or drop off *. 

Whites, facrifice the Remainder to their Ir does not appear that there ever have been i 
God China by Way of Thank(giving >. any Civil Wars at Biffao, which is a Mark of ya” 
Tue Papel Negros inhabit the Ife of Bifze, the People’s i to their Prince: The 
with Part of the adjacent Ifles and Coaft, efpe- Papels however are at continual War with their 
* Lobet ry earneft to make Jrws of thefe Negrith Portuguens, * Labat, vol .5, p. 118, 
& fey. Aton 36 ‘ a Kid Skin drefied sod painted red, See bis DelCiption of 
Guiness, p. $8. Page 139, they are fald so worthip chielly Groves and Trees. * Labet, xbi fupra, 

Pp 481, feet See alfo, p. 74 and 139. . 
” Wer. TI. Ne XL. Oo Neigh- 


ill Terms with the Portugueze, from whom how- 
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ever they have borrowed many Cuftoms, Their-—“—=— 


Women have only a Cotten Pagae or Wrapper 
about their Middle, with Bracelets of Beads or 
Coral. The Girls go ftark-naked : Thofe of Quia- 
lity have their Bodies marked with Flowers and 
b Figures in an agrecable, regular Manner; fo that 
their Skin appears like a Piece of wrought-Sattin. 
The Daughters of the Emperor of Bifar, were 
marked fo, without any other Drefs, but Strings 
of Coral and a fmall Colbee Flap or Apron. 
Tue Drefs of their chief 
from that of the common Sort; being only a 
Goat-fkin pafled between their Legs‘, and tuck- 
ed up fo as to hide their Pudenda and Backfide. 
They carry in their Hands a naked Sabre, and two 
c large Iron-Rings; thefe, inftead of Stones, have 
a large Plate of the fame Metal, which ferves in- 
ftead of Caftanets. One of thefe they wear on 
the Thumb, and the other on the Middle Fin- 
ger; and, by ftriking them ee or converfe 
without heing underftood by thofe who have not 
the Method. Thefe Negros are excellent Boat- 
men, and reckoned the beft Rowers on the 
- They make ufe of Pagales or fmall 
wooden Shovels for Oars; and, in rowing, make 
da Sort of Mufic, with a Chorus or Burthen to 
it, which is not unharmonious. 
Tue Papel Negros, who inhabit Biffao, have 
a ¢ peculiar to the People of that Deno- 
mination, as well as their particular Cuftoms. 
Trade has contributed to civilize them much. 
are Idolaters, but their Religion is fo con- 
fufed, it is not eafy to know in what it confifts ¢. 
Their principal Idol is a {mall Figure they call 
China, of which they can give no Account. It 
¢ is not their only one, each taking fome Deity 
according to his Fancy. Confecrated Trees 
they i either as Gods, or the Abode of 
Gods. ‘To thefe they facrifice Dogs, Cocks, and 
Oxen, which they take sip nse Care to fatten 
and wath before they offer them: After killing 
them, and senting Blood, pasty at the 
Foot or round the Tree, and on the . 
they cut the Viétims in Pieces; the King, Gran- 


en differs little Their Drifi, 


Ri higten. 
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it for their Advantage; fiuch as the Biafa- 
res, Biffagots, Balantes, and Nalds*, who fur- 
round them on al) Sides, either on the Continent 
or adjacent Ifles, All thefe People are brave in 
their Way, and fight defperately when pufhed, 
They know not what it is to make a fettled 
Peace with one another, nor have they any great 
Correfpondence with each other. The Euro- 
peans ate far from defiring to aét as Peace-makers 


ee whom they invade, as often as they a their Prifoners along with them, They don’t 1 Or, 
thin 


ufe them ill, like the Jrogue/e People 
of North America, bus’ ee ee eet Re- 
proaches; praifing the ViGtors to the Skies, and 
prefenting them with Pagnes and other Things, 
which they {cll for Palm -Wine to gc¢ fuddled. 
TueEY call this Ovation, maki 


the Pertngueze: But if, on the contrary, they 
have, in thefe Expeditions, met any ceniiherse 


amongft them, which would be contrary to their b ble Lofs or Misfortune, the Prifoners run a great 


Intereft * ; fince the pote the Wars are, the 
— Slaves. Thefe Wars of theirs are never 
ong; generally fpeaking, they are Incurfions or 
E salt ione pr pe fis Dave 

HEN the Emperor of Ba/fao judges proper 
to invade his Enemies, he founds his Bondalon, 
and immediately the Officers of his Troops re- 

pair, with their Soldiers armed, to the Place di- 
rected. There they find the King’s Canoas of 
War, of which he has a Fleet of twenty-nine 
or thirty. They put twenty Men in each Canoa, 
the Commander of which is refponfible to the 
King for his Charge; and, if he fhould lofe his 
Canoa, runs the Rifk of his Life. The King fel- 

dom ventures his Perfon in thefe Expeditions, 
but he always confults his Images before he un- 

dertakes them, and makes a great Sacrifice; of 
whole Flefh none partake, but himfelf, his Priefts, 
and his Army. As thefe wooden Gods are gene- 


rally in the King’s Intereft, the Anfwer is ufu- d tion a Negro 


ally favourable: They embark then full of 
Hope, and order Matters fo as to reach the Ene-~ 
mies Country by Night. They land without 
Noife; and if find any lone Cottage with- 
out Defence, they furround it; and, after forcing 
it, carry-off all the Inhabitants and Effects to 
their Boats, and immediately reimbark. 


Rifk of being facrificed ; efpecially if the Rela- 
tions of the Perfons killed be of Rank, or are 
rich, Thofe who are killed on thefe Occafions, 
are honoured in their Funeral Obfequies by 
Songs and Dances to the Sound of their Drums. 
The Women, who are the chief Actreffes on 
thefe Occafions, exprefs their Defpair and Grief, 
in a Manner capable of infpiring thofe Paffions 
in all who behold them; they tear their Hair 
and Flefh, and fhrick like Furies. When they 
are tired of this, they give them Palm -Wine 
in Plenty: This aftords them frefh Spirits to re- 
cumunence the Scene; and fupplies them with 
new Tears, which laft till the Body i# in- 


terred *. 


Tue Emperor of Biffao is very defpotic’. He Emperor's 
has a 7 pleafant Way of growing rich at his Zyransy~ 


Subjeéts Coft, and that without putting the Giver 
to any Expence. This is to accept the Dona- 
makes him of his Neighbour’: 
Houfe ; of which the King takes Poffefhion, with- 
out further Ceremony, and the Proprietor muf 
either ranfom it, or build a new one. Indeex 
he -has it in his Power to revenge himfelf, by 
ferving his Neighbours in the fame Manner, 
but, in this Cafe, the King lofes nothing, having 
two Houfes inftead of one. 


. the Cava-Prijosrr, 
larze; a Term (Labet thinks) borrowed from: #7? 


ay LF the Villages be ftrong, they are not fond of 
Aud mati: 
War." attacking them, but rather plant themfelves in 
Ambufcade, on the Ways to fome River ore 


Tuis arbitrary Difpofition of his Majefty ex- 
tends to all who dwell in his ieee He 
one 


Spring, and endeavour to furprize, and off 
the Natives. On the leaft Advantages, of this 


Kind, gained, they return in as great bebe ad 


wif peat seremgber prep er et 
rp C7 fev roe roti Ufe of his 

the kot tee Dacre, The reft is divides 
the Captors, All thefe Slaves in general 
‘are fold to the Auropeans, unlefe they be Perfons 
of fome Rank, whole Friends can redeem them, 
paying two Staves or five or fix Oxen. The Ad- 
venturera never fail to make a Parade 


* Called Anallés in de II's Mag of sbfriqne Fi 


other, 


Day gave a Slave in oh to a Portn- 
guene, The Slave hang’d himfelf. It fhould feem 
the King ought to have born the Lofs. Far from 
it; He ordered the Body fhould remain in the 
fame Place, till the Portugueze got him a new 
Slave; which, to avoid the Stench of a dead 


Corpfe in his Houfe, he was obliged toda, Ostorter fn. 
another Occafion, two Slaves whom he had fold Ame 


d from their Mafter, and were retaken by 
i Equity feemed to require that they 


hi 
f fhould be reftored to the Purchafer: But the 


King underftood the Law in a different Senile; 
anid as. they were fallen again into his Flam 


Fae as tints tas on che Hare Met 


chants of * Labat, vol. d. 9. 133, &f frog. +. ‘ 
Geipotc ws hase Maly Jian! of Marois wld wl in Milter, and other ret Men, coe che 
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1701. i them, without Scruple, to an Engli/b Inter- a fold for Slaves, which 


Brie. oper. 

ANOTHER Time the Sieur de Ja Fonde, the 
Company’s Agent here, had bought a Negro 
who play’d excellently on the Balaji : The King 
hearing of this Artift was defirous to buy him; 
and, as the Agent thought it his Intereft to oblige 
his Majefty, he fold Slave. Soon after the 
Negro efcaped on board the Sieur de la Fonde’s 
ef who, being furprized, afked him, why he 


underftanding he was to be killed at the King’s 
Death, to attend and divert him in the other 
World with his Mufic, and knowing the Whites 
had no fuch Cuftoms, he chofe rather to be a 
Slave among them than the Papels. The King 
reclaimed him; and though his own Example 


99 
litic Punifhment keeps 1701. 
them in Awe; and the King turns their Difobedi- Brie. 
ence to his own Profit. 
Tue Reader may be defirous to know, how 
fuch a petty Monarch, as he of Biffao, comes to 
be ftiled Emperor. It happens thus: Eight of 
the nine Provinces, into which this Ifland is di- 
vided, are governed by Officers appointed by the 
Prince, who, it feems, aflume the Title of 
Kings, in order to confer on their Sovereign that 


left the King his Mafter? He replied, that b extravagant Appellation ¢. 


SEC TFT... UL 
A Vovace to the [land of Balam. 
Ife Formofa. Kingdom of Biafara. The Inha- 


might have been urged againft him, the Agent bitants. A Retreat for Ships. Danger from 

thought fit to‘compound the Matter, and pay for Currents. Biflagot Pilots. Good Anchorage. 

the Slave. The General lands, Soil and Produce. Bills. 
Crewn els» | WHEN the King of Biffao dies, his favouritec got Plantations. 


tewe, 


Wives, and a Number of his Slaves are killed, 
and buried near the Place of his Interment, to 
ferve him in the other World. After this, the 
Body of the deceafed King is put into a Coffin 
made of Reeds, carried by four of his principal 
Grandees to the Place of Sepulture. When they 
arrive there, they throw up the Coffin in the Air, 
and let it fall on the great Men who are proftra- 
ted round it, and he whom it falls upon, is ac- 
knowledged King : They however confine their 
Eleétion to fome Relations of the Royal Family". 
ForMERLY they hada Cuftom of facrificing 
or burying-alive Slaves, to accompany their 
Grandees in the other World: But this Cuftom 
feems to be abolifhed; the laft King having only 
one Slave buried with him. The prefent Empe- 
ror feems bent-on entirely deftroying it: One of 
his Nobles being old and near his End, had cho- 
fen three young Girls to be buried with him; 
but, at his Death, the King fold them and gave 
the Money to his Heirs >. 
Orders, bow “1 HE Emperor hasan Inftrument of lightWood, 
toyed. before mentioned, called a Bonbalon*, made like a 
Sea-Trumpet, but larger, and twice as long. It 
has no Cord. They ftrike on it with a Hammer’ 
of hard Wood, and fay the Sound will reach four 
Leagues. The King has feveral of thefe along 
the Sea Coafts and up the Country, with a 
Guard to each, and when the King’s Bonbalon 
ftrikes, they t the fame Number of Strokes,’ 
in the fame Yon and fo tranfmit his Orders 
through the Ife, which are known by the Man- 
ner of conveying them. All who difobey are 


Flumen Sa- 


crsfic® 


1 Enbat, ubi Jupra, p. 125, 9 /eog. 
be eaftly toa och 0 i 
Mobammiden:, the Thing went 
as diftcuk to be brought-over as Mob, 


O2 


» From hence Labes, p. 138, 
le are Idolaters, and have no feteled Form of 


g Fruitful Country. Fit F hid 
yugar-lWorks. Extent of Bulam. Jfles For- 
mofa, das Gallinas, and Ka(nabak. Rio Grande. 
Materials for building Ships. Town of Ghi- 


nala. Defcription of it. Sieur Brite vifits the 
King. Grant of Bilam. The King’s Town. 


Ships built in the Rio Grande. 


ILE the Fa&tory was building at Biffao, 

the Sicur Brite refolved to vifit the Ifle 
dof Balam, where he had once an Intention of 
fettling a Colony ; which was found imprattica- 
ble, on Account of the Bignefs of the Ifle. For 
this End he fet-out with two Boats, manned with 
Gorte Laptots, and fome Papel Negros, who had 
been through thefe Channels in their Expedi- 
tions. He took alfo fome Pilots, whom he in- 
tended to leave behind him to examine the Coafts, 
in order to extend the Company's Trade, 

Tuey failed-out between the Ifle des Sorcieres, 19, yor. 
or of Witches, and Bourdon Ife; fteering South in mola, 
order to make the Eaft Point of the Ife, called 
by the Portugueze, Formofa, or The Beautiful, 

Tts Appearance is anfwerable to the Name, being 
covered with large Trees, except the Shores, 
which are low and full of Mangreves. The Soil 
appears level and rich, but it is not inhabited, 

having no frefh Water. The General had a 

great Inclination to land and examine it, but was 

obliged to defer it. It is about two Leagues long 
f and one broad. They compute the Diftance from 
the South-Eaft Point of Big, to the North- 

Eaft Point of Formsfa, five es. 


In doubling the Point of Formo/a, you enter country of 
Bisfara, 


umes, that this Prince might 
orfhip; adding, For were they 


be epolers. Bur, if it was not for their worthipping Images, they would be 


Here printed Bembaloy. 4 Did. 9. 129, & fegg. 
the 


1701. the Arm of the great River which fe 
ia, 
“wy™ lam. The Entry 


VovAcGEs and TRAVELS along 


Peninfula of the Biafaras from the Ifle of Ba- 
of this Channel is about a good 
League broad; the Shores high, on which the 
Sea beats with more Violence, in Proportion to 
the Tides. As the Sieur Briie’s Defign was to 
examine thefe Paflages, he founded as he went, 
and found, that between the Weft Point of the 
Peninfula of Biafara, and the Eaft Point of Fer- 
mofa, there was from two und three to feven 


tes the a could not diftinguifh the neareft i but 


the ene: At Day-break the Storm ceafed. 
The Biffagtos, who had fj 

in great Pain for their Canoa, having carefully 
obferved the Boats, approached them. The Ge- 
neral made Signs of Friendthip, and {poke to 
them by his Interpreters. On this, three came 
on board, whom he treated kindly, making them 
drink, and giving them fmall Prefents; which 
foon brought the reft, to the Number of fif- 


t the Night a-fhore, —-—— 


Fathom Water ; and it was neceflary to keep the b teen. 
Mid-Channel to avoid the Banks, which con- Tue Sieur Briie having informed them of bis giagot 
tract it confiderably, till you reach the North- Defign, of going through the Ifle, and hunting Pid. 


Ea(t Point of the Ife of Balam. 

In founding thus, his two Boats ran a-ground 
oppofite to each other; the Channel between, 
and the Ebb, being fo quick, that they were left 
dry, and cme Fe to keep a good Guard and wait 
the Return of the Flood to carry them off. The 
Biafara Negros are very alert at Prey; and 
when they fee any Veffels or Boats afhore, fel- 
dom fail to attack them. On thefe Occafions, 
they fatten to their Feet Barks of Trees, two 
Foct long, and feven or eight Inches broad, 
which hinder their finking in the Ooze, as the 
Canada Savages do to prevent their finking in the 
Snows. ‘hough the Boats were too well manned 
to fear fuch Enemies, the Crews continued un- 


der Arms, till the Return of the Tide enabled 


b Way, they readily offered themfelves as 
Guides. ¢ took fix or feven, leaving the reft 
with his Boats, under Pretence of ing his 
Men, but, in reality, as H for their 
Countrymens Behaviour. They left the Place 
where they had pafled the Night, and doubling 
the Eaft Point of Bidam, found a fine River a- 
bout a League broad, and of a fufficient Depth 
for the largeft Veflels. Here they plainly faw 
the Caufe of the Contrariety of the Tides and 
Currents they had met-with. The Channel or 
River between the Ifland of Bit/am, and the Pe- 
ninfula of the Biafaras makes a Part of Rio 
Grande, which feparates into two Branches at 
the South-Eaft Point of Bilam. Hence it is, 
that the Tide entering by two Openings, the 


them to purfue their Voyage. Flood in the South Channel runs ftrongly to. the 
Rrivent for In doubling the North-Eat Point of Bélam, d Eaft, forcing that Flowing-in by the North 
PeSfelt you find a Creek or Bay about a League broad and Channel (which is narrower and Aaiceee than 
¢ fame Depth, in the Midft of which is three the other) to turn-back on itfelf; and caufes 
or four Fathom Water: The Banks are covered thefe rapid, uncertain Currents which oblige you 
with Mangroves, It is a good Retreat for {mall to caft-Anchor, that you may not lofe by the 
Veffels in bad Weather. From hence, to the Reflux, what you have gained by the Flood. 
South-Eaft Point, the Coaft is fafe and the An- From the North-Eaft Point of Biélam to the¢,.3 4,. 
chorage good, all-along, for large Veffels: But South-Eaft, the Ancho: is excellent, from chorage. 
it is neceffary to be well acquainted with the twelve to twenty Fathom Water, good Ground. 
Tide, and the Conveniences and Inconveniences The Coaft is level, covered with large Trees ; 
they bring. This the Sieur Brise experienced; e and the Inland, which is cultivated in feveral 


for he had fcarce weathered the Eaft Point, when Places, yields an agreeable Profpect. Four large 
the Tide, which carried him there, turned a- Rivulets difcharge themfelves into the Bay, which 
gainft him and feemed a Tide of Ebb, He im- is about two broad, and makes an ex- 


mediately put in for Shore; and following the 
Example of a Biffages Canoa, which had moored 
to'the Trees, he faftened his Boats in like Man- 
ner*, 


cellent Harbour for all Sorts of Vedfels. 

On the Peninfula of the Biafaras, oppofite the 
Place where the Sieur Brie anchored, there 
are three Springs of clear Water, which they 
Danger fom. 1% this Place they paffed the Night, and, in call the Tre ains. The River is here near 
Current, ps party hinge ing teese be ge ct mem a League board. 

tly from a violant Storm which followed, f THe Boats being moored with the Bif- 5 General 
i in, ‘Fhunde ightni Ge: Conse the Sieur Brie landed with eighteen /sad:, 
Befides irregular Currents, which were fo rapi ites, twelve armed Laptots, Blacks, and fe- 
fpintt, they: dreaded helng -oree from their ven of the Biffagets; leaving an Officer, with the 
hors and luft on the 3 for there was no reft of his to 


the Boats.and have an 
‘venturing to Sea, the Night being fo dark, they Eye on the Biffages 


a, and the eight Men 
* Labat, Afriqus Occidentale, woh. 5, 9. t41, &F fogy. * See the Map of the Coaft and [fies berween- 
Cage Rent 20d Tofopen Ile. dg 7” = 


